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DOCTOR 24
/7
ON CALL
After Hours Phone

07 881 9102
To speak to the Nurse
Triage Service who will
contact our on-call Doctor
Weekend Urgent Walk-in Clinic

10am – 12noon
This month’s Medical Alert

Last prescription
order must be
received by 16th
December if you need your
medication before Christmas.

H

Stuff with Caron

www.sceneonline.co.nz

ere we are with the last paper for 2020
and to be honest, it’s difficult to get my
head around just how quickly the past
12 months have flown by.
The year of course, hasn’t been without its
challenges but overall, I think it’s been one of
the best there is. Circumstances beyond our
control have brought the absolute best out in
people and, in the second quarter of the year
especially, the kindness, support and care
around the community was nothing short of
phenomenal. Most I have spoken to, have, if
even in only a small way, reset their priority
list and realised that making a life is equally
as important as making a living.
In bringing Scene to you each week, it’s important for me as we end the year, to acknowledge a few of my favourite peeps whom
without, I simply could not make this paper
happen. The first, and most important people,
are our local advertisers. A ‘priceless’ publication cannot be produced any other way and
whether it’s a little classified run-on to a full
page display advert, every one of them is appreciated. Your loyalty is so appreciated and I

hope you continue to find Scene a beneficial
and effective means to reach your customers
and our community.
Next to them, my girls, Milly and Michelle.
These two are the craziest, funniest and most
wonderful colleagues I could ever have hoped
for. Making the transition from a fortnightly
paper to a weekly one was without a doubt,
the best decision I have made – a scary one of
course, but with their support, two years has
flown by and we are going from strength to
strength. Together, I like to think we produce
a quality paper with lots to read, tons to promote and have a load of fun while doing it –
they’re the best, and I love ‘em!
Keith, Elaine and Michaela at InHouse Design and Print are my next bunch of fave’s and
are the team that do my graphic design and
layout. Although I have no doubt they want to
hurl their keyboards at us at times – especially when we’re getting close to deadline,
they are beyond amazing. Together we have
produced 423 issues and when you consider
how many pages that is… they’re doing pretty
well to have put up with me for nearly 16

years! Is it any wonder ole uncle Keith has one
or two grey hairs – and mentioned once or
twice how much he is looking forward to retirement!
Finally, I want to thank my team of delivery
people who rain, hail or shine, get out there
and get your paper to you. They’re all local
kids or families and over the years, have also
become part of my Scene family. I couldn’t be
without them and very much appreciate their
commitment.
Well, I guess for now, that’s about all I have
room for but before I go, I want to say just
how incredibly proud I am to be part of this
community, and have the opportunity to continue sharing its achievements. We’re a place
that really does roll our sleeves up and get
stuff done and boy, some serious stuff really
has been done this year, despite the challenges! I couldn’t imagine being anywhere
else and I hope you feel the same way.
So with that said, be good, be kind and be
careful, have the merriest Christmas, the
safest New Year and until January 2021, I’ll
see you round like a cheesecake.

Tim van de Molen
SAVE TIME – BOOK ONLINE
www.matamatamedical.co.nz

One stop medical shop caring for your
family around the clock
Rawhiti Ave | Matamata
07 881 9102 or 07 881 9104

FILM NAME

THU
17 DEC

A CHRISTMAS GIFT
FROM BOB (PG)

3.40pm

AMUNDSEN (M)

1.15pm

BLITHE SPIRIT (M)
NC

FRI
18 DEC

11.15am
5.45pm

HAPPIEST SEASON
(M)

1.25pm

Season’s greetings!

C

hristmas is fast approaching and with it, the end of 2020, a year
many of us will be glad to see the last of! Thank you for the generous welcome I have received as your returning Waikato MP.
I’m proud and honoured to represent you in Parliament. The distinctive, iconic town of Matamata, the beautiful surroundings, and last but not least - the locals, hold a special place in my heart.
I’ve been privileged to meet many of you already at community
events, schools, club gatherings, and through businesses over the last
Parliamentary term. I look forward to more opportunities to connect
with the wonderful people of Matamata throughout 2021. Please feel
welcome to connect with my office and share your thoughts on issues
impacting our area, or if you need to reach out for assistance with challenges.

SAT
19 DEC

SUN
20 DEC

1.00pm
8.00pm

4.40pm
8.15pm
2.40pm
6.40pm

KATHERINE JENKINS
CHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR-NEW! NC

RAMS (PG)

6.00pm

11.15am
5.50pm

4.00pm
8.20pm

3.30pm

3.40pm

8.00pm

3.15pm

1.00pm
1.30pm

11.00am
7.50pm
1.00pm
8.15pm
3.45pm
8.15pm

1.00pm

11.15am

5.30pm
3.45pm
8.15pm

3.00pm
8.40pm

5.50pm

THE CROODS: A
NEW AGE (PG) NC

1.15pm

3.35pm

1.40pm

THE DRY (M) –
NEW!! NC

5.45pm

10.45am

SUPERINTELLIGENCE (M) NC

WED
23 DEC

1.15pm

MADE IN
ITALY (M)
MISBEHAVIOUR
(M)

TUE
22 DEC

THE WITCHES (M)
NEW!!

10.50am
6.00pm

1.30pm
3.00pm

12.30pm

WORDS ON BATHROOM WALLS
(M) – NEW!!

3.30pm
6.00pm

3.20pm
6.00pm

12.40pm
5.30pm

10.45pm
3.40pm
11.00am
6.15pm
1.10pm

3.30pm
8.00pm
11.00am
8.15pm
1.15pm
8.20pm

6.10pm

1.30pm
6.00pm

1.30pm
5.45pm

11.00am
6.00pm,

1.15pm
3.40pm

6.00pm

3.30pm
8.30pm

We are open during December and January as normal.
Check out our website www.tivolicinema.co.nz for session times.
NC – no complementarys
Tickets: Adults $18.00 Seniors & Students $14.50 (F) = Final Screening
Cheap Tuesday: Adults $14.50 Seniors & Students $11.00 before 5pm

www.tivolicinema.co.nz • Bookings 07 823 5064 • 32 Lake Street, Cambridge
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This time of year is wonderful for connecting with family and
friends, and for treating ourselves with indulgent foods, relaxing holidays, and (hopefully) summer sunshine. As we head into the festive
season, please take a moment or two to consider those who are working through this period, in emergency service or essential work roles.
Remember also, the challenges for those who aren’t as fortunate, and
the valuable community spirit lessons we learnt together this year.
Whether you’ll be with your family and friends in person, or celebrating from a distance (thank goodness for Zoom), my hope is for
your Christmas to be safe, fun-filled and a time to appreciate the important things in life – each other. All the best from me, and my family, to you and yours. Roll on 2021 and best wishes for the year ahead!
Tim van de Molen MP

4.00pm

8.15pm

DREAMLAND (M)
NC

www.sceneonline.co.nz
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Wishing you a
Merry Christmas
and a fantastic 2021!
Tim van de Molen MP for Waikato
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846)
TimưvandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.nz
TimvandeMolenWaikato
TimvandeMolen
TimvandeMolen.co.nz

Authorised by Tim van de Molen MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Tis the season to be jolly…

I

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

2020 Christmas message
from the Mayor

t has been a huge year in MatamataPiako and not without its many challenges which have affected us all in
different ways. I am now just over a full
year as Mayor – and no two days have
been the same. This year I have got to see

first-hand how Civil Defence supports
communities and it was a privilege to be
part of the COVID-19 response, helping
getting those key messages out and seeing
first-hand the positive impact of food
parcels for those families in need.
We were pleased to be able to honour
exceptional customer service at the 2020
Business Night Out, we made many of our
roads safer by lower speed limits in high
risk areas - even if it was done the ‘maverick’ way. We officially opened the Hauraki
Rail Trail and acknowledged our graduates, volunteers and welcomed new
citizens - although they were all acknowledged in a slightly different format, due to
restrictions in place.
I am really proud of how everyone in our
district came together and supported one
another this year. I would like to take the
opportunity to thank our staff who were
deployed to various roles during the lockdown and subsequent levels – from delivering food parcels, supporting the
DHB at Community Based Assessment
Centres and supporting contractors
with the fortnightly rubbish and recycling pop up sites. This was all on
top of their usual tasks, to keep our
communities running.
I am looking forward to a small
break and often use the holiday
season to reflect on the year

gone by, as well as spending time with
family and close friends.
The closed borders may bring challenges
for many families who won’t be spending
time with loved ones from overseas and
my thoughts are with you if you find yourself in this situation.
If for any reason you do find yourself
alone this Christmas, I encourage you to
look into the community Christmas
lunches held in each of our towns. The volunteers take time away from their own
families to ensure it’s a special occasion for
everyone who attends – and is well supported by local businesses who donate so
generously.
If you are still looking for Christmas presents for family and friends I’d like to encourage you to shop local as much as you
can. The majority of businesses in our district are small businesses run by locals, so
when you shop local you are supporting a
family.
Remember our district is full of wonderful walking, cycling and mountain biking
tracks, swimming pools and some of the
finest cafes and restaurants - so I hope you
find the time this holiday season to get out
and enjoy the sun and make the most of
this district we call home.
Merry Christmas everyone. I for one am
glad to see the back of 2020! Cheers to
2021.
Ash Tanner.

The Milestone team wish
you all a very Merry Christmas
and happy new year.
Our show home will close
on the 24th December and
re-open on the 13th January.

For more information go to:
www.milestonehomes.co.nz/showhomes/

Quality home and land
packages now available
in Peakedale Estate
milestonehomes.co.nz/matamata-house-land-packages/

Sales enquiries:
Link Realty Ltd, Licensed Agent REA 2008

Corina Collins 027 286 2588

Celeating Life – Your Way
Phone 07 888 8632

6 Tamihana Street, Matamata
E: oﬃce@watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

From our family to your family, we hope you have a safe and happy Christmas

When dealing with the loss of a loved one, the Waterson’s team
are here 24/7 to assist you. Nothing is too much to ask and we’re
always happy to help you and your family during diﬃcult times.
• 24/7 oncall support from a professional and experienced team
• Funeral services are tailored for all budgets
• Pre-arranged and pre-paid options available
• Utmost care and respect for your loved one
• Traditional contemporary funerals
• SuperGold 10% discount oﬀ professional services
• Live Streaming available now in our chapel

Graeme Waterson | Fay Waterson | Ray Bestwick | Pam Bestwick | Jarrod Dunweg | Roy Martin
SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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Tis the season to be jolly…

COME AND JOIN US
FOR TWO
GREAT NIGHTS!
The Beating HEART of
Matamata!

CHRISTMAS EVE
Bistro open till 8.30pm
A great night with raffles and
Christmas celebrations.

NEW YEARS EVE
LIVE BAND – OPEN TILL 1AM

Come see the
New Year in with family
and friends!

MATAMATA

Members, affiliates and prospective members welcome.

FIND US ON FB

07 888 7190
5 NGAIO STREET, MATAMATA

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

A minute with Michelle

A moment with Milly

A

W

s 2020 comes to an end, I think it is safe to say that is has
been a pretty mixed bag this year! It is hard to believe that
Milly and I have been a part of the Scene team for almost
two years and what a privilege it is been to help produce something so valuable and important in our community.
In a year of ups and downs, we have all had the opportunity to
reflect and decide what is important. Time with friends, loved
ones and family became more special than ever. Like many,
lockdown for me was a chance to catch up on jobs at home,
spend time in the garden and look after my hard working husband.
Week after week we are incredibly humbled by the level of support we receive from local businesses and members of the public and are constantly amazed by the number of talented,
thoughtful and interesting people who live in our little town. How
lucky are we to come to work each day and do what we love! The
appreciation we have for you, our readers, is hard to put in to
words. The phone calls, messages and chats in the supermarket
to pay a compliment to the paper truly mean a lot. We are committed to publishing a positive, community focused newspaper that we
hope you enjoy receiving every week.
So as we publish our biggest paper
in 15 years, I think we can be proud
of our achievements. Coming to work
each day to hang out with two of my
closest friends is hardly a struggle! I
am hugely proud of the all the hard
work both Caron and Milly put in to
our little paper each week, their dedication and love for our community is
obvious. You girls rock!
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a safe, happy New Year.
I look forward to new adventures
ahead as a part of the ‘Scene
Team’.

ell, how does one start off? 2020 now that’s a year that
no one wants a repeat that’s for sure! For the fear of
stating the obvious, she sure was unprecedented times
for everyone, especially through the lockdown period.
From a personal perspective I quite enjoyed spending every
day with my darling hubby chipping away at jobs around the
house that would otherwise still be on the “to do list” and going
for bike rides, walks and seeing families from a distance, spending time together. Professionally though (and I kind of use that
word loosely) I was worried for our local businesses and hoped
so much that we would all get through it… and I think we have.
Here at Scene, we had a crack at putting a paper out during level
three restrictions and I was blowen away by the support we got
from those who were able to trade during that time. Sure, money
was tight, but getting calls from businesses who admittedly didn’t “need” advertising, booking space to make sure that we were
able to survive too was just so humbling. I kind of pinch myself
every day that I live in a community where we all have each-others backs!
On that note, this holiday period I
will be taking a moment and raising
a glass (of which will be many!) to
you all and hoping that like me, you
will be spending time with loved
ones, reminiscing the fun times you
spent with those who may have
passed and soaking up some sunshine.
So, what’s instore for Milly for
2021? Well, that would be getting up
each week day and doing what I love.
Working with two amazing friends
and being a small part of celebrating
all the positive and wonderful events,
promotions, business milestones and
all-round coolness Matamata has to
offer. Bring it on I say! xx

DENTAL SERVICES
AVAILBLE OVER
FAMILY DENTAL
C E N T R E

festive season

Our practice will be open as usual up
until Thursday 24th December 2020
We are closed: 25th to the 29th December and 1st to the 4th January 2021
Limited Clinic Hours are as follows:
9am to 3pm – Wednesday 30th December,
Thursday 31st December

We will be resuming normal hours
from Tuesday 5th January.
From all the team at Family Dental Centre, we wish you all a safe
and happy Christmas spending time with loved ones, and look
forward to seeing you in the New Year.

56 Rawhiti Avenue
Phone: 880 9979 | www.familydentalmatamata.co.nz
4
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Merry Christmas and Hay New Year
from e team at

65 Arawa Street | 07 888 8850
Success Realty Ltd, Licensed Under the REA 2008

Ready to jump into 2021 head first

A

lthough they all bring very unique
talents to the table, four Matamata
College year 12 students have one
thing in common – they are all looking forward to jumping into the new year with
enthusiasm, gusto and a very real mission
to make a difference.
Having put themselves up for head boy
and girl selection Ben Pilmore Evans,
Casey Jones, Adam Parker and Eva Bay
have always aspired to positions of leadership and together, believe they have the
ability to represent their fellow students,
the Board of Trustees and school with
pride.
“When you attend that first day Powhiri
as a year 9 and shake the hands of the year
13’s, it seems like an eternity before you’ll
ever be like them” laughs Casey. “People
tell you that the five years of secondary
school will fly but, at that moment, it
hardly seems plausible! The seniors seem
so grown up and although its not the kind
of thing you admit out loud, we all quietly
couldn’t wait to be like them! Two seconds
later, here we are and loving it!”
With the recent announcement of the
2021 head students, the four wished each
other well and, regardless of the outcome,

were confident that together they would
make a formidable team. As it happened,
Casey and Ben were named head girl and
boy respectively, with Eva and Adam, their
deputies. “I was so happy” says Ben, “its
something I have always aspired to, but
honestly, doubted I would achieve. To be
in a position to listen, support and hope-

fully inspire students across all years is an
exciting and challenging honour. I would
like to think I’m approachable – like we all
are, and with the support of Casey, Adam
and Eva, intend to ensure every student at
the school feels valued, appreciated, and
an integral part of what makes our school
great.”

Newly elected head students for 2021 are, from left, Adam Parker, deputy head Boy, Ben Pilmore Evans, head boy, Casey Jones, head girl and Eva Bay, deputy head girl. The four are
looking forward to setting an example for all students at the school and serving as leaders in
school activities.

For Adam, being named deputy head boy
was ironic given that both his sister Talia,
and dad, Colin, have both held the same
position! “It’s become a bit of a family tradition” he laughs, “but one I feel honoured
to have achieved. My focus for the coming
year is across the board obviously, but
more particularly, I would like to better
promote music and the arts. Matamata
College is renowned for its excellence on
the sports field but we also have some incredibly talented musicians and performers I would like to see shine.”
Having also always looked up to the senior students, especially the heads, Eva
says being part of the awesome foursome
is going to further validate her commitment to bringing the community and
school together. “It’s really about celebrating everyone as individuals and drawing
on personal strengths for the greater
good” says Eva. “Along with Casey, Ben
and Adam, I am incredibly proud to have
been selected for this position and fully intend to really jump into 2021 head first.
There are some amazing opportunities to
come and together, we’re going to run with
every one of them.”
Caron Stewart.

He might be resting up before the big day…
but we’re open till Christmas Eve!
We have a great range of prezzie ideas
and even last-minute stocking stuffers.

It has been a tough year for many but we would like to
take this opportunity to sincerely thank our local
community for shopping local and wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
OUR HOURS:
Furniture Court and Curtain Studio
Carpet Court
N.Z.T.A

Closed 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th December,
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th January.
Closed 24th December, Re-open 11th January
Closed 16th December, Re-open 5th January

FREE DELIVERY – Within a 40km radius | *15% GOLD CARD DISCOUNT

COMPLETE HOME FURNISHING

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR 98 YEARS!

Cnr Tainui & Tamihana Streets, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 8625
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5pm
Saturday – 9.30am – 1pm

DRIVER LICENSING

CAR REGISTRATION

This service is only available:
Mon, Tues, Wed - 9am to 4.30pm

Please come in - No phone line available
SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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Family owned and
supporting
the community
We look forward to providing Te Poi and surrounding
district a wide range of supermarket items

Barista Coffee • Beer and Wine • Bread • Milk • Drinks • Food
Fruit and Vegetables • Consumables • Groceries • Ice Creams
Hot and Cold Cabinet Food • Pet Food • Rural Supplies
Plus… MORE!

WE LOOK FO
RWARD TO S
EEING

YOU

Superm
arket
prices in
the
heart o
f
Te Poi

Open 7am – 8pm | 7 Days | Corner State Highway 29 & Te Poi South Road, Te Poi
Clean customer toilets available
6
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Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Te Poi celebrates new community hub!

S

“Only in New Zealand” laughs Mayor Ash! “This is fantastic!” Looking
to best service their local community, Te Poi Supermarket stocks everything you could imagine and welcomes feedback from their customers. Pop in and say hi soon.

Pictured are Te Poi Supermarket owners Harmandeep Singh and Kulwinder Bhogul with MP for Waikato, Tim van de Molen proudly cutting
the ribbon.

supermarket that not only stocks everything you would expect
with your weekly shop, but price matched to their larger counterparts. “Our intention has always been to focus on the locals”
says Kulwinder, “and as well as ensuring they are well serviced
for their grocery needs at affordable prices, also stock a limited
range of farm and household essentials. Our team are also locals
who know the community, know their needs and are looking forward to being of service. In-store, we also have hot and cold ‘on
the go’ food available with barista made coffee that I can tell you,
is very, very good!”
Having hosted an official opening ceremony on Friday in the
company of the Matamata Piako District Mayor, Ash Tanner, MP
for Waikato, Tim van De Molen, Marksman Business Development director, Mark Nogaj, associated contractors, staff and invited guests, the supermarket is now open and fully operational.
“On behalf of the Matamata District, I offer you our congratulations” said Mayor Ash. “I have absolutely no doubt you have created a new community hub for Te Poi, and a real focal point for
the community.”
Caron Stewart.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
happy and safe New Year.

Matamata Butchery Ltd
151 FIRTH STREET, MATAMATA. PHONE 07 888 4220

TREES • SHRUBS • ROSES • ANNUALS • VEGES

Your one stop Christmas shop
We have gifts for her, gifts for him, gifts for them – gifts for everyone!
Whether it’s indoors or outdoors, take five and enjoy a browse around our
half acre garden centre, you’ll be glad you did.

2020/2021 CHRISTMAS &
NEW YEAR TRADING HOURS

THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER
– OPEN UNTIL 7.30PM
Join us after 5pm and get:
FREE glass of bubbles on arrival
– Christmas cake and Christmas
mince pies
Goodies and Giveaways
for the Kids
Loads of ONE NIGHT ONLY
SPECIALS
Spend over $250 in one single
transaction and receive a
FREE bag of Morganics
Organic Fertiliser
We all look forward to seeing
you and your family!

Open every day from 9am – 5pm, except the
following dates:
Thursday 17th Dec – 9am – 7.30pm – LATE NIGHT
Monday 21st Dec – 8.30am – 5.00pm
Tuesday 22nd Dec – 8.30am – 5.00pm
Wednesday 23rd Dec – 8.30am – 5.00pm
Thursday 24th Dec – 8.00am – Close of trading
Friday 25th Dec to Monday 28th Dec – CLOSED
Tuesday 29th Dec – 9.00am – 5.00pm
Wednesday 30th Dec – 9.00am – 5.00pm
Thursday 31st Dec – 9.00am – 5.00pm
Friday 1st Jan to Monday 4th Jan – CLOSED
Tuesday 5th Jan – Resume normal trading hours –
9.00am – 5.00pm (7 days)

We are the only Premier
Retailer of Dixie Belle Paint
Company Products in NZ!
Come along and get creative in ‘The Workroom’ at
either a furniture painting master class or workshop.
Keep an eye on our website ‘Up-Coming Events’ for
more details and booking information

We would like to wish all our customers a very safe and happy festive season.
Many thanks for all your support during the year and we look forward to seeing you all again in 2021!!
We accept Farmlands Card | Check out our Facebook page for our ongoing promotions

6 Tainui Street • Phone 07 888 8657
Email: info@fourseasonsmtm.co.nz
www.fourseasonsmtm.co.nz

Living & Growing in the
Heart of Matamata

SPRAYS • FERTILISERS • HARDWARE

HERBS • CAMELLIAS • RHODODENDRONS • PERENNIALS • GIFTWARE

Being locally owned and
operated, we are proud to have
provided you with great
service and great meals in 2020.

BULBS • CITRUS • GARDEN MIXES • GARDEN ORNAMENTS • HEDGING

tarting his own courier company nearly 20 years ago, Harmandeep Singh – even with just one van, got to know the Te
Poi district well. He built relationships with the locals – especially those at the storage depot where, as a regular stop and
the addition of a further 21 contracted courier vans, he enjoyed
frequent visits and chats with the locals. He had always thought
the opposite corner previously operated as a service station was
an ideal spot for a new business and, around a year ago, registered his interest with the landowner.
“When the opportunity presented itself, I immediately asked
my nieces husband, Kulwinder Bhogul, if he would be interested
in a business proposition” says Harmandeep. “I had the idea a supermarket would be a great addition to the thriving rural community and with its state highway location, also the ideal spot to
grab a coffee and a bite to eat on the go. He jumped at the opportunity, so under the guidance of Brad from Zenith Projects Ltd,
planning began.”
Although the Covid 19 pandemic meant there were a few delays along the way, Harmandeep and Kulwinder committed to
completely refurbishing the site and constructing a purpose built

SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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Be Safe
& Have a

Merry
Christmas

63 Arawa Street, Matamata | 07 888 6645 | 0800 025 444 | www.matamata.harveys.co.nz
Licenced under REAA 2008 Action Realty Ltd MREINZ

We bring people and property together

2020 Christmas service sure to be memorable

F

or many years now, a highlight of the pre-Christmas
lead up for many community members has been attending one of the Matamata Christmas Choir con-

certs at the All Saints Anglican Church. In previous years
the group of singers have showcased local talent, guest
artists and, as well as performing ensemble pieces, have

Pictured are the 2020 Matamata Christmas Choir with conductor, Mary Heberley pictured second from the right in the front row.
Committee chair, David Brookes is pictured first on the left, also in the front row.

KEN WISHES YOU
ALL A VERY HAPPY
AND SAFE MERRY
CHRISTMAS

encouraged congregation participation. This year however, the Covid 19 pandemic has impacted on organisation and, where practices normally would begin in
September, this has been seriously compromised.
“There is certainly no decline in enthusiasm” says
committee chair, David Brookes, “but due to such a challenging year, we made an agreement with the Vicar,
Rev Andrew Evans, to hold a carol service rather than a
concert. Our regular attendees can expect the same
level of excellence of course, and we are very fortunate to
have our conductor, Mary Heberley working with our
singers to ensure we provide a wonderful choral experience.”
The church service will begin with organ preludes
‘Joseph Est bien Marie’, a carol with five variations by
Claude Balbastre, and will include long a highly anticipated performance by Jazz Vidamo, our young local building a huge following as New Zealand’s ‘Opera princess’.
“Our theme is Nine lessons (readings) and Carols” says
David, “where the birth of Jesus is told in nine short bible
readings – or lessons, from Genesis, the prophetic books
and gospels, interspersed with the singing of Christmas
carols, hymns and choir carols. It’s going to be a wonderful afternoon and on behalf of our committee, singers and
church, we extend a warm welcome to everyone in the
community.”
The Nine lessons and carols church service will be held
at All Saints Church on Sunday December 20 at 3pm.
Caron Stewart.

Mike, Sam, Tash, Kelsi and Debbie wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
“We appreciate your continuous support over the year”

KEN’S SERVICE CENTRE (2001) LTD
Qualified and Registered Mechanic

07 888 2893 or 021 146 1221
35 Te Poi Road, Matamata
We look forward to being of service to you in the New Year

44 Broadway, Matamata
www.goodmerchant.co.nz
07 880 9561
info@goodmerchant.co.nz
STOCKISTS OF 20 GOOD GEORGE BEERS
& CIDERS PLUS WAIKATO & SPEIGHTS
SUMMIT ULTRA ON TAP!
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CLOSED: TUESDAY 22ND DECEMBER 2020 – 5.00PM
RE-OPEN: MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2021 – 8.30AM
48 Broadway / PO Box 344, Matamata 3440 | P: 07 888 8726
matamata@matamatavisioncare.co.nz | www.matamatavisioncare.co.nz

WE
WISH.
you a very Merry Christmas.
Kerbside Holiday Collections

Council oﬃces and facilities - Christmas hours
Rubbish & recycling stations
Matamata, Morrinsville and
Te Aroha transfer stations
are closed on Christmas Day,
Boxing Day & January 1-2.

Rubbish & recyling collection is one day
later following Christmas Day.

Kaimai Valley Services
Closed public holidays,
otherwise open 7.30am-4pm

Te Aroha

Christmas
Thursday 24 Dec
Rubbish &
Recycling

On all other days the transfer stations
will be following their regular days and hours.
Te Aroha, Matamata and Morrinsville area oﬃces:
25 December - 4 January: Closed
Reopening 5 January: 8am-4.30pm

Te Aroha Mineral Spas
24 December: 10am-6pm
25 December: Closed
26 December: 11am-10pm
27 December: 10am-9pm
28 December: 10am-10pm
29-30 December: 10am-9pm
31 December: 10am-6pm
1 January: 11am-10pm
2-4 January: 10am-10pm
5 January normal hours resume

Te Aroha i-SITE Visitor
Information Centre
24 December: 9.30am-5pm
25 December: Closed

Morrinsville

Matamata

Mangateparu,
Morrinsville,
Waitoa, Waihou &
Tahuna

Walton, Tamihana,
Waharoa and
Matamata

Christmas
Saturday 26 Dec
Rubbish only

Christmas
Saturday 26 Dec
Rubbish &
Recycling

No change to New Year rubbish & recycling
collection (follow the icons on your calendar).

Firth Tower
21 December: 9am-3pm
22-23 December: Closed
24 December: 9am-3pm
25-26 December: Closed
27 December: 10am-4pm
28 December: 9am-3pm
29-30 December: Closed
31 December: 9am-3pm
1-2 January: Closed
3 January: 10am-4pm

Te Aroha

Morrinsville

Matamata

Mangateparu,
Morrinsville,
Waitoa, Waihou &
Tahuna

Walton, Tamihana,
Waharoa and
Matamata

New Year
Friday 1 Jan
Rubbish &
Recycling

New Year
Friday 1 Jan
Rubbish only

New Year
Thursday 31 Dec
Rubbish only

Transfer Stations are closed:
Christmas Day, Boxing Day & January 1-2

$500 rates winner
Being a rate payer has never been sweeter for two people
in Matamata-Piako, who are the December winners of our
rates direct debit and email competition to win $500.
The competition is open to any rate payers who sign up to
receive rates via email (instead of post) and pay their rates
by direct debit.
The December draw was won by Timothy and Jemimah Brown
of Morrinsville. Visit mpdc.nz/win500 for more details.

Car seat safety tips
Dogs on leash

Planning a family road trip? Remember to check car seats before
you hit the road this summer.

If you own a dog and enjoy the outdoors, we would just like
to encourage you to please keep them on leash, especially
over summer when there are a lot of events taking place.
While you may know your dog well, not everyone feels safe
around dogs and it’s important to us that everyone gets to
enjoy our parks and open spaces.

-Make sure a child restraint is set up properly for your child.
- Is the harness in the correct position, is the headrest in the
correct place?
- Take regular breaks, especially if you’re travelling with
young children.
- Ensure loose items in the vehicle are kept to a minimum as
these can become projectiles in a crash.
Safe travels Matamata!

0800 746 467 mpdc.govt.nz
Get this straight to your inbox mpdc.nz/sign-up
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Before the
heat wave
hits…

Maybe it’s time to check
your Air Conditioning

Scene around...

W

Men’s Shed go 3D for Pohlen

hen Rob Pearson saw a 3D game of Snakes and Ladders,
he immediately decided to set himself a challenge and
make one. He had come across a basic plan so with a bit
of extra thought, decided he could add a few extra bits and pieces
and make it into something every child would look forward to
playing. “As it happened, it wasn’t just the kids that enjoyed it”
laughs Rob, “adults too, enjoyed the modern take on a traditional
game.”
Now, with grown up grandies and dust settling on the model,
Rob got chatting with other members of the Matamata Community Men’s Shed and decided one of their favourite local organisations, Pohlen Hospital might enjoy it. “Michelle Mason, the
activities coordinator at Pohlen, was absolutely delighted” says
Rob. “Many of the older residents love to keep their hands and
minds busy and, given this game has many interactive components to it, it’s a fun way to keep everything ticking over!” This
week, Pohlen Hospital Clinical Nurse Manager and Michelle were
thrilled to meet with Rob at the Men’s Shed – even taking one of
their favourite residents, George Herrick, along for the ride.

Firth Street, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8059

“George loves games” says Michelle, “so you can be sure we’ll have
this set up and in play by the end of the day!”
Caron Stewart.

Pictured from left are Matamata Community Shed members Harlan
Dazley and Rob Pearson presenting the 3D Snakes and Ladders
game to Pohlen Hospital resident George Herrick, Pohlen Hospital
Clinical Nurse Manager, Loraine Jecentho, and Pohlen Hospital Activities Coordinator, Michelle Mason.

The best $2 ever spent

W

· Air conditioning service and
repair
· Specialised diagnosis
· Leak detection
· Filter, dryer, hose and belt
replacement
· Electrical diagnosis

Baigent Motors

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Picture are Loretta Davies,
the winner of the “Made with
Aroha” Rawhiti Kindy raffle,
and teacher, Talya Lock who
proudly presented it!

hen Rawhiti Kindergarten teacher, Talya
Lock’s nana got busy over Lockdown
back in April, she had no idea she would
be starting a fundraiser that has netted almost
$1,000! “Nana (Sue Lock) knitted the most beautiful blanket” says Tayla, “and suggested that if I didn’t need it, I might like to raffle it to help with extra
resources at Kindy. We decided to take the idea a
step further and appealed to any of our families
interested, to add to the raffle with home made
items, made with Aroha.”
As part of the Rawhiti ‘Heart Journey’, Talya and
the rest of the team have been focussing on building relationships with all families and celebrating
the various talents among them. “We were blown
away with so many of the beautifully made items
that ended up creating a mammoth raffle where
even the box it was packed in was a handmade toy

chest” she says. “Everyone was so generous – it
was absolutely overwhelming.”
When offered the opportunity of buying a raffle
ticket, Loretta Davies scoured her bag to find the
only contents in her purse was a $2 coin – which of
course, was exactly enough! “When I got the call
from Talya to say I had won, I was over the moon”
says Loretta. “The box was full to the brim of beautiful things including honey, Kawakawa products,
vouchers from family owned businesses, jewellery
and beeswax wraps among other things – I just
about cried when I saw it! It’s the best $2 I have
ever spent!”
In presenting the prize to Loretta, Talya, on behalf of Rawhiti Kindergarten also extended her
thanks to all the families who contributed and of
course, the wonderful community who purchased
tickets.
Caron Stewart.

Brendon, Kaye and the team
wish all their loyal customers a
safe and happy holiday season.
We will be closing at midday on
Wednesday 23rd December 2020 and reopening
at 8.00am Monday 18th January 2021

For on-site servicing 07 888 4910
cleaverappliances@xtra.co.nz

South
Waikato
Garage
Doors
For ALL your garage door and automatic opener needs
Reputable products • Local knowledge
Great advice • Professional service “guaranteed”
Last day for the year is the 23rd of December,
reopening on the 25th of January 2021
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07 888 8715 | 07 886 8412 | 027 4960 715 | enquiry@swgd.co.nz

Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

It takes a village and what a village we have

I

t’s common for people to acknowledge
birthdays and milestones but Sonya
Church, owner/operator of Matamata
boutique store, Shed, took the celebration
of her fourth year in business to the next
level. She decided that, in conjunction with
local fashion designer, Gayleen Moss, the
occasion was going to be big, going to be
fun and going to support one of our most
important community assets.
“I proudly stock and support Gayleen’s
brand, Mi Moso” says Sonya, “and given we
are both local businesswomen, came up

with the idea of an extravaganza to showcase this summer’s fashion and accessories. We decided that with reduced
opportunities to fundraise due to so much
uncertainty experienced during 2020, that
the Pohlen Foundation Trust would be an
ideal recipient of any proceeds generated
on the day.”
With full support from Pohlen and Foundation trustees, planning began and as
well as approaching store brand suppliers,
raffles, an auction and models were organised. “We were absolutely astounded at the

Sonya Church, owner and operator of Shed (right) is pictured presenting the proceeds of the
Shed/Mi Moso Fashion extravaganza to Loraine Jecentho, Pohlen Hospital Clinical Nurse
Manager and Louise Trower, Chair of Pohlen Foundation Trust.

support we got for the event” says Sonya.
“Everything was given in kind which enabled us to donate all proceeds to our
fundraising efforts. Tickets literally flew
out the door and the event exceeded all
our expectations.”
In tallying up the final donation, a colossal $10,001.70 was donated to Pohlen
Foundation Trust and chair, Louise
Trower, was delighted. “We can’t thank
Sonya and Gayleen enough” she said. “This
year has been very challenging, yet our
local retailers, businesses and community
have continued to step up and show their
support for Pohlen and the Foundation.
We couldn’t operate as successfully as we
do without such generosity and appreciate
it immensely.”
After proudly presenting the proceeds,
Sonya also asked to pass on her extreme
thanks to Paula Vaughan from Studio Me
and Lisa Hindmarch from Skin Bespoke for
doing hair and makeup for the models,
Kelly McKenzie and Syd Workman for
their highly entertaining MC duties, all her
incredibly generous brands for donating
clothing for the sales racks, local businesses Begovich Builders, Bayleys, LJ
Hooker, Guthrie Bowron, Gifted, Jane’s
Fashion & Accessories, Osteria, Redoubt,
Gloss, Cooper Aitken, Forget-me-not
Florist, J Swap Contractors, Challenge, Daltons daisies, Pohlen Hospital, Pohlen Foundation Trust, and finally to the amazing
models and all the wonderful people who
attended the event.
Caron Stewart.

Merry Christmas
to all my RD1
residents.
Wishing you all a
restful break and a
happy holiday season

Janice, your Postie

téĴãéą× ŤčŅ øø  ŝºĮŤ DºĮĮŤ ãĮéĴĽĀĴ
ą±  ĴÎº ą± ãĜĜŤ ąºŞ ŤºĮ
:H DUH SODQQLQJ RQ GRLQJ VRPH
UHQRYDWLRQV WR RXU FOLQLF VR ZH ZLOO EH
FORVHG IURP :HGQHVGD\ UG 'HFHPEHU
DQG UHRSHQLQJ E\ ODWH -DQXDU\

ΔI \RX DUH ORRNLQJ IRU DIIRUGDEOH DQG TXDOLW\ GHQWDO
KHDOWK VHUYLFHV IURP H[SHULHQFHG GHQWLVWV ZLWKLQ D
PRGHUQ DQG IXOO\IHDWXUHG SULYDWH GHQWDO SUDFWLFH
WKHQ ORRN QR IXUWKHUZH FRYHU LW DOO

The team at Shed want to wish you
a safe holiday and thank you
for your support this year x
 $UDZD 6WUHHW 0DWDPDWD _ 3K   
ZZZPDWDPDWDGHQWDOFHQWUHQ]

Your local boutique store, it’s where we do style.
55 Arawa Street, Matamata

shedboutique.co.nz
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Quest for a Deer by Jack Stewart

G

rab ya Boots, a collection of sporting and adventure stories by
renowned New Zealand author,
Marion Day, encourages young people to
unplug themselves from technology and
read. “As they do” she says, “they’ll be
transported into the world of brave, bold,
courageous, fearful and funny stories –
even jokes. They’ll be entertained and enthralled, and when they are finished, you
can bet they will be rushing outside to grab
their boots.”
In compiling the book, Marion appealed
for stories from young people around the
country who had stories to share - and
when it was suggested Matamata local,
Jack Stewart, should submit his, he was
over the moon. “I didn’t have anything to
lose so thought, why not” says Jack. “To
have it selected and published though” he
laughs, “was absolutely next level!”
At the time, and at just 12 years old, Jack
wrote an account of one of the “best day’s
ever” and after getting his Matamata Intermediate School teacher, Gerard O’Neill
to check it over, emailed it to Marion for
consideration. “I was pretty stoked to hear
she accepted it” says Jack, “and it was kind
of unreal to see my story and photograph
published in a book that anyone can buy. I
don’t know if writing will be my thing yet
but I can tell you my mum went and
bought several copies to share around our
nearest and dearest!” This is Jack’s story:
I dressed in my warm camo jersey and
pants, rushed to the garage and threw on
my gumboots. Then it was a five-minute
excited wait for our neighbour to arrive.
“Hop in” Rob shouted, pulling up with a
skid. “Spotted some deer in Doherty’s back
paddock.”

Rob, an experienced hunter, roared off
leaving me only just enough time to climb
in. In the distance, close to where we live in
the Kaimai Ranges, we spotted deer on a
flat area. Rob drew to a halt. “Eight stags!”
he said, passing the binoculars. It was too
much of a long shot for me, so we needed
to get closer. The trek took a while but I
didn’t care – I was determined to shoot a
deer, just like my sister had. After scrambling up the steep hill, we ended in a dip
with a stag less than 10 metres away. “I
can see his antlers over the ridge”, Rob
whispered. Suddenly a pheasant came flying out of nowhere. It scared the hell out
of Rob and me – and the stag! When we
looked up the animal was gone. “On well”
Rob said. “Bad luck. We’ll try again tomorrow.”
Next morning, I woke to Mum shaking
me. “Rob called. He’s coming to pick you
up. There’s deer in our bush paddock. Get
yourself ready.” Only minutes after slipping on my boots, I heard Rob’s truck tyres
crunching along our stoney driveway.
“Quick”, he shouted, stopping. “Jump in.” I
made sure I was faster this time. At the
cowshed where Dad was busy milking
(and missing out), we switched to our side
by side vehicle and raced off. Just before
the paddock, Rob slowed right down so the
deer wouldn’t spook. “Close your
door….quietly” he whispered, then we
crept up to a rock I could lean my 7mm-08
rifle on. I stared through the scope. “Have
you go the stag in your sights?” Rob said,
soft through his breath. “Missed?” “No, you
didn’t!” Rob said. We made our way up the
hill. There was no blood, but there were
tracks. We followed them until they
stopped, and when we peered up the hill,

we saw the animal tangled in some vines.
We had to yank the stag out of the creepers
that wanted to keep hold of him. When we
studied the deer, we noticed it wasn’t a
clean kill. The bullet had sunk into the
lung. Next, we had to drag the gutted body
back to the side by side. Luckily, most of it
was downhill – because he was super
heavy. We hauled him a little further to a
ledge where we dropped him straight onto
the vehicle’s deck.
When we arrived back at the cowshed,
we transferred the deer, rifle and ammo
pouch into the truck. But once home, we
still had to get the stag to the chiller up the
road, so we reloaded it onto our ute. Once
at the chiller, we hung the animal so the
blood could dry out. It would stay there
until later that week. Our next job was to
prepare it for eating. When Rob opened
the chiller door, the cold (terrible) smell of
dead deer gassed the room. I squeezed my
nose, as he showed me how – if I’d aimed
about an inch higher – the bullet would’ve
connected with the spine, dropping the
stag on the spot. “Slice the meat I’ve cut”,
Rob said, after he had a few bits ready.
“Small, and on the angle.”
It felt chilly and yuck between my fingers, and I had a small nick on one that
stung like hell.
When we finished, we placed the meat
into bags to separate the different cuts
then loaded the heavy skin, frame and legs
on the ute for disposal. But we didn’t unload after we arrived home, so the stuff
just sat there until after school the next
day. My job was to dump it in our landfill
hole. I started the side by side, then reversed it up to Dad’s ute. I slid the body
parts onto the tray, and then the skin,

Make Christmas Magic
The team at Matamata Mitre 10 would like to
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe
and happy New Year!

Jack Stewart, now 14 was stoked to have his
story, Quest for a deer, published in ‘Grab ya
Boots’, an adventure story book published by
renowned New Zealand author, Marion Day.

which was in a white causmag bag, which
usually held magnesium oxide to stop
cows getting milk fever. That done, I drove
to the hole, the easiest part, and reversed,
also easy, so I could shove everything in.
At the same time, I spied the carcass of the
deer my sister had shot, rotting on top of
the pile. I certainly didn’t like to admit it,
but her deer was way, way bigger than
mine. I felt a little jealous, a little competitive, but not wanting to think about it any
further, I grabbed the sack and flung it on
the heap. Then the legs, and finally the
awkward body frame, complete with ribs.
When it was all done, I knew one thing for
sure … I needed one huge, huge rest! And I
needed to shoot another deer, bigger than
my sister’s!

CHRISTMAS
TRADING HOURS
Monday – Thursday
21st – 24th December
Christmas Day

Closed

Boxing Day

8.30am – 4.00pm

Sunday 27th December

9.00am – 4.00pm

Monday 28th December

9.00am – 4.00pm

Tuesday – Thursday
29th – 31st December

8.30am – 5.30pm

New Year’s Day

7 Waharoa Road
East, Matamata

7.30am – 5.30pm

Closed

Saturday 2nd January

8.30am – 4.00pm

Sunday 3rd January

9.00am – 4.00pm

Monday 4th January

9.00am – 4.00pm

Find us on

Phone 07 888 6362
mitre10.co.nz
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MATAMATA

Thank you!

Christmas
Lights Tour
1

1 O’Sullivan Drive

2

12 O’Sullivan Drive

3

13 O’Sullivan Drive

4

16 O’Sullivan Drive

5

19 O’Sullivan Drive

6

15 Kelso Place

7

5 Gibbs Place

8

8 Gibbs Place

9

23 Grosvenor Drive

10

26 Grosvenor Drive

11

10 Kahikatea Crescent

12

14 Kahikatea Crescent

13

11 Findlater Street

14

48 Findlater Street

15

57 Findlater Street

16

Matamata RSA –
5 Ngaio Street

17

52 Tawari Street

18

9 Manuka Street

19

31 James Avenue

20

425 Station Road

21

27 Stanley Street

22

31 Hampton Terrace

23

7 Kowhai Street

To all the entries for this year’s
Christmas Light Trail.

The five lucky winners have been drawn and will
each receive one of five $100 Mitre 10 vouchers
17

19

15

18

16

14

13

11 12

20

Success Realty Limited, Licensed Under the REA Act 2008

23
21
9
10
22
7
8
6

1

5
3

4
2

AND THE WINNERS ARE: JACINDA GREEN, PETER & JUDITH DOUGHTY, JIM ROUSE,
ROBYN & HENRY DE HAAS AND MARTIN & DEB DAVIES

Scene
... in your community

SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020

13

GAYE BELTON

Matamata
Community

Christmas
Dinner

T

An unstinting friend of the Matamata community

he respect of colleagues and empathy
with community were the hallmarks of
Gaye Belton’s life, as acknowledged by
a massive network following her death on
November 24 at age 89.
Gaye’s reach and depth of engagement throughout the Matamata district enabled the forthright – some
might say dogmatic – woman who
became known as SWMBO to find
a mid-life niche that was her true
calling. Her nickname (an
acronym for She Who Must
Be Obeyed) had an element
of truth to it, but above all
she was a workmate rather
than ‘The Boss’, she mentored
and counselled many, and still found
time for what she treasured above all else
– her family.
Gaye fitted enough for any normal lifetime
into her first 40-odd years before landing a
role with the Matamata Chronicle, which
in the 1970s was privately owned by local
couple Harry and Di Baker. From initial
roustabout duties (she might sneer at the
job description Girl Friday) she quickly
graduated to reporting, and a decade later,
when the then twice-weekly publication was
bought by Independent Newspapers, she became the managing editor.
That entailed a wide range of duties, including
continuation of her reporting on local events and
oversight of her editorial and sales teams, as well as
engagement with regional and national managers. The
mid-1980s saw the creation of what was to become
her most satisfying single achievement, East
Waikato Country, and even after “retirement” in

Friday December 25th
from 11.45am
St John Ambulance Hall,
Rawhiti Ave
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
Phone:
Mary 07 888 5100 or
Sue 07 888 9400
T
ransport
r is available
Transport
COME AND JOIN US!

20%rgeorff
Be nts
p ai

2005 when well into her 70s, she continued as a contributing writer.
Gaye’s tenure was marked by various awards in both
journalism and advertising for what in that era was a
leader in the vibrant community newspaper network.
Her love for and connection to Matamata was the inspiration, from sideline sports coverage in all weathers with
notepad and camera in hand, through to slices of local
life and her own uncompromising approach to serious
topics that needed confronting.
All of which begs the question: what made Gaye Belton so fit for purpose? That predated her birth in 1931 as
the youngest of Te Poi farming couple Claude and Marjorie Quinlan’s four children. Her grandfather Paddy
Quinlan was one of Matamata’s “second wave” of European pioneer settlers in the first decade of the 20th Century. The former publican’s main dairy farm was on
Taihoa South Road, complemented by another property
on the Tauranga road halfway up the Kaimai Ranges
managed by Claude and his sister Evelyn (the grandmother of this writer).
In the early 1920s Claude and Marj established their
own farm between Taihoa and Te Poi on what is known
as Daltons’ corner, which is where Gaye and her siblings
grew up, as did her own children and in due course,
grandchildren. After completing her secondary education at Matamata College she signed up as a trainee dental nurse, which meant a year in Wellington before
returning to Matamata where she put her newly acquired skills to use at local primary schools.
Older sisters Joan and Margaret had already joined the
post-War exodus of young New Zealanders setting off on
their OE, and Gaye didn’t want to miss out on that adventure, so in 1953 she travelled to the UK and worked
as a dental assistant in London’s trendy Sloane Street.
After a year she enlisted with the New Zealand Steam
Shipping Company which plied a regular route between
England and New Zealand mainly bringing British immi-

ONLY CLOSED CHRISTMAS
DAY & NEW YEARS DAY
Merry Christmas Matamata! We look forward to
seeing you over the festive season

KAIMAI GARDEN CENTRE

SH 27 on the Northern Boundary of Matamata Township
Open 7 Days 9am - 5.15pm
Toilets and easy parking – even for buses!

^
For those of you taking the opportunity to catch up on all
those DIY projects, we will be taking a short break
closing at noon Thursday 24th December and re-opening Tuesday 5th January
for the following hours: 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th January – 9am to 2pm
and Saturday 9th January – 9am to 12noon.

Guthrie Bowron’s got you covered with 20% off our Berger® paint range*. And if you
want your walls to sing, we’ve also stripped 20% off heaps of wallpaper^.
Don’t let these offers dry up. Come in and see us for these deals by January 11th.

Inspiration starts at your local Guthrie Bowron.
Oﬀers end January 11th 2021. Not available in conjunction with any other oﬀer or discount. *Excludes Berger Gold Label and Jet Dry. Tinting charges may
apply. Berger is a registered trade mark. ^Excludes nett priced wallpaper and freight charges.

Normal trading hours of 7.30am to 5.00pm will resume from
Monday 11th January 2021

GUTHRIE BOWRON MATAMATA
15 DECEMBER, 2020

KFC

Z

WE ARE HERE

PUTARURU

AUCKLAND

McD
MATAMATA TOWNSHIP
TAURANGA

Can’t survive the holidays
without your technology?

Want to give your home a fresh new^ look?
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competition, Country Day in
town, Lance O’Sullivan and
Shane Dye racing donkeys
down the main street –
real
country
community
stuff. We had a
massive connection with
our community.
The 1992 Cow
Cocky Feature
was testament
to that – it was
60 pages at
65% advertising, all black
and white, and
what a great
read. Gaye’s message on the cover thanked the farmers, the backbone of our community.”
Sandra Hunter joined the Chronicle editorial staff in the mid80s as “the oldest cadet in the country”, but she couldn’t have
found a better coach as she rose through the ranks to become editor. “Gaye led with good humour and by example, she was an
amazing friend, mentor and coach who cheered on every member
of the team in their personal and professional lives,” says Sandra.
“She always backed her staff publicly and, if you needed a bollicking, it happened in private. She was passionate about her community and encouraged us all to see the Chronicle as the village
pump – everyone had a story to tell and ‘no story was boring’. In
those days we really were the heart of the community.”
“Thinking back on all the good times, there were just so many,”
adds Brenda Collins. “I’m sure the stories will continue to be told
and shared for ever. There was always laughter surrounding Gaye
and that laughter continues to resonate in me. I’m sure I share
that with her family and everyone she connected with – I smile
whenever I think of her.”
Dennis Ryan.

Oh dear,
looks likE we're
all stuck here
in paradise for
Christmas.
It’s going to be tough...
Long summer days at the beach,
backyard cricket, BBQ’s and
balmy nights with the crew.
Road trips, boat trips and fresh
ﬁsh for dinner. Getting up late, over
indulging and afternoon snoozes.
Worse still, your favourite
Matamata law oﬃce is going to be
closed from the 23rd of December
till the 11th January.
So try and enjoy being ‘stuck’ here
in the most beautiful little country
in the world, and have yourselves
a very Merry Christmas.

8 Tainui Street, Matamata
(opposite Farmers) T. 07 880 9022
www.cooneyleesmorgan.co.nz

Leo, Brigitte, Gina and Karen would like to thank the community
for all their loyal support during 2020. We wish you and your
families a safe and happy Christmas and a wonderful new year!

*

2a w0ide%rangoefoff

grants to their new home.
The dental needs of passengers were balanced by a social existence with fellow crew members, one of whom, young Englishman George Belton, was to become her husband. They married
in London in 1958 and a year later settled permanently back in
Matamata on the family farm, which by then was under the management of Gaye’s brother John. George adapted readily to farm
life, together they became parents to four children – Stephen,
Simon, Nicholas and Jane – and Gaye’s immersion in community
life began in earnest.
For a decade or so she was just another Mum like so many others before and since, becoming involved in the development of a
playcentre in Te Poi and other activities around her children’s upbringing. But the break that was to change her life came in 1974
when she made the decision to rejoin the workforce.
“She just scraped in on the age limit but she was in boots and all
– as if she had to make up for lost time,” says daughter Jane.
“Gaye’s Gadabout was her first column in the Chronicle, followed
by Brickbats and Bouquets and Column 7. It soon became obvious
to us all that she was in her element. We saw plenty of Mum when
we were playing sport – she was the one on the sideline taking it
all in while on her reporting rounds. Along with Dad she still
made real family time for us though, and then for the grandies
when they came along. Together they were the best parents and
grandparents you could wish for. It was the same when the
Chronicle became such a big part of Mum’s life – she really did
love the paper and its people. I also ended up working there for a
while and it made me so proud to see how everyone in her team
chipped in and made it happen.”
Team unity comes through from all members of what became
known as Gaye’s Gang. One of her closest and longest-serving associates was Brenda Collins, never one to mince her words but in
the case of her former colleague, forever glowing in her description of Gaye as “the best boss ever”. “It’s almost impossible to
summarise such a big personality, big heart, big presence in so
many people’s lives,” says BC, Gaye’s partner in creating East
Waikato Country and her successor as general manager at the
Chronicle. “She was full of great ideas – the Spud in the Bucket

17 Arawa Street, Matamata | E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz | Ph: 07 888 8119
7.30am - 5pm Monday - Friday | 9am - 12pm Saturday

It’s time to get it running smoothly before
you head away to the beach
We get very busy with last minute repairs and would hate for you to miss out!

Our amazing team are away sunning themselves on the beach from
noon Thursday December 24th to Monday 4th January.

Phone 07 888 5627

25 Arawa Street, Matamata

info@imatecsolutions.co.nz

We’d like to wish all our
children, families and whanau a

Wonderful Christmas
and New Year.

The team will be taking a break from 2pm Wednesday December 23rd
but look forward to welcoming you all back on
7.30am Tuesday January 5th, 2021.

7 TETLEY ST, MATAMATA | PHONE 07 888 4235

Bring it in n
ow
– don’t wait
till
the last we
ek!
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Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Celebrating a Christmas walkthrough

L

ast Monday, Matamata Christian
School hosted a Christmas Walkthrough. The event saw over 200 visitors to the school, who enjoyed a
beautifully creative retelling of the events
around the birth of Jesus. Five venues each
focussed on a specific part of the story
which was portrayed by the students
through acting, song and dance. From
Mary and Joseph preparing to travel for a
census; finding no rooms available in Bethlehem; Magi preparing gifts for a new King;

and shepherds and angels on a starry hillside; to the humble birth of a Saviour in a
stable.
Visitors enjoyed hamburgers, a sausage
sizzle, slice and refreshments afterwards…
staying to take in the festive atmosphere
long after the story was told. Matamata
Christian School was only able to host this
event due to the incredible support of an
army of volunteers and their amazing
community who shared in the evening
with us. Thank you! Joanne Evans.

M ATA M ATA
Alexis, Rob and the team at Curtain Creations wish all their clients a safe
and happy holiday season and thank you for your continued support and
patience as they navigate some supply difficulties.
The team will be taking a short break from Monday 21st December and
will be available again for consultations from Tuesday 19th January 2021.

:H ZRXOG OLNH WR VLQFHUHO\ WKDQN \RX IRU \RXU VXSSRUW
DQG SDWLHQFH GXULQJ  HVSHFLDOO\ DV ZH QDYLJDWHG
FKDOOHQJLQJ VXSSO\ LVVXHV
2XU VKRZURRP ZLOO EH FORVHG IURP :HGQHVGD\ UG 'HFHPEHU
DQG ZLOO UHRSHQ 0RQGD\ WK -DQXDU\ 
:H ZLOO VWLOO EH DYDLODEOH IRU DQ\ XUJHQW HQTXLULHV GXULQJ WKLV WLPH
3OHDVH FDOO    RU   

We provide our clients with the largest selection of fabrics in the Waikato!

Curtains

Shutters

Wallpaper

Bespoke Bedding and Headboards
Kovac Furniture

Ottomans

%LOO +HDWKHU +HOHQ DQG WKH WHDP
ZLVK \RX DOO D YHU\ PHUU\ &KULVWPDV
DQG VDIH KDSS\ QHZ \HDU

Cushions and Throws

Curtain Creations
BY DESIGN

A perfect balance between beauty and performance
17/19 Rawhiti Avenue (The Base) Matamata
Phone 07 888 5414 | Mobile 027 590 1924
Email: alexis@curtaincreations.co.nz
www.curtaincreations.co.nz

Our boutique interior design studio operates by appointment only.
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We wish our customers a very
merry Christmas and prosperous new year.
We will be open throughout the Christmas period

GET YOUR POOL
READY NOW FOR THE
SWIMMING SEASON
We have everything you need to make your
pool sparkle and we will make it easy!
• Chemicals • Accessories • Latest Robotic pool cleaners • Pool pumps & filters
• Pool Heat Pumps • Salt Chlorinators • Mineral Chlorinators • Valet service
• Pump repairs • FREE Pool water testing • Plus much more!

DURING DECEMBER & JANUARY
FOR ALL YOUR POOL & SPA NEEDS.

Matamata’s only Pool & Spa Shop

We are here to help!

Corner of Tui & Tainui Streets, Matamata

OPEN SATURDAYS 9.30AM - 12.30PM

Phone: 07 888 7524

Email: info@ag-worx.co.nz
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Here’s to a happy,

Tis the season to be jolly…

safe Christmas

and holiday break!

Thanks for supporting us during 2020,
we look forward to straightening
things out again in 2021.
We are closed from
Wednesday 23rd December and re-open
Tuesday 5th January

WAIOMOU ST

X
WE
ARE
HERE

TO TAURANGA

GARLAND ST
ROCKFORD ST
WAIHOU ST

GULL

TO HAMILTON

TO HOT SPRINGS
TO TOWN CENTRE

APPROVED STRUCTURAL
REPAIR CENTRE

Phone 07 888 6508
Mobile 021 838 421
6 Waiomou Street,
Matamata

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Matamata Police caring for our community

C

hristmas for many people is a happy time of year, and an
opportunity to enjoy spending some quality time relaxing
with family and friends – as it should be. However sadly,
this is also a time of year when Matamata Police see spikes in
crimes such as domestic abuse, burglaries, and drink driving. Our
local police officers would like to take the opportunity to remind
everyone of a few important messages heading into the holiday
season.
High on the list is drink driving and although this is an important issue throughout the year, the festive season often brings increased social activities, so vigilance is essential. It is crucial to
plan before you party and ensure alternative arrangements are
made to get everyone home safely. There is simply no excuse to
put your own life, or anyone else’s, at risk by making a decision to
drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Another area of concern is domestic abuse. Police are doing all
they can to stop it, however they cannot achieve this without incidents being reported. Family harm and domestic abuse victims
need to have the confidence to take that first step, make the call
and know there is help and support available. Too, if you are
aware another person is at risk, you are encouraged to report it
to police in confidence.
During the holiday period, there will be an increase in traffic on
the road, so police implore all motorists to take extra care. Noone wants the tragedy of losing loved ones through completely
avoidable circumstances such as speeding, inattention or distraction.
And finally, for the police, Christmas is no different to any other
time of year, and keeping your homes, garages and cars secure,
looking out for our neighbours – particularly the elderly who may
be alone or vulnerable, and taking note of anything that might
seem out of the ordinary is important. If you are going away,
share your plans with trusted neighbours, ensure all doors and
windows are locked, have your mail held or get your mailbox
cleared regularly. Its also a good idea if you are away for extended
periods to have someone park their car in your driveway, mow
your lawn and close the curtains at night with a light left on. Mata-

Matamata Police encourage their community to keep homes, garages
and cars secure throughout the holiday season, and look out for one
another. If you’re travelling, buckle up, be aware and remain alert –
let’s all look forward to a happy and prosperous 2021.

mata Community Patrol can also schedule more regular driveby’s if they are advised of your plans. Remember, you can contact
police 24 hours a day, seven days per week on 111 for police, fire
and ambulance emergencies, or 105 for non emergencies.
On a happier note, Matamata Police feel very fortunate to have
been working in a community where, on a daily basis, they are
witness to a strong community spirit and combined camaraderie.
They would like to thank the community for their continued support and assistance during 2020 and wish everyone a safe, restful and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. Let’s hope you see us
before we see you!
Caron Stewart.

FREE

FREE
Underlay

on selected
carpet*

Crosswave
Floor Cleaner
on Rhino
everCore**

36
MONTHS
No Interest
Free^

*Valid until 13/12/20 on selected ranges and colours while stocks last. Supplied with Dreamwalk
Red Underlay. **Conditions: Valid until 13/12/20 on selected ranges and colours while stocks
last. Supplied with a Bissell Crosswave Corded Floor Cleaner (Model 2225F) valued at $529 on
orders 25m2 and over. ^Finance lending criteria, terms and conditions apply.

Matamata Carpet Court Matamata
Watersons
CnrTainui
Tainui&&Tamihana
Tamihana
Streets,
Matamata 3400
Cnr
Sts,
Matamata
Phone:
07 888
8625
07
888 8625
| flooring@watersons.co.nz

www.carpetcourt.nz
www.carpetcourt.nz
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tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Matamata Primary host a gala affair

lthough it was initially planned for
the previous week, inclement
weather forced a postponement for
Matamata Primary School’s annual Gala
Day. Thankfully the rescheduled event saw
an awesome summer’s day and with heaps
of fun and games on offer, children and
their families had a blast! Here are a few of
the highlights:

CLINI CS

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR

OPENING HOURS
Pohlen Clinics

Ultrasound

X-ray

Monday 21 Dec

8.30am – 4.30pm

8.30am – 4.30pm

8.30am – 4.30pm

Tuesday 22 Dec

8.30am – 4.30pm

CLOSED

8.30am – 4.30pm

Wednesday 23 Dec

8.30am – 4.30pm

8.30am – 4.30pm

8.30am – 4.30pm

Thursday 24 Dec

8.30am – 12.30pm

8.30am – 12.30pm

8.30am – 12.30pm

Friday 25 Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Saturday 26 Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Sunday 27 Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Monday 28 Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Tuesday 29 Dec

9.00am – 3.00pm

CLOSED

9.00am – 3.00pm

Wednesday 30 Dec

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

Thursday 31 Dec

9.00am – 1.00pm

9.00am – 12.30pm

9.00am – 1.00pm

Friday 1 January

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Saturday 2 January

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Sunday 3 January

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Monday 4 January

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Tuesday 5 January

9.00am – 3.00pm

CLOSED

9.00am – 3.00pm

Wednesday 6 January

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

Thursday 7 January

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

Friday 8 January

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

9.00am – 3.00pm

56 Rawhiti Ave, Matamata | Phone 07 881 9100 | www.pohlen.co.nz

SUN

Online bookings now available
Check out out at

www.matamatamedical.co.nz
The Doctors and staff at MMC
would like to wish all our patients a

Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy New Year.

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Urgent Clinic
10am – 12noon

Open

Open

Open

Open
8.30am-3pm

Closed
Christmas Day

Urgent Clinic
10am – 12noon

27

28

29

30

31

01

02

Urgent Clinic
10am – 12noon

Closed

Open
Book on the day

Open

Open

Closed
New Year’s Day

Urgent Clinic
10am – 12noon

03

04

05

06

08

09

Urgent Clinic
10am – 12noon

Closed

Open

07

Rawhiti Ave | Matamata | Phone 07 881 9102 or 07 881 9104
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Tis the season to be jolly…
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tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Rehoming the Matamata Community Chest

DQG RSHUDWHG

M
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atamata Community Chest first
began over 50 years ago – originally at Waharoa, and has contributed to the fundraising efforts of many
community groups ever since. Administered and coordinated by volunteers, the
Community Chest committee are always
grateful for support but this week, they are
beyond excited with the transition from
leased premises to their own building
kindly gifted by Matamata Senior Citizen’s
Trust. “We were absolutely delighted” says
President Theunis Miedema, “and thanks
to the generosity of local companies, have
made some significant improvements
ready for the next 50 years!”
Matamata Community Chest op-shop is
a major opportunity for 50 clubs and organisations within the Matamata district to
raise funds whether they are sports clubs,
St John, Theatre and the arts, Pohlen Hospital, local Marae’s and Playcentre’s among
others. They are allocated a week each
during the year where all donated goods
are sold for their benefit.
“Without the generosity of the community, the op-shop would not be the success
it is” says Theunis. “All good, clean and
reusable items are accepted, but it is important that nothing dirty, broken or unusable is dropped off. We don’t have the
available funds to be constantly disposing
of rubbish at the refuse centre, but welcome anything else that will make money
including plants, fruit and vegetables,
tools, clothing, linen and household furniture.”

DQG DGYLFH
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Pictured outside the almost complete purpose-built garage, Matamata Community Chest committee members include from back left, Paddy McCarvill, Phil Beetham and Theunis Miedema.
From front left are Lorraine Miedema, and Shirley and David Rea.

One of the main frustrations experienced
over recent years, was the inadequate
storage space for larger furniture items
and for example, beds. Many of the volunteers are in their senior years and simply
don’t have the ability to lug heavy items in
and out of the store during opening and
closing hours. Recently, thanks to Peter
Vossen Builders however, the new facilities diagonally opposite the current store,
have offered the solution.
“We engaged Peter Vossen Builders to
construct a fit-for-purpose secure garage
that will permanently house our larger
items” says Theunis. “The team has absolutely exceeded our expectation and we
are really excited to move in. There is no
way such a significant project could have
proceeded with the incredible generosity
of David Rea, J Swap Contractor’s, Phil
Ruck Accountants, Waterson’s Carpet
Court, John Van den Broek and the
plumbers, electricians and painters who
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FRPPXQLW\

+HDWLQJ

SURMHFWV

'UDLQOD\LQJ
*DVILWWLQJ

 &RPEHU 6WUHHW 0DWDPDWD

“

  

ZZZFRPDJFRQ]

PROUD CHOSEN LOCAL
CONTRACTOR FOR MATAMATA
COMMUNITY CHEST

Our reputation’s building quality
at a price you can afford

Phone: 07 888 5319
Peter: 0274 969 537
peter@petervossenbuilders.co.nz
www.petervossenbuilders.co.nz
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”

It was a pleasure to complete the new
building for the benefit of so many non-forprofit community organisations. We wish
Matamata Community Chest all the best
with their new building and the tremendous support they have received
over the years. Here at PVB we
specailise in designing and building new homes and large-scale
alterations achieving a look
unique to you that is accommodating to your lifestyle.

have all contributed. Our committee have
been a huge help and of course, a huge
thanks also goes to the community to continue to support Matamata Community
Chest by way of purchases or donations.”
With the carpark refurbishment due to
start soon, the expectation is that the shop
transition will be completed by the end of
January – although it may be street parking only for a wee while. The main hall,
which will be the shop, is also currently
undergoing a refurbishment with a new
book room, fitting room, shelving, and
work room in progress. Theunis and his
committee would also like to offer their extreme appreciation to the community for
their continued support, and wish everyone a merry Christmas and a safe, happy
New Year. If you would like further information about adding your organisation to
the list, or offering time as a volunteer,
please contact Theunis on 0274 953 493.
Caron Stewart.

Tis the season to be jolly…

T

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Twilight Market a huge
community success

he Matamata Chamber of Commerce’ inaugural Twilight Market was a Christmas cracker staged in
Arawa Street south on Friday evening a week ago.
The event attracted more than 50 participating stalls along
with entertainment and family friendly activities. Organ-

Happy to entertain during the
evening was Heather Le Vaillant playing the African drum.

isers received tremendous support from businesses, community groups and individuals and were delighted with its
success. At the same time the Chamber of Commerce
launched a funding drive for a town Christmas tree, with
$10,000 already raised for the $30,000 project.

Who could resist this cuteness? Hugo and
Bella Jaynes had tons of fun together!

Always a favourite at Christmas, Matamata Brass provided awesome street
entertainment throughout the Twilight Market evening.

Pictured are Brooke and Mitchell Cosgrove who had a great time
at the Twilight Market.

What a great evening to be a kid! Five year old Isabella
and three year old Arthur van de Molen had an awesome
time and loved their face painting.

Matamata Rotarians Kevin Kent, Leonie Tisch and Kevin Sing
were delighted with the community support while promoting their
monster raffle and the sale of Rotary Christmas Trees.

Pictured from back left are cousins Olivia Warrender, Summer Vaughan and Jenna Warrender with Nana June
(Maisey), auntie Wendy Maisey Ross, Paula Vaughan and
Reef Vaughan. The family had a neat night together enjoying the festivities.

Who could refuse one of our community favourites, Graeme
(Podge) Waterson? He was selling beautiful hand made gifts
created by the late Kevin Lansdown.

Thank you Matamata!
Christmas at our place was a great success with the Twilight Market
and Matamata Mitre 10 Christmas Parade, thanks to everyone who
came along. We would particularly like to acknowledge:
Matamata Mitre 10

New World Matamata

J Swap Contractors Ltd

Electrico

Matamata Budget Advisory Service
Matamata St John Ambulance
Rotary Club of Matamata

Matamata-Piako District Council
Matamata Paper Plus & Toyworld
Matamata Police

Ngati Hinerangi

Matamata Volunteer Fire Brigade

Matamata Community Patrol

Matamata Kiwanis

Kaimai Valley Services

Matamata Lions Club

Ross Bay (Starfish Social Services)

and of course….Santa!

Let’s get a Community Christmas Tree for 2021 and beyond!
We are on a mission to have a spectacular 9 metre high fully dressed Christmas Tree in
Matamata for Christmas 2021 and beyond. So, the challenge has been set to raise the
$30,000 required to make this fantastic project happen.
In conjunction with the already generous donations, we’re appealing for community
contributions, and those of $50 or more will be recognised on the fundraising
barometer outside Matamata Real Estate in Arawa Street and permanently on a
plaque on the tree’s surrounding picket fence.
If you’re interested in making a donation, or have some ideas on where you would
like to see the tree go, contact Chamber of Commerce General Manager,
Steve Edwards: steve@matamataNZ.co.nz or 027 204 2946
SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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Christmas
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AT OUR PLACE

Christmas parade
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KING ELECTRICAL
YOUR EXPERIENCED TEAM!
18 years of service

26 years of service

AARON

DAVID

Servicing the community for over

50 years

14 years of service

KURT

13 years of service

CARL

The team at King Electrical would like to wish their community a very happy Christmas
and a safe and prosperous New Year. We thank you all for your continued,
loyal support during such a challenging year.

17 years of service

BRENDAN

Our office will be closed from 5pm Thursday December 24 and re-open on
Monday January 11, 2021 at 8.30am. However, our team will continue
to offer 24/7 breakdown service throughout the holiday period.

6 years of service

JOSH

5 years of service

2 years of service

LUKE

TERESA – Office Manager

20 years of service

JEREMY

43 years of service

NEVILLE

14 years of service

CHRIS

24 HOUR TOTAL EMERGENCY SERVICE

2 years of service

Where quality is guaranteed and service is renowned
For all your electrical needs

KYLIE – Office Administrator

JUSTIN

Design | Maintenance | Manufacturing | Installation | Sales

Matamata: 07 888 7578 • Tirau: 07 883 1130
54 Firth Street, Matamata | www.kingelectrical.co.nz

4 years of service

4 years of service

ANDREW

6 years of service

MATT
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CHRIS R

3 years of service

JAKE
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1 year of service

FLYNN

1 year of service

CAMERON

New to the team

REED

New to the team

HARRISON

New to the team

TYLER

New to the team

MICHELLE

Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Appreciating
the smallest
supporters of
volunteers

I

t takes a lot of training for a certain Chief
Fire Officer to don the finery associated
with the children’s Christmas party at
Matamata Volunteer Fire brigade – but once
again, he rose to the challenge and his wife’s
pillows were spared from packing out the
red coat! Jokes aside, CFO Kevin Curtis really
looks forward to the annual event at the station – particularly as a small way to show his
huge appreciation to spouses, partners and
children of those giving their time so generously to keep our community safe. “Regardless of the day, time or season, our volunteer
fire fighters make themselves available with
every emergency call received” says Kevin.
“Whether it’s during the day while they’re at
work, at night while they should be sleeping
or even when celebrating their own family
occasions, once the pager sounds – they’re in
the car and down to the station. Offering a
morning of fun for the younger supporters is
a neat way for us to show them just how
much they matter.”
Starting with a bouncy castle, fun, games
and a morning tea spread of all things
‘yummy’, Santa then made his arrival in the
fire truck. Children were delighted to all receive a gift and have the opportunity to share
their secret wishes ready for Christmas. Here
are a few of the highlights:
Caron Stewart.

Little one year old Thea Curtis wasn’t quite sure
about all the festivity but she seemed to have a special connection with Santa! Pictured with Thea is
her very proud nana, Carol Curtis.

P 07 888 7128
M 027 493 5472
E magreenwell@xtra.co.nz
www.greenwellbricklayers.co.nz

Natural Stonework
Designer Schist
Brickwork
Paving
Tiling
Block-laying
Landscaping

Thank you to
everyone for your
loyal support
throughout 2020
Much appreciated…
from Milton, Kevin,
Shelley, Murray,
Reece, Tim, Sean,
Nugget, and Ant

Matamata Timber &
Hardware Ltd
Rewa Street, Matamata
07 888 8145
office@matamatatimber.co.nz
Evelyn Morrison, Lacey Austin and Daisy McGurk
had a great morning of fun at the Matamata Volunteer Fire Brigade’s children’s Christmas party. They
especially enjoyed the bouncy castle.

Greenwell
Bricklayers Ltd
MARK GREENWELL

The team at
Matamata Timber
& Hardware
wishes you all a
jolly Christmas
and a safe
New Year!

This little munchkin, Maddie Dean, was more interested in grabbing Santa’s beard than her present –
but isn’t she a cutie!

Mark and the team wish you all a safe and
Happy Christmas, and would like to take this
opportunity to thank our valued customers
and suppliers for their support throughout
the year. We’ve been proud to be involved
with all your building, renovating or
landscaping designs, and look forward
to discussing prospective plans and
ideas for the New Year. Best wishes
for a safe and happy holiday season
and a prosperous 2021.
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Tis the season to be jolly…

We’d like to take the
opportunity to thank you
for your custom during
2020 and look forward
to seeing you in 2021.

Council approves rates increase for audit

C

ouncil has been working on a plan
for the next 10 years for several
months, taking a hard look at what
needs to be done to help our district move
forward.
Today Council signed off the draft plan
and proposed ten year budgets to be audited, with a total rates increase in the first
year of 11.8%. This means Council would
collect 11.8% more from rates than in
2020/21, but 1.5% of that is expected to
be covered by new ratepayers, as the district is continuing to experience strong
growth.
This means existing ratepayers would
fund 10.3% of the total rates increase. How
that impacts different properties would
vary - some would see an increase of more
than 10%, and others would see less.
“This is a Long Term Plan that is
grounded in reality,” said Mayor Ash Tanner. “We live here too and we don’t like
large rates increases either, but we are
dealing with escalating costs in core areas
of our business - like maintaining our
roads, rubbish and recycling and complying with drinking water standards. We
have no choice but to face these challenges
head on.”
“We’re tackling those issues, but we also
have some really exciting proposals
included over the next ten years, like
revitalising our main streets, and planning
ahead for recreation facilities - including
an additional indoor stadium for Matamata, the Morrinsville pool. Projects
that will help make our community a

Our workshop will be
closed from 12 noon
Thursday 24th December
and re-opens on
Tuesday 5th January.

Have a Merry
Christmas and
Happy New Year.
CALL NOW
07 888 5023
144 Broadway
(behind Matamata Carwash)
AIR-CONDITIONING
SERVICE – NOW AVAILABLE

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Locally
owned and
operated

ISUZU parts and service agent, Marshall
Batteries agent, Castrol stockist, MTA member

more vibrant, thriving place.”
“We’re also proposing to develop a new
day spa in Te Aroha. We expect when the
development is up and running it will be
self-funding, so there should be little impact on rates, but a significant impact on
the district - attracting both domestic and
international visitors.”
“We’ve put a lot of time into evaluating
the options and trying to find a balance between these exciting projects, and what is
affordable.”
In June 2020, in response to Covid-19,
Council opted for a zero increase to general rates - which meant farmers had no
rates increase at all, while urban properties had a small increase in targeted rates.
The flow on effect of this is that higher
value farms will see a higher increase in
2021 than urban properties.
“We kept the increase to general rates at
zero this year, but we have some big challenges that we have to face,” added Mayor
Ash. “Keeping rates low just to be popular

puts our district in a dangerous position in
years to come - no one will thank us in the
future if we’re facing 20-30% rates increases because we weren’t brave enough
to face facts.”
“Whatever the total draft rates increase
is, the community will have their opportunity to have their say on it,” says Mayor
Ash Tanner. “We know that any rates increase, however big or small, can have a
significant impact on some people in the
community, and this Council is committed
to engaging with the community so we can
make informed decisions.”
Council will be consulting on the draft
Long Term Plan in March 2021. Opportunities to tell us what you think will
be widely advertised in local newspapers, Council’s Facebook page, and
mpdc.govt.nz. If you want to be notified directly of the opportunity to have your say,
you can sign up for email notifications
here, or download the free Antenno app
from Google Play or the App Store.
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Putaruru

3 Rolfe Way Putaruru
Ph: 07 883 3310 021 798 565
quinn@thehondashop.co.nz

Wishing you all a
Merry Christmas and
Happy New
Year!
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Don’t forget your pets
this Christmas
• Arrange a sitter if you have plans
• Keep pets out of hot cars
• See our instore range of pet Christmas gifts

We wish everyone a very merry Christmas
and safe and healthy new year.

4 TAINUI STREET, MATAMATA
P 07 888 5555 0508 KAIMAI VETS
info@landmarkvets.co.nz
www.landmarkvets.co.nz

Year 9s designing the future of Matamata

W

ith the end of year faculty days, teachers at Matamata
College get the opportunity to review the past year,
plan for the new year and work on ways to continue
engaging and educating their students. While they are doing
this, other departments work with students focussing on enquiry learning and setting challenges a little out of the ordi-

From providing a facility for socialising, drawing more attention to
Matamata, generating money and employment, “Funland” would
incorporate everything from a roller coaster rides to a petting zoo
and food stalls. It would also have camping and cabin sites!

nary. This week, students were challenged to think about the
type of things they would like to see in the community and
after researching and planning, come up with a concept they
believe would add value. Ideas were interesting, creative and
vastly different – Here are a few ideas of what students believe could be “The future of Matamata”.
Caron Stewart.

Wairere Waterpark was an idea presented by year 9 students
Emma, Sasha and Brenna who thought it would be a great way to
attract more tourists to the district. As well as generating extra
funds into the community, the girls said it would provide jobs, a
memorable experience and lots of fun!

After experiencing the lockdown following the Covid
19 outbreak, Connor J and Riley C came up with the
idea of a Drone Drop service. Groceries and necessary items would be collected and delivered by drone
which, they believe, will also contribute to less pollution in the environment by not having to use vehicular transport!

We will be closed from 25 December and
reopen on 5 January 2021.
721< :($7+(5/(<

For assistance during this period phone 07 888 4405 and
you will be transferred to our on call technician.

   _   
721<#Ζ&21Ζ&(/(&75Ζ&$/&21=

MERRY

Morrinsville - Matamata

2020

1945

Ph 0800 275 548

Wishing you all a very
merry Christmas and happy new year.

CHRISTMAS

• Milking/stalling systems – installation and
repair
• Cooling/Water reticulation – all farm and
shed water
• Water pump advice, supply, installation
and maintenance
• Automated management systems
• Machinery servicing

MATAMATA!

10 Waharoa West Road, Matamata
Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
P: 07 888 4405
E: sales@milknwaterservices.co.nz | www.milknwaterservices.co.nz

24/7 CALL OUT BREAKDOWN SERVICE
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TOSSING THE TOOLS

for the tee
C

elebrating 52 years on the end of a hammer, local
builder Richard Coleman has absolutely no doubt
he picked the right career as he hands over the
reins to his successors. The end of 2020 will see the end
of an era as the popular businessman takes up a wellearned retirement.
Having completed his apprenticeship with Stanley Construction in the early 1970s, Richard was also employed by
Harry Lowe and Trower Panels before going out on his
own over 40 years ago. He laughs when he remembers
launching Coleman Builders from his trusty old Corolla
station wagon with his collection of tools and a trailer.
“I have been incredibly fortunate to have had a job where
every day has been enjoyable” says Richard. “And,
although I might have updated the vehicles and gear over
the years, my commitment to my clients has remained the
same. I have always strived to offer the best service and
craftsmanship possible, and expected the same from my
team over the years.”
From the very first house he built – which incidentally was
for Bill and Doreen Fort who still reside there, to homes
still currently under construction, Richard still gets a kick
out of standing back and appreciating the view! “I have lost
count of the number of locals I have had the privilege of
building for” says Richard, “but remember every job. It has
been such an honour being chosen to build, renovate or
improve people’s most significant investment over the
years and something I have never taken for granted.”
As well as residential building, Coleman Builders Ltd has
also been contracted to undertake industrial projects
including various commercial buildings, the Waharoa
Service Station workshop, Matamata Car Painters and
more recently, Gull Service Station.
“It’s difficult to convey just how much I have appreciated
the wonderful loyalty of the community, all the fantastic
subbies and tradesmen I have worked alongside over the
years and just how much I appreciate living in a town like
ours” says Richard. “Over the years I have had 18
apprentices, many of whom have gone on to enjoy very
successful careers in the trade – some even starting their

After experiencing the building industry through the Matamata
College Gateway programme, Deveraux Jackson was
pleased to be offered full time employment at Coleman
Builders and soon began his apprenticeship. Having recently
qualified, Deveraux says he has never regretted his decision
and particularly loves the challenge and satisfaction of new
home builds and extensive renovation.

Kacey Garforth was a year into his apprenticeship before transferring to Coleman Builders. Having qualified in November 2019,
he says there is nothing more rewarding than exceeding a
client’s expectation and having the opportunity of working with a
team that completes every job as if it were their own.

own businesses, which of course, has been great to see.
Now, in making my decision to retire, I’m very confident
I have left the business in good hands with two of my
current team - the time is right for me to hang up the tool
belt and enjoy what I suppose, is referred to as ‘the
golden years’ with my lovely wife Roni.
I offer my heartfelt thanks to all, and
hope those who have crossed my path
over the years take this as a personal acknowledgement.”

For Bradley West and his brother Callum, working for a well-known,
respected and highly skilled builder was enough to cement solid plans for
their future. With Richard’s retirement, the pair are proud to continue his
business with the same commitment to quality, integrity and attention to
detail. Although they will be rebranding to West Construction Ltd, it will be
business as usual for all your building and construction requirements.

Richard and Roni Coleman would
like to wish their community a
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Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year.

Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!
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Reflecting on 2020 and looking forward to 2021
C
h r is tm a s!
T
his year has been memorable with the
negative impacts of the covid-19 pandemic somewhat overshadowing the
positives. You just have to look at where
New Zealand is now in our own little bubble
and how we continue to be adversely affected by the ongoing problems around the
world.
Being re-elected to council for my second
term meant the trainer wheels were off and
we were soon into building the new team
and wading through the prescriptive council processes once again. The pandemic has
brought challenges and has been a distraction from day to day operations. We quickly
made the transition from meetings in the
board room to virtual meetings via zoom. It
was relief when lockdown ended and we
could get back into the boardroom. I felt
quite “zoomed out” due to having other
work commitments outside council that also
required virtual meetings. Through adversity there has been opportunity to do things
differently. Nothing like having change
forced upon you!
It is an ongoing light hearted joke in the
board room that I can talk rubbish - because
of my national knowledge of the solid waste
sector through my being the Chair of the
Agrecovery Foundation. Solid waste is a significant issue not only for our district or nationally but also internationally and the cost
of dealing with it is getting more complicated and dearer, which has to be paid for.
For some weird reason there is a misconception that council makes money from the
sale of the rubbish bags. Believe me this is
not the case. I chair the Solid Waste Working Party and we have been reviewing the

Waste Management and Minimisation Plan
in preparation of the current contract ending in 2023. Central Government is driving
changes in this space so we need a plan that
will meet the legislative requirements and
be adaptable to changes on the horizon. The
proposed plan will be part of the consultation document which includes the triennial
review of the Long Term Plan which will hit
your mail boxes next year.
There is also plenty happening with the
various other roles I have within council and
it is heartening to see progress with the
community stadium project. Capital projects take time to eventuate, sometimes too
much time for many of us. Some friends suggested I would get frustrated with the slow
pace. Many of us in business can act spontaneously when we identify a problem or an
opportunity. We can seek a solution, action it
and review it in a relatively small space of

/MXGLIRW ` 0EYRHVMIW ` *YVRMXYVI ` :ERMXMIW

time. Fortunately, I am quite pragmatic so I
accept the requirement of a thorough auditable process. Legislative bureaucracy
adds cost and complexity to these processes.
We are about to ratify the budget to go out
for consultation for the 2021-22 year and we
aren’t even six months into the current financial year. I feel public expectation for services and facilities are on the increase which
coupled with the necessary investment in
renewing of infrastructure, such as water
pipes and treatment plants and the additional compliance costs imposed upon council by central government puts pressure on
rates and the subjective perception of keeping rates affordable. There are tough decisions to make because we simply can’t do
everything.
I continue to find the role as one of your
elected members interesting and challenging. One aspect that can be easily taken for
granted is the beautiful locality we live in. I
often enjoy the opportunity to walk up to
Whakapipi (Bald Spur lookout) after our
council meetings. How unique is that? To be
in the bush with tui and the odd kereru
within minutes of sitting in the office is a
great way to clear the head and get some
much needed exercise. The Mokena geyser
even does its thing sometimes when I’m
walking past. I think we need to be grateful
for what we have and not continually focus
on what we don’t have. This is especially
pertinent at present as we have the privilege
of carrying on with our lives in a relatively
normal fashion compared to the rest of the
world. Roll on 2021 and the challenges and
achievements it may bring!
Adrienne Wilcock.

2020 has been a busy
year and we’d like to
thank you for your
appreciated support.

Our workshop will be closed
from Wednesday 23rd December 2020
through to Tuesday 5th January 2021,
however we will be on call over the
Christmas period for emergency call-outs.

Have a safe and happy holiday
season from Lyndon, Lee and the
team at King’s Glass & Glazing.

KINGS GLASS
& GLAZING

07 888 4237
Lyndon Johns 021 0233 1627
mtmglasssecurity@outlook.com
Farmers Road – behind Mobil Service Centre
“Locally owned & operated with pride”

We’d like to take the opportunity of thanking all our loyal
clients and wish you a very Merry Christmas.
Our office will be closed from December 23rd at 3pm
to January 11th but we are on call 24/7 for emergency service.

If you’re thinking about building or renovating in the new year,
call us now. We can help make the process easy!
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Although we’ll be closed from Wednesday, December 23rd to
Wednesday, January 13th, if you’re in the poo – we’re still
here for you!

Unit 1/6 Comber Street, Matamata. www.electrico.co.nz

Phone 07 888 8245

We’ll have on-call
emergency service
available throughout
the holiday season!

We’d also like to thank all our customers and clients for their
continued support during 2020 and wish all our locals a very
Merry Christmas.
• Honest and reliable service,
100% customer satisfaction
• 24/7 Emergency service
• 100% locally owned and operated

07 888 8147 | 0800 PLUMBCO | 11a Garland Street, Matamata
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Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Working towards the best for our district

I

t’s been 12 months since I was elected to Council. The election process is not for the faint
hearted - the 2019 elections had one of the largest voter turn outs in a number of years.
For me, the wait for final confirmation was lengthy however on November 6, 2019, I was
sworn in as an elected member of the Matamata- Piako District Council.
I am always asked if I am enjoying my new role and I am clear in replying that it is a privilege to be elected by the Matamata community and yes - I love it.
The role is mentally stimulating, the subject matter varied, from roading to rates, water
to resource management and national planning standards. The issues are varied, the pace
is fast. Pre-reading, absolutely essential. Those that know me and voted for me know that
I am not shy of voicing my opinion and I do. I believe my role is to speak up for the ratepayer.
Council was preparing the annual plan when Covid 19 hit. I was of the opinion that we
should show compassion to our ratepayer and make the right decision for the unprecedented circumstances facing us. At the time we didn’t know how our local economy might

be affected. Yes, this decision will have a
flow on effect in future years, but I believe it
was the right decision at the time.
The levels of service the ratepayer expects
comes at a cost. Council is, simply, like any
household. You have money coming in
which pays the bills, maybe you have some
savings, and you can borrow for something
tangible but, at the end of the day, balancing
wants and needs is a decision that takes
careful thought and planning. I want the best
for the district, I want us to have everything
that offers us a strong, healthy economy that
encourages growth. It’s what I campaigned
for however I am also a ratepayer on a single
income, so I am always conscious of the burden our decisions can put on ratepayers.
The projects and committees I am on have
been the two Provincial Growth Funds (PGF)
committees Sadly both the Te Aroha and
Waharoa PGF applications were declined by
Government, however Council still believes
that the Te Aroha Spa project has merit and
I offered to remain on that committee which
is currently working on a first step to upgrade the Te Aroha Domain. I believe the
Waharoa Industrial Park project has merit
and if and when that emerges at any time in
the future I will make sure that I offer my
support.
Other projects I am involved with are the
Hauraki Rail Trail Trust, and my main focus
at the moment is the Hetana Street one-way
trial and a visionary plan for the Hetana
Street Plantation incorporating a phase two
upgrade of Arawa Street.
At the start of my term I told Mayor Ash
that I was interested in becoming a Resource
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Frank & Belinda would like to
take this opportunity to wish
their clients and community a
very Merry Christmas and a safe
and happy New Year.
Over the holiday period we are
available on Mobile for any
financing needs you have.

Frank 027 488 6681
Belinda 027 270 4621
95 Arawa Street
matamata@mtf.co.nz
mtf.co.nz/matamata

Management Commissioner. I found out that
was a very bold statement and suddenly I
was facing a very steep learning curve and
completing the course which qualifies me as
a RMA Commissioner along with my fellow
Councillors, Adrienne Wilcock, Kevin Tappin
and Donna Arnold.
I am enjoying working with the other
MPDC Councillors and Mayor Ash who are
great people, and all of whom are passionate about the district. We are all strong
voices around the table and each have our
areas of expertise. We are supported by
amazing staff who provide information and
expertise that informs our decisions. In another two years I will have completed my
first term. When re-election comes around,
yes, I will put my hand up to do it again for
another three years. I love it.
Until then, if I can help with any
issue please make contact. You can reach
me on 0274 388 763 or by email at
swhiting@mpdc.govt.nz
Sue Whiting.

ACTION AVAILABLE THROUGH
HOLIDAY SEASON!
Providing breakdown/lockout service
and MOBILE EFTPOS.
Thank you for all your support so far
and wish you all safe motoring during
the holiday season.

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

Unit 1 – 17 Rockford Street, Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9609
ONLINE BOOKING –

www.actionautomotive.co.nz

Merry Christmas Matamata!
Our workshop will close for the year at midday on

Did you know we also
specialise in Boat Covers,
Awnings and Shade Sails?
We design, manufacture and install them!

Thursday 24th December and
reopen Monday 11th January 2021.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all our
clients and customers for their support this year and wish you all
a very happy Christmas and a safe, prosperous New Year.

Remember we can take care of all your Auto Trimming,
Upholstery and Embroidery requirements:

Boat Covers, Awnings and Shade Sails • All vehicle trimming old and new • Carpet Binding
Upholstery • Truck, Tonneau • Trailer and Crate covers • Motorbike and Truck seats
For your free quote, phone us today!
07 888 5484 • autotrimmers@xtra.co.nz
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2020 Vision: It takes a Village

eflecting on 2020 as a District Councillor
the one thing that really comes to mind is
the commitment and dedication of the
council staff. The Cleaners and Librarians and
CEO and Planning Team and Water Team and
Roading Team and Finance Team and Records
Team and Gardeners etc – you get the idea!
I always thought they were excellent wanting to do the right thing for our communities,
but what really tested their mettle this year was
Covid-19 (as it did for all of us). Without missing a beat, rubbish collection systems were
modified, procurement policy adapted, library

W

www.sceneonline.co.nz

digital collections expanded, the water kept on
ticking over – the list goes on.
Another mettle-testing experience where I
have really enjoyed working alongside the team
is “field trials” to think about ways we improve
our community. The most recent one is of
course the one-way Street trial of Hetana which
had a one day run through in early December.
(Part II in 2021). When I am not at the council
I work as a Scientist so as you can imagine this
test, assess and iterate method appeals.
So looking forward, what are the top three
opportunities and challenges that I think we

can work on and develop as a community?
(Good value for Rate Payers is a constant).
Commit to a Low Waste Low Carbon Future
and, where appropriate, have systems in place
to help achieve this (e.g. resource recovery centre, recycling services). 2020 and the difficultly
of managing our waste hygienically and conveniently has really highlighted that we need to
change the way things happen.
Keep thinking about transportation in our
district and towns. I don’t know what the answer is to this one but public transport systems,
walkways and cycle paths can be difficult (and

expensive) to do retrospectively. So keeping
our approach current can save a lot of
headaches in the future.
Keep our eye on the balls when it comes to
water reform (there are several up in the air). I
am blown away by the engineering marvel that
is our drinking water and sewage systems.
There are rumblings from above that things
might be changing so clear heads and steady
hands will no doubt be required to keep our
water servicing in the manner to which we
have become accustomed. Looking forward to
it!
James Sainsbury.

just over 6%, which would have not only increased levels of service within many of the services provided by MPDC, it would also have
included some of the “nice to have’s” in each
community. These were all asked for by our
community during public consultations and
community surveys. The Annual Plan was due
for public consultation in March 2020. Of
course this turned out to be the absolute worst
timing for a public consultation and things immediately went into “crisis management mode”
at MPDC.
The focus became the minimalization of any
financial or emotional pain the Annual Plan
would have on our communities, many of
whom were already hurting financially and
emotionally under the effects of the Covid lockdown. The majority of the “nice to have’s” had
to be put aside and a new stripped down version of the proposed Annual Plan and the associated rates was put under the microscope.
The only part of the Annual Plan we wouldn’t
compromise on was the core services of Council, the three waters (stormwater, waste water
and drinking water) along with rubbish and recycling. Price increases already put in place by
external suppliers and contractors had to be

covered by rates, or the health and wellbeing of
our communities risked being compromised.
This was unacceptable to both District Councillors and to MPDC staff based on our absolute
commitment to community health and wellbeing. So a small increase in rates to those who
were receiving the services was our only realistic option.
This year four MPDC Councillors gained (or
regained) our Hearing Commissioner qualifications through successful completion of the
Making Good Decisions programme and passing an intensive assessment following the
course. Our role as hearing Commissioners is
to make decisions under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). Commissioners must be
accredited to sit on RMA hearings panels.
A highlight for me this year, has been the
“Your Voice, Your Vision” programme which
gave a platform for the community to present
their ideas and to gain support for those ideas
through a web based support system. The ultimate goal of the programme was to find the top
three community supported ideas from within
the district, and for the Council staff to create a
feasibility and business case for those three
ideas. The top three ideas were a cycle “pump

track” in Te Aroha, a stage in the Civic Centre in
Matamata and a fenced, off-leash dog park in
Matamata.
I am also proud to have been a part of the
successful push to get a bus service for the
Matamata community which will be able to
connect us to Waharoa, Morrinsville and
Hamilto on a regular weekly service. This will
commence around May 2021. The prospect of
our youth being able to live at home and still attend tertiary education in Hamilton as well as
giving all of us the economic option of visiting
friends who we might otherwise not be able to
visit.
And at the last Corporate and Operation
Committee meeting of 2020, one of my “pet
projects” was given the green light. The Total
Mobility scheme is being introduced into the
Matamata-Piako District. This scheme provides
subsidised transport for those who cannot get
around due for any reason.
I would like to wish everyone a very merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. Please drive
carefully if you are travelling and may Santa not
only bring you things you need but also things
you just want.
Kevin Tappin.

Its been a challenging year!

hat a year 2020 has been! Just as we
were all starting to get into the swing
of things Covid reared its ugly head
and we were reduced to having Council meetings, Council workshops and our other subcommittee meetings online using Zoom.
As well as being a second term Councillor,
being the appointed Chairman of the MPDC
Corporate and Operations Committee and renewing my Hearings Commissioner qualifications, I am a member of the Waharoa
(Matamata) Aerodrome Co-Governance Committee, the Audit & Risk Committee, the Regional CDEM (Civil Defence) Group Joint
Committee and the Covid Recovery Committee
One of the first major tasks we faced this year
was working on the Annual Plan and setting the
annual budget and rates. Obviously with Covid
and the subsequent economic downturn, the
closing down of some local businesses, the
forced temporary closure of other businesses
and the mandatory isolation of a large percentage of our community, we quickly realised we
had to refocus our attention on the core business activities of the Council.
The Annual Plan being put together before
the Covid lockdown proposed a rate increase of

Merry Christmas

A big thank you for your loyal custom throughout the year.
From the team at Laser Plumbing Matamata

The team
at Matamata
Glass & Joinery
would like to wish
you all a merry
Christmas and a safe,
happy New Year.

We will be closed from December 24th and
re-opening on Monday 11th January 2021
but will be available for glass and window breakages
or windscreen repair or replacement.

CLOSED
24th December

RE-OPENING
11th January
Available 24/7
for emergency
call-outs

CONTACT US:
2 Elizabeth Street, Matamata | 07 888 9340
matamata@laserplumbing.co.nz
matamata.laserplumbing.co.nz

2020 has been a tough and busy year and we’d like to thank
all our clients, sub-contractors and suppliers for their
support and continued commitment to excellence.

Remember, if you’re thinking of building next year, we’re
happy to help! Book a consultation and see how we can
help build your dreams.

GLAZIERS •• JOINERS
MANUFACTURERS
GLAZIERS
JOINERS• •KITCHEN
KITCHEN
MANUFACTURERS
AUTO
GLASS
•
TIMBER
MACHINING
AUTO GLASS • TIMBER MACHINING& &MOULDINGS
MOULDINGS

20 Waharoa West Road, Matamata
Ph 07 888 7338 Fax 07 888 4900

The Begovich team
wish everyone a very
merry Christmas
and a prosperous,
successful New Year.

Call Hayden at Begovich Builders for “no hassle” builds

Phone 07 888 4841
Mobile 021 905 682
Email hayden@begovichbuilders.co.nz
www.begovichbuilders.co.nz
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COMPASS

REFRIGERATION

IQP
Registered

Wishing all our clients a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
CALL OUTS AVAILABLE 24/7 OVER THE
HOLIDAY SEASON AT NO EXTRA COST!
WE OFFER

Competitive pricing 24 hours, 7 days a week service
GEA farm refrigeration Secondary cooling options
Vat wraps New installations
Servicing of existing refrigeration
All Heatpump Services
Matamata based - Owner operator

Give us a call today

Phil West 0800 238 075
www.compassrefrigeration.co.nz

Setting you in the
right direction.
GEA Accredited Refrigeration Service Specialist

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Another big day out for Richards team

P

remier racing at Te Rapa last Saturday meant another powerful line-up
from the Te Akau stable as Jamie
Richards continued to dominate the trainers’ premiership.
His eight runners came up with three
wins, and while falling short with second
placings in two of the day’s features, there
was still no shortage of positives to take
away. With decent trial form ahead of his
debut, Sword Of State lined up as the oddson favourite in the juvenile race and gave
his rivals a galloping lesson, setting the
pace under Opie Bosson and bursting clear
to score by six and half lengths.
Opie had already won the opening race
on the Cambridge-trained favourite Marroni, and then completed a hat-trick on another punters’ fancy, the Richards-trained
Brando. The black son of Savabeel, who
cost $500,000 at last year’s Ready to Run
Sale, has had a big rap on him for some
time and went into Saturday’s race with a
debut second and a win and at his only two
starts.
This was his most important test ahead
of some big summer goals and he stepped
up, coming with a big finish to reel in the
talented pacemaker De La Terre and win
by a comfortable half-length. Next target
for Brando is a three-year-old stakes race
at Ellerslie on Boxing Day and then all
going to plan he’ll be out to enhance his
stallion potential in the Gr. 1 Levin Classic
at Trentham. “He’s a lovely type of colt and
we had plans for him earlier in the season,
but he had a setback and we just had to
take our time with him,” said Jamie. “That
might have been a blessing in disguise as
it gave him the opportunity to develop and
now we’re seeing the benefits of that pa-

In the middle leg of a Te Rapa treble for Jamie
Richards and Opie Bosson, handsome colt
Brando sets himself up for some major summer targets with an easy win.

tient approach.”
Jamie also has Group One goals for
Sword Of State, an Australian-bred son of
champion stallion Snitzel that Te Akau
boss David Ellis shelled out A$600,000 for
at a Gold Coast yearling sale. “We’ll see
how he comes out of this race and all going
well he could line up in the Eclipse Stakes
at Ellerslie on New Year’s Day. “He’s not eligible for the Karaka Million, but the
Waikato Stud Slipper on Breeders’ Stakes
day at Matamata in February is another
likely target. That’s a race that we’ve used
to good effect as a lead-up to the two autumn Group Ones, the Sistema Stakes at
Ellerslie and Sires’ Produce at Awapuni.”
Jamie and Opie combined for one further
win on the Te Rapa card with the lightly
raced four-year-old Ma Tai, who took her
record to two wins and four placings from

her six starts with victory in a Rating 65
1400. It was an appropriate win for Mai
Tai, who is raced by her breeders, the
Hawkins family’s Llanhennock Trust, who
sponsored the race under their Wentwood
Grange banner.
Jamie had to settle for placings with his
remaining four Te Rapa runners, Savy
Yong Blonk, Prise de Fer, Burgundy Belle
and Burgundy Rose. After her unlucky second to stablemate In A Twinkling in the
Counties Cup, Savy Yong Blonk lined as the
favourite in the Waikato Cup, and even
though she again put in a strong late run,
she was unable to pull back the upset winner, Rotorua-trained Ocean Park gelding
Ocean Billy.
Jamie was also left with a feeling of frustration after Prise De Fer charged home
late and went down by just a long head in
the J Swap Sprint. “The post came up just a
touch soon, but it was still a good effort
and should set him up well for the Rich Hill
Mile on New Year’s Day. He’s at a tricky
place in the handicap, but he won that race
last season and he’s got be a big chance to
make it a double.”
With 68 wins after another lucrative
weekend, Jamie has good reason to be
looking forward to feature holiday season
racing. Others eyeing major events at the
Ellerslie carnival are Savy Yong Blonk, who
may clash again with In A Twinkling in the
City Of Auckland Cup on New Year’s Day.
In A Twinkling will also run on Boxing
Day in the Gr. 1 Zabeel Classic, while another high profile member of the team,
Avantage, is on target for the Gr. 1 Sistema
Railway on New Year’s Day after an easy
trial win last week at Avondale.
Dennis Ryan.

Merry Christmas from the team at
Baigent Motors Ltd

Part of your community since 1950

For friendly, personal service
every time, see us now for all your:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Warrant of Fitness
Transmission services
Air conditioning
Diagnostic scanning
Auto electrical
Wheel alignments
Servicing all makes and models
24 hour breakdown service

•
•
•

Competitive rates
Weddings or group functions
Out of town visitors

Rental Cars and Vans

We’re still here for throughout the festive season. Closed Statutory days only.
37 - 39 Firth Street, Matamata
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Phone 07 888 8059

Service A/H 021 356 002

Rentals A/H 027 290 1796

Noble & Lee Twilight Race meeting

WEDNESDAY 23RD DECEMBER 2020

T

No keeping this good man down

here’s no keeping Matamata’s most venerable racehorse trainer down. Just a few weeks after celebrating his 80th birthday, Bob Autridge is still doing
something he’s done for decades, saddling up winners.
Last Friday at Tauranga, he produced Thunder for his second win from the seven starts he has given him since taking over his training midway through the year.
Thunder is the only horse Bob currently has in work.
His other recent winner, Teen Titan, is out for a summer
break after also winning two races for the same set of
owners, local identity Dale Swap and her sisters Patricia
Hargreaves of Cambridge and Wellingtonian Jill RidleySmith.
The three daughters of Matamata racing stalwart Earl
Johnston have for years been avid supporters of the former amateur rider and farrier, who these days is happy
to be tasked with pottering around with a horse or two
for a trio he knows well. Their biggest wins together have
been with jumpers, however that’s on hold while Thunder and Teen Titan establish their bona fides in flat racing.
Teen Titan, a son of the German-bred Melbourne Cup
winner Fiorente, has been with Bob since early last year.
After a string of placings, he broke through for his maiden
win at Pukekohe on June 20, the day that racing restarted
after lockdown, and he added another on his home track
in October.
When track conditions firmed up Teen Titan was sent
for a spell, but fellow five-year-old gelding Thunder has

kept the historic purple Johnston racing colours to the
fore. Bob acquired him earlier this year from the estate of
former Matamata identity Scott Richardson and after a
first-up second at Te Aroha in August, he returned to the
same venue later that month for his maiden win. That was
on a heavy winter track, yet last week Thunder performed
just as well on top of the ground when Opie Bosson combined with him for what by any measure was an impressive performance. “That was a bit surprising the way he
coped with the better ground and got home over the top
of them,” says the trainer. “He had been running good
races in some pretty strong company, but I wasn’t so sure
he’d be competitive when they’re running 1:10.”
Bob admits to having considered retirement in recent
times, however while he’s on a roll that’s not likely to happen any time soon. “They got me on Friday when we were
raising a glass or two,” he said. “I’m supposed to be giving
up, but I don’t think I will just yet. “When I picked up these
two they looked like horses that would come into their
own with a year or two on them, so you could say it’s not
time to call it quits. I somehow don’t think Dale will let
me! Dale is already talking about lining him up at the
Christmas meeting here in a couple of weeks’ time, so
that’s probably where we’ll be heading. Mind you, I
wouldn’t be shy about having a crack at one of the bigger
meetings coming up, but you’ve got to remind yourself of
that old saying ‘Small fish are sweet’.”
The Matamata Racing Club’s Christmas Twilight meet-

ing is scheduled this year for Wednesday, December 23.
With the year winding down, that timing offers an ideal
opportunity for local businesses and social groups to get
together ahead of family holiday time. Bookings for various entertainment options, including the popular car boot
spots, can be made through the MRC office or website.
The local meeting ushers in a busy time for local trainers, jockeys, stable staff and the like, with no less than
seven northern region race meetings in 11 days through
to January 3. The feature race focus will be Ellerslie on
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, when Matamata-trained
horses are expected to be out in force.
Finishing second at Te Rapa on Saturday in the Gr. 2 Cal
Isuzu Stakes, the Ken and Bev Kelso-trained Supera confirmed what will be her final shot at a Group One victory
in the Zabeel Classic on Boxing Day. Having tested in-foal
to Valachi Downs stallion U S Navy Flag, the weight-forage feature will bring the curtain down on a career that
has to date netted eight wins and stakes in excess of
$350,000.
The Kelsos will also be front and centre on New Year’s
Day in what is shaping as a vintage Sistema Railway, with
their exciting mare Levante stepping up to Group One
grade after her breath-taking win at Pukekohe late last
month. Other Matamata horses right in the mix for the big
sprint are Avantage and the Wexford Stables trio of Spring
Heat, Summer Passage and Princess Rihanna.
Dennis Ryan.
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Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Matamata Fishing Club Christmas tournament

It was all smiles for the junior members of Matamata Fishing
Club with the arrival of Santa and his sack full of gifts! Pictured
are Latham and Eden Begovich more than happy to welcome
the big guy.

Fantastic and loyal sponsors of Matamata Fishing Club, Grant
and Karen Montague, donate a kayak every Christmas as a
lucky member draw. Luckier than most was Zowie Houghton
who is going to have a terrific time this summer in her brand new
2+1 vessel! Pictured in the Viking Kayak are Grant with Zowie
and Koro Terry McDonald with Zowie’s little sister Peyton.

Although it was a little windy, Sunday’s Christmas tournament
was the perfect place for a family picnic. Theo, Carter and Lilah
Harland are pictured with their parents Aimee and Brendon, and
Will Bateman with his, Hannah and Hayden.

Chris Bungard
Fishing Report

H

i. Wow Mother Nature, what’s with
the big fan coming in from the Southwest? Mind you, in the past week we
have had some nice rain for the land as well.
This week though looks to be a lot calmer
and warmer so get out there and cast a line.
The local streams are looking a picture
and fishing well. My son Josh and I took the
grandkids for a fish the other day and
Grayson landed a nice wee brown trout –
which he chose to let go for another day.
In the Rotorua area Glenn Skinner, trout
guide, is very happy with the way Lake Rotoiti is fishing. Glenn said he has had several
charters lately where his clients have
caught limit bags, and he has three this
week over eight pound. Glenn said his best
results have been from jigging, and at approximately 20m from the surface. For
numbers though, he said Lake Rotorua itself is still a good bet.
To the south to the Taupo region and the
rivers have another good flush out. Last
week they had a lot of rain fall in the catchment area causing the rivers to rise quite
rapidly, and quite high. The extra water
flow has had a positive effect though and
there is reasonable numbers of fresh fish in
them right now. Out on the lake, the early
morning harling is going well and, during
the day, the jigging.
Over to the sea and the west coast. Not a
kind weekend weather wise, so no boats
out. Last week though Dwayde described it
as very easy fishing. Dwayde tells me the
snapper are everywhere as far as the depth
goes, from 30 to 60m. If you have ever considered heading lout west then this week is

your chance I think. Looking from Tuesday
onwards, the swell is supposed to drop
right down to as low as half a metre. Please
check though before you head over just to
be safe.
As far as the coast goes for game fishing,
the signs are looking good. The water is getting more and more blue every day, there
are Mako’s about, blue bottle jellyfish… so
the marlin wont be long I believe.
To the Coromandel and once again, almost like a broken record. The snapper
fishing is very good. Over the weekend the
weather was fine but very windy so boats
were quite restricted as far as where they
could fish. I think the wise ones went over
to Tekumau and snuck around the corner
to the first farms – doing very well too I believe! The next few days the weather looks
great so head up there and have a go yourself.
Over to the Bay of Plenty – or wind over
the weekend, the fishing has been good in
the harbour though at times. Local fishing
guru, Vaughan Mitchell, took his goodship,
Leander, out to the knoll at Motiti the other
day and they did very well – their limit of
nice snapper and the odd one up in double
figures.
As far as the game fish go, there has been
a beautiful 251kg Blue marlin caught up
north and several nice Yellow Fin so
sharpen those hooks!
Happy fishing, Bungey.

Weighing in a couple of beauties was Phil Stevens and
Brownie who had a great weekend fishing aboard Cool
Change. Phil’s best snapper weighed in at 6.295kg and
Brownie’s, 5.410. The pair also caught a great mix of John
Dory and Terakihi.

A young fisherman definitely finding his sea legs is eight year old
Beau Mitchell. He’s pictured here
with a pretty decent plateful that
weighed in at 1.965kg.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS
Buy local.
buylocal.mpdc.nz

PS: We’ve just had a heap of new seasons
game lures arrive here at Sportsworld so
pop in and have a look.

Help us keep our doors closed!

Let’s all enjoy a break this
holiday season by staying
safe out there!
The Matamata Volunteer Fire Brigade
team extend our sincere thanks for
your support during 2020 and wish
our community a
safe and happy
summer.
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Tis the season to be jolly…

tra la la la la… Merry Christmas!

Matamata Intermediate School rolling the credits

I

f we were asked to describe this year; it
would be chaotic. If it was a movie script,
it would fit across a range of genres;
drama, action, horror and especially comedy. We have had some main actors and
major players, as well as the supporting
cast and crew. Each member has contributed to the script and storyline that we
now look back on as ‘The Chaotic Craziness of 2020’.
The casting call began on a hot February
day when 397 interesting characters
rocked up to day one. The cast of MIS was
now complete. Much like the multicoloured skittles you snack on during a
movie, it contained quite the range of personalities. However, the initial awkwardness of getting to know each other was
soon replaced by a whaanau of teamwork,
fun and hard work.
Almost as soon as it had begun, our time
together (in person) was interrupted by a
global pandemic. Like the main action
character we charged on through every
challenge and obstacle that came our way.
We developed our tech skills and some of
us learnt how to video chat... (ah Mr
O’Neill).
Any director would be lying if they said
they didn’t value the awards received by
their movie and the actors. Similarly, we
would be remiss to not include a celebration of the academic improvement and
success achieved by all. From certificates
and ribbons, to achieving the standard of
year 7 or year 8; everyone has something
to be extremely proud of. For your focus,

dedication and hard work; we thank you.
Standing ovations would be required
for our athletes who have participated
in countless sporting events achieving
incredible success. Applause would also
be offered for those who gave their best
effort often participating in the champs
section.
As with any movie we could list off
countless highlights; but what people really remember are the action sequences
and the tear jerking moments. To those
who have developed a growth mindset,
and shown determination and resilience we celebrate you.
So as we near the end of our movie; we
draw each individual storyline to comple-

tion. We fit these together like small intricate pieces of a puzzle; each fulfilling a job
that no other piece can do. Once complete
they make up the picture that can only be
recognised as the students of MIS for 2020.
To the teachers and staff of MIS… On behalf of all the year 8s we can’t thank you
enough for everything you’ve done in the
past two years. Even though it may not
seem like we are listening sometimes, believe it or not we are constantly taking in
what you are teaching us and we will carry
that knowledge throughout our lives. You
have made these two years of our lives as
memorable as they can be. Thank you.
To the year 7s... It’s now your time to
shine, you guys have become the new lead-

ers and we know you will guide the new
year 7s to a fantastic year. Enjoy your last
year at MIS because we are sure you will
love it as much as we did. Get involved
with everything and anything you can.
Good luck.
Lastly to the year 8s… we met some of
you right at the start of our school years in
primary school and are happy to still be
able to call you our friends today. To the
kids we met two years ago for the first
time at orientation day, we would like to
thank you for making the past two years
incredible. Bring on college! “Kia Kaha, Kia
Maia, Kia Manawanui” Be Strong, Be Brave,
Be Steadfast
Alyssa Tapper and Zayden Bradley.

Merry Christmas Matamata
and thanks for your support during 2020!
We are closing midday Wednesday 23rd December and
re-opening Monday 11th January but we’re not about to
leave you caught short! We’ll still be available for callouts
or breakdowns over the Christmas/New Year period.
Whether its domestic, commercial or rural,
you have my commitment to consistency
and continuity with personal service
and consultation.

Phone 07 888 7264 or 027 240 8415 Email jimmy@jimmynealelectrical.co.nz

Merry Christmas

MATAMATA!
Brett, Shelly and Simon would like
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Building dreams into reality with quality, efficiency,
honesty and experience

Thank you to
everyone who has
supported SCC and
SCI during 2020
We’d like to wish all our clients,
subbies and community a very
Merry Christmas, and a
safe and prosperous New Year.
If building or renovation in 2021
is on your wish list, talk to us
about the Superior difference!

Thank you for all your support through
2020 and we look forward to assisting you with
all your outdoor power needs for 2021
The Stihl team will be taking a short break and will be closed from
Friday 25th December and re-opening Monday 11th January.
celebrating

10 YEARS

STIHL SHOP MATAMATA
91 Firth Street, Matamata
07 888 8272

IN BUSINESS

LOVE YOUR LAND

For all your building needs contact:
dean@sccmatamata.co.nz | Mob 027 292 6590

For all your joinery needs contact:
ethan@scimatamata.co.nz | Mob 027 227 7293
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Scene Sport...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

On the track, the field, the pitch, the green, the courts and the course…
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A BIG YEAR FOR WALTON 9 HOLE
Walton nine hole golf group had a day out for their end of year prize
giving. First stop was a round of golf at Tirau Golf Club where 23 Walton
Nine Hole golfers succeeded in hitting some great shots and achieving
higher than usual stablefords. This was followed with all the purple shirts
congregating at one of the sponsors - Redoubt Bar and Eatery - for a very
enjoyable lunch. The final monthly raffle for 2020 was drawn with Sheryl Mather and Carolyn Osborne, each winning a $30 voucher from New
World. Despite the 10 week Covid lockdown, the full programme of club
competitions were completed. They were tightly contested and winnings
were spread out across 15 members. Congratulations to the 2020 overall prize winners: Gross - Fiona Pickett, 2nd Ivy Radcliffe. Nett - Karen
Martin, 2nd= Leanne Wright and Alison Mitchell. Stableford - Joanne
Williams, 2nd Alison Mitchell. Putting Karen Martin, 2nd Carolyn Osborne. Most Pars - Fiona Pickett. Most Birdies – jointly shared by Cathie
Stevenson, Rachel Looijen and Colleen Butler. Most Improved Ringers Sheryl Mather. The Fairhall Trophy for Most Improved Golfer - Alison
Mitchell. LGU Medal (best 4 rounds) Karen Martin with -9.2. Walton
Tournament Highest Stableford Trophy Division One - Carolyn Osborne.
Division Two - Karen Martin. Handicap Plate Winner – Jan Parry. Handicap Champion - Alison Mitchell, 2nd Lorraine Mettam. Matchplay Club
Championships - Silver Plate winner – Ivy Radcliffe. Bronze Plate Winner
– Jan Parry. Bronze Championship Winner – Karen Martin runner-up –
Sue Rea. Silver Championship Trophy Winner – Fiona Pickett Runner-up
Bev King. Fiona Pickett was also congratulated on her recent Waikato
Regional win to become Champion of Champions and secure the Liz
Franklin Trophy for Best Gross – the fourth Walton Nine Holer to do so.
Along with their end of year Scorecard, all members received a gift sponsored by Fonterra Farmsource, Matamata. The next date on the 9H com-

petition calendar is the start of the 2021 season, with Opening Fun Day
on Monday 15 February. New members are welcome to join in the fun
and enjoy the chance to be active in the outdoors with enthusiastic and
supportive women.

WALTON WOMEN’S 18 HOLE GOLF
Prizes were awarded to the 2020 Tuesday and Saturday Women 18
Hole golfers at the recent Walton Golf Club Prizegiving. Club Champions
Silver- Tania Scott, runner up Debbie Ring. Bronze 1 - Gay Pickett, runner up LeeAnne Pitcon. Bronze 2 - Judy Osborne, runner up Megan
Higgens. Bronze 3 - Joan Eden, runner up Jan Morgan. Golfer of the Year
- Kate Hillerton. Ladies Best Nett - Tania Scott. Ladies Best Gross - Tania
Scott. LGU medals Silver - Tania Scott. Bronze 1 - Donna Verryt. Bronze
2 - Jan McIntyre. Silver Spoons - Trish Mellow. Eversley Trophy LeeAnne Pitcon and Louise Puddle. President Trophy - LeeAnne Pitcon
and Louise Puddle. Vets Trophy - LeeAnne Pitcon and Louise Puddle.
Summer Cup - Dina Lewis. Higgens Trophy - Val Wilcox and Jan Morgan.
Nancy Mc Cormack Foursomes - Mary Thomas and Karo Preston. Putting
- Gay Pickett. Monthly Gross -February/March/September- Debbie Ring.
June - Karen Sweeney. August - Dianne Sweeney. Birdies - Tania Scott
and LeeAnne Pitcon. Pars Bronze 2&3 Carol Mahon. Alison Munro Memorial - Jan McIntyre. Ringers Silver - Tania Scott. Bronze 1 – LeeAnne Pitcon. Bronze 2 – Kate Hillerton. Bronze 3 – Trish Mellow.

KAIMAI RUNNERS
On Saturday the club held its annual prize giving after a stop start season due to Covid 19. Members had to keep their racing pace going
longer, so the club could fit in all our championship races and relays later
on in the year. Before the presentation of trophies members ran/walked
from the Okauia Hall to Te Tuhi Road doing various distances. Katrina
Bagley was the first member home followed by Richard Orr, Rod Orr and
Dave Taylor. Jenny Bridgeland was first walker home. At the prize giving Kevin Guest gave a summary of how great a little club we are, with
four new members attending this season, numbers have been steady. The
club travelled to many different runs this year which included Whangamata, and the Karangahake Gorge. Trophies for the 2020 season were
award as follows: Cross Country Championships: Open Men’s - R Orr,
Veteran - R Orr, Super Vets - G Valler, Walkers - K Guest, Open Women’s
- K Bagley, Veterans - J Brady, Super Vets - G Hampton, Road Champs
Open Men’s - R Orr, Veterans -R Orr, Super Vets G Valler, Walkers - K
Guest, Open Women’s - G Hampton, Veterans - P Stitchbury, Super Vets
P Leckie. Special trophies: Pairs handicap - K Bagley and M Clement,
Steve Lysaght Trophy - S Wenzlick, Most Improved - J Brady, Consolation Shield - V Parker, Memorial Trophy - V Parker, P Stitchbury, R Orr
Novice Cup - Rod Orr and Jenny Bridgeland, Personality - S Wenzlick and
L Wenzlick. We wish all our members a great Christmas and good health
and we’ll see you all back in 2021.
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Pictured from back left are Lorraine Mettam, Alison Mitchell, Leanne
Wright, Colleen Butler, Carolyn Osborne, Karen Martin, Sue Rea and
Rachel Looijen. Front from left are Ivy Radcliffe, Bev King, Joanne
Williams, Sheryl Mather and Jan Parry.
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The Matamata Community Resource Trust Board
thank the many businesses and organisations that have supported us
in the past and send best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season.
Organisations and resources available to you at
Railside are:

Meeting Rooms available for daily or hourly bookings
Citizens Advice Bureau

Counsellors
Les Steed Conway – The Psychology Clinic 022 351 3741
Sue MacGibbon 027 203 9535
Lynette Ringer 021 299 4818
Care NZ – Addictions Counsellor 0800 499 469
Other Services
Hamilton Addition Intervention Program (HAIP)
Raukawa Trust
Department of Corrections
Matamata Health Shuttle garages are located at Railside.
To book the Health Shuttle please call 07 888 6040
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VLWXDWLRQ
7KHUH

:HȇUH EHLQJ FDOOHG RQ WR WKLQN DERXW ZKDW

We are committed to supporting our
local Matamata Community
41a Hetana Street • 07 888 8876
office@railsidematamata.co.nz

\RXU

GLIIHUHQFH

D +HWDQD 6WUHHW 0DWDPDWD
5DLOVLGH %\ WKH *UHHQ
3K    _ PDWDPDWD#FDERUJQ]

&$% &KDLU &KULV &KDPEHUV

Soul Church

Christmas

Unwrapped

11A Meura St – opposite the local park

www.soulchurch.co.nz

6W $QGUHZV 3UHVE\WHULDQ &KXUFK
&KULVWPDV (YH 6HUYLFH SP
&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH DP

0DWDPDWD 8QLRQ 3DULVK
&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH DP

0DWDPDWD %DSWLVW &KXUFK
&KULVWPDV (YH 6HUYLFH SP

$OO 6DLQWV $QJOLFDQ &KXUFK
&KULVWPDV (YH 6HUYLFH SP
&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH DP

0DWDPDWD %LEOH &KXUFK
6XQGD\ WK 'HFHPEHU &DURO V 6HUYLFH DP

3HULD $VVHPEO\ RI *RG
1R &KULVWPDV 6HUYLFH

+RO\ $QJHOV &DWKROLF &KXUFK
&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH DP

6RXO &KXUFK
&KULVWPDV (YH )XQ

*DPHV DPSP

&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH DPDP

All Saints Anglican, St Andrews Presbyterian and Matamata Union Parish
Combined Summer Services for December 2020 and January 2021

11A Meura St – opposite the local park

www.soulchurch.co.nz

Dec 27 10.00am Combined Service at St Andrews | Jan 3 10.00am Combined Service at St Andrews
Jan 10 10.00am Combined Service at Union Parish | Jan 17 10.00am Combined Service at Union Parish
Jan 24 10.00am Combined Service at All Saints | Jan 31 10.00am Combined Service at All Saints

Matamata Union Parish: 31 Peria Road, Matamata St Andrews Presbyterian: 22 Meura Street, Matamata
All Saints Anglican: 6 Hohaia Street, Matamata

MATAMATA COMBINED CHURCHES

Good News in Christmas
By Murray Lambert (minister St Andrew's Presbyterian)
Though this has been a difficult year, you
hopefully will find this Christmas to be a very
happy end of it. I want to tell briefly about the
Good News that lies behind Christmas. We
celebrate Christmas in memory of the birth of
Jesus Christ. It is unlikely that Jesus was born
on December 25th, but the date was chosen
because it was previously the date of a festival to a Roman sun god. Back in the day, it was
felt better to use the date to celebrate the birth
of the Son of the true God. So the celebration
of the birth of Jesus has been remembered

Holy Angels Catholic Church
Father Leonard Danvers

28 Hohaia Street, Matamata
Ph 07 888 7020
E: holyangels@xtra.co.nz

around the world, on that day every year
since. Interestingly it had nothing to do with
Santa, summer holidays, and shopping sprees.
What really makes the Christmas message
such good news is the identity of the baby.
God grieved for the brokenness of the world.
The human race had lost its way. As a whole,
the human race had forgotten their Maker,
and had strayed far from even knowing the
way back to Him. Jesus, the Son of God, was
born into the world as a human baby on a
|mission from God. God's plan involved Jesus

Sundays, 10.30am

Pastor: Nathan Gann
26 Tower Road, Matamata
Ph 07 888 8338
E: office@matamatabaptist.org
www.matamatabaptist.org

laying down His beautiful life so that He might
become a kind of "Bridge to Life". Through
trusting in Him, He makes available a dimension of life we could not know before.
Please, do yourself a huge favour, check out a
Christian Church service this Christmas to find
our more about Him.
Text for the day: "The angel answered, The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of
God." (Luke 1:35).

Peria
Assembly of God

Interim Pastor: Ross Wellington
11 Meura Street, Matamata
Ph 07 888 7320
E: office@matamatabiblechurch.org.nz
www.matamatabiblechurch.org.nz
Carol’s Service: December 20th at 10.30am

St John Hall, 32 Rawhiti Ave, Matamata
Contact 07 888 4811
Email: periaaog@gmail.com
www.periachurch.weebly.com
Pastor: Mata Waqanituinayau
SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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Merry Christmas!

Christmas lights are
beaming!

T

he Bayleys Light Tour, in conjunction with Mitre 10 and
Scene, is underway and already attracting streams of onlookers each night on, and after dark. It’s
the perfect pre-Christmas treat for
the kids so bundle up warm, cut out
the map on page 13 and go! Just a
small request however, as beautiful

as O’Sullivan Drive is, it is a no exit
road with no cul-de-sac. In the interests of resident’s privacy, please
park along Banks Road and take the
opportunity of walking – there’s
plenty to see and ambling the footpath is far more enjoyable… unless
it’s raining of course! Here are a few
of the highlights from around town:

Classifieds...
DEATH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

WANTED TO RENT

VOSSEN, Elisabeth
Jacoba:

COCKS, William James
(Bill)

Sadly passed away on 13
December 2020 at Matamata Country Lodge aged
85 years. Loving wife of the
late John Vossen. Mother to
Paul and Sally Vossen,
Marion and Ross Cameron
and Peter and Chris
Vossen. Loved Oma to Kirk,
Jack and Kelly, Monique
and Matthew and Bjorn and
Juliet. Great grandmother
to Milah and George. A
celebration for Lis will be
held at 11.30am, Thursday
17th December at the Holy
Angels Catholic Church,
Hohaia Street, Matamata.
Messages to Vossen
Family, Broadway Funeral
Home, PO Box 6, Matamata
3440.

Nancy and the family would
like to thank everyone for all
the flowers, cards, messages
and food received after the
passing of Bill. Thank you to
Dr W. Varty and the staff at
Kingswood rest home. We
cannot express how deeply
we appreciated the help and
comfort received throughout
this time.

SEEKING one bedroom flat or
self-contained unit for long
term rental. A mature quiet
lady. References available.
Ph: 0274 825 158.

WATSON, Samuel
Charles, (Sam)

Bruce’s family Janis,
Steven, Maylene, Vaughan,
Lance and their families
would like to thank all
those who have supported
them and attended the
celebration of Bruce’s life.
We sincerely want to
acknowledge the care he
received whilst in Pohlen
Hospital and to those who
visited him there – thank
you. The messages, cards,
phone calls, beautiful
flowers, great food and the
memories shared have
been greatly appreciated.
Bruce was a much loved
husband, father, grandad,
great grandad and friend.

Suddenly at home last week
Sam passed away, aged
37 years. Dearly loved son
of Charles & Gill. Loved
brother to Greg & Joanne,
uncle to Thomas, Logan
and John. “A sportsman
now resting”. A service to
celebrate the life of Sam
has been held. All communications c/- the Watson
family to 6 Tamihana St,
Matamata.

WANTED TO BUY
SHIPPING Container. 20
footer in good order. Ph: Jim
027 339 8672.

SITUATIONS VACANT
& 758&.'5Ζ9(5
3$577Ζ0(  &$68$/

5DHGHQ 7UDQVSRUW LV
ORRNLQJ IRU VRPHRQH
LQWHUHVWHG LQ VRPH FDVXDO
ZRUN +RPH HDFK QLJKW
7R IUHLJKW RQLRQV

CLOTHING REPAIRS

LQ FXUWDLQVLGHU

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Zips/hems and repairs.
Phone Carol on 07 888 9303
or 027 292 2189.

0DWDPDWD %DVHG

&DOO   

SITUATIONS VACANT

Junior Administration Assistant

DEARLOVE, Bruce
Charles:
01.11.33 – 12.11.20

Established in 1967, Comag Ltd are made up of expert
Plumbers, Gasfitters, Drainlayers, Roofers and Administration staff – all with specialist knowledge and expertise.
When clients work with Comag they are guaranteed dedication, high standards and quality workmanship for an affordable price.
Comag is looking for a friendly junior administration assistant to join our team. This full time role would suit a
school leaver or someone looking to start or progress a
career in administration. The busy role involves juggling
tasks at reception, communicating with staff, customers
and suppliers and assisting with the running of the office.
An eye for detail along with a sense of humour is essential in our office environment.
Comag offers the successful applicant a flexible work
environment, on the job training and opportunities for
professional development.
To apply for this position please email your curriculum
vitae and a covering letter to apply@limelimited.co.nz before 21 December 2020.

IN MEMORIAM

:čą >čŅéĴº DčøºĴ
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Letters

Letters to the editor

Letters

Letters to the editor

I would be interested to hear how many of the community support the
multisport gym referred to on page 6 of your paper dated 1 December, let
alone knew about it. Will the community see it as a community facility if it
is on College land, or would they prefer to see it at Swap Park, where no existing sports will be penalised (this facility is going to impact at least one
rugby and one soccer field, plus junior cricket if erected on the Station Road
end of the Matamata College Sports fields. D Sankey

Proposed sport complex Station Road Matamata
I am a resident of Station road and have attended the three information evenings held at
the college regarding the complex. Only the residents directly opposite the school grounds of
Station Road were notified of the information
evenings with a pamphlet drop. According to the
feasibility study we requested, this will be a public facility, on Ministry of Education leased land,
the schools having full use of the facility between
9am and 3.30pm, and will be open till 10pm
seven days a week. We agree the area would benefit from such a facility, but its location is a concern. My personal view is to connect it with other
sporting facilities in the area allowing one sport
to promote another. Throughout this process we
have asked to see plans as the complex will encroach on the people living opposite. We also
raised concerns of the environmental impact this
would bring. To date I have found that, at these
meetings, there is a lack of information, and what
we have got has been selective and that our concerns are not being addressed.
Linda Morris.

Lalla Loeffen
Thoughts from the Bible

The light of the world

On the first Christmas Eve, the shepherds saw
bright light flashing all around among
the stars so bright.
And angel voices sang of a baby sweet and
dear who had been born that night in
a stable somewhere near.
For he was someone special; God’s only begotten
Son – sent to pay the price for the wrong
things we have done.
The everlasting light has come, the light of
Christ divine. A blessed gift from God
above to light your life and mine.
SCENE 15 DECEMBER, 2020
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE

BITTER MELON plants.
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
Township.

FREE to give, free to take.
Used plant pots/punnets.
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
township.

VENUS FLY TRAPS Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary, Matamata Township.
ALSTROEMERIAS
Great
selection. Kaimai Garden
Centre, Northern Boundary,
Matamata Township.
WHAT did Adam say the
day before Christmas? “It’s
Christmas, Eve!”
TADPOLES Kaimai Garden
Centre, Northern Boundary,
Matamata township.
PEONY PLANTS Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata township.
PEA & BARLEY Straw,
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
township.

STORAGE
SUNNYPARK
STORAGE
Storage, short or long term.
Cars, motorhomes,
furniture.
Individual units available.

Ph 0274 753 478.
MATAMATA SELF
STORAGE
Hassle free storage – here
when you need us.
Completely accessible,
secure, pest controlled
multi sized units.
Phone 07 888 7137.

WORK WANTED

Just ane
the window
cleaners

The Window Cleaners,
residential and commercial.
Glass and joinery cleaning.

Phone Jane for a quote on
07 888 8811 or 021 857 851
Locally owned and operated
with a smile

TREE LUCERNE packs only
$3.95. Attracts native pigeon
and bees to your property.
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
Township.
POND PLANTS plentiful.
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
township.
WHY DON’T you ever see
Santa in hospital? Because
he has private elf care!
AVOCADO plants, Hass.
Kaimai Garden Centre, Northern Boundary, Matamata
Township.
BIRD FEEDERS, great selection. Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern Boundary, Matamata Township.
GUM HARD WOOD Sleepers,
$20 each. Hot mix firewood,
4m², $350. Ph: Mike 027 364
1228.

PUBLIC NOTICES
MATAMATA JU JITSU Club.
Self defence for juniors and
seniors. Ph David on 027 231
2606.
CURTAIN CLEANING Drapes,
Roman blinds. Removes
mildew. Guthrie Bowron,
Matamata, 17 Arawa St. Ph
888 8119.
VENETIAN BLINDS Cleaning
& repair. Guthrie Bowron,
Matamata, 17 Arawa St. Ph
888 8119.
KEY CUTTING Biggest selection. Guthrie Bowron, Matamata, 17 Arawa St. Ph 888
8119.
FREE Sexual abuse counselling in Matamata, Monday
- Friday, also general counselling with cost negotiated at
first visit. Contact Lynn on
021 267 8682. MNZAC, ACC
Sensitive Claims Counsellor.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Community Outreach Specialist:
Kaiāwhina Toro ki te Hapori

PRESENTED BY
ALL SAINTS CHURCH
AND MATAMATA
CHRISTMAS CHOIR 2020

• Part time: 25 hours per week
• Fixed term until June 2022
• Funded by New Zealand Libraries Partnership Programme

Sunday 20th December
3.00pm

If you are someone who loves connecting with different people and communities,
then we have a fantastic job opportunity for you.

All Saints Church
8 Hohaia St, Matamata

Libraries play a key role in supporting wellbeing, learning and building literacy in
our communities – and central government have recognised this and provided
Council with funding to actively help connect communities with library services.
So we’re looking for someone to be our voice in the community - sharing all that
libraries can do for the community, and to be our ears, hearing what libraries can do
better to meet community needs.

Matamata Community

Christmas
Dinner

We need someone with great communication skills, who will be able to participate
in library promotions, events, learning programmes and outreach services to our
community. The work will involve connecting with all parts of the community:
individuals, community groups, schools, other learning organisations etc. You
don’t need to have worked in libraries before, but you’ll be passionate about the
role libraries play, and the value they add to the community. You’ll enjoy delivering
presentations to groups as much as you enjoy talking with people one to one.

Friday December 25th
from 11.45am
St John Ambulance Hall,
Rawhiti Ave

Knowledge of tikanga and te reo Māori would be welcomed.
To engage and assist customers while out in the communities, a good level of digital
confidence would be an advantage.
You will work five days per week, with shifts averaging 5 hours, however, the exact
hours will need to be flexible to meet the needs of the groups you will be working
with.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
• Phone Mary on 07 888 5100
or Sue on 07 888 9400
• Transport is available

Although your ‘home base’ will initially be the Morrinsville Library, you can also
expect to work out of the Matamata and Te Aroha Libraries at times, depending on
the projects we are focusing on.

Please come and join us!

To discuss this role please email or phone Library Manager Helen O’Carroll
hocarroll@mpdc.govt.nz 07 884 0060
/$<%8< 12: )25 ;0$6

Apply for this position at www.joinourteam.co.nz and enter the job code
14414MTS.

%LNHV IRU DOO DJHV

Applications close midday Tuesday, 5 January 2021.

(ELNHV

Library Intern (Māori services specialisation):
Tauira Wharepukapuka
(Ratonga Māori Motuhake)

$FFHVVRULHV
%LNH DQG KHOPHW ILWWLQJV
6DOHV DQG VHUYLFH

• Full time
• Fixed term until June 2022
• Funded by New Zealand Libraries Partnership Programme

 \HDUV LQGXVWU\ H[SHULHQFH
:
(
+

Ζ'
(

*LIW YRXFKHUV

&$
1

Looking for a people-focussed and dynamic career opportunity with lots of
possibilities? Keen to share your reo and tikanga Māori knowledge for the benefit of
our communities?

DYDLODEOH
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Libraries play a key role in supporting wellbeing, learning and building literacy in
our communities – and central government have recognised this and provided
Council with funding to actively help connect communities with library services.
We are seeking a customer-focussed and adaptable team player to assist with
customer service, learning programmes, promotion and technical support in our
libraries. You will be a great listener, have a learning mindset and be confident at
communicating with a wide range of people.

 )LUWK 6W 0DWDPDWD

A high level of tikanga and reo Māori knowledge is essential, as is a strong
willingness to share this knowledge so that as a library team we can improve our
services and increase community participation in our libraries.

3K    _ EREVELNHV#[WUDFRQ]

*27 7$%6"
%ULQJ \RXU ZLQH ERWWOH WRSV ZLWK WKH
SODVWLF ELW UHPRYHG DQG FDQ WDEV RII FRNH

Confidence with digital technology and wide general knowledge will be
an advantage.

TRANSPORT TO
HAMILTON AND
OTHER AREAS

This 18 month role provides a unique opportunity to contribute to your community,
test out whether library work is a career path you wish to pursue, and gain excellent
transferrable work skills such as customer service, information and digital skills.

for medical
appointments
or visits.

You will work at all three of our libraries at Matamata, Morrinsville and Te Aroha. The
40 hours per week hours are worked Monday to Friday 8.30-5.30 pm. There is also the
possibility of occasional weekend or evening work for special events or programmes.

OHPRQDGH FDQV HWF LQ WR WKH 6FHQH RIILFH
WR KHOS PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH WR .LGQH\ .LGV

To discuss this role please email or phone Library Manager Helen O’Carroll
hocarroll@mpdc.govt.nz 07 884 0060

• Eliminate the stress of travelling and
parking

FRIDAY 1 JANUARY 2021

Gross, Nett and Stableford Competitions
$30 entry fee
Tee Times 9.30am – 11.00am

To Register Contact Mark: 021 0268 3146
or John: 0277 015 216

THANKS TO OUR TOURNAMENT SPONSORS

40
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Apply for this position at www.joinourteam.co.nz and enter the job code
14455MTS.

• Comfortable air-conditioned shuttles

Applications close midday Tuesday, 5 January 2021.

• Pick-up service available
• Regular Monday-Friday service
• Donation appreciated
• BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

M9490

WALTON GOLF CLUB
2021 NEW YEAR GOLF TOURNAMENT

Having a garage sale? Big birthday coming up? Job available?
You can place all of these in our weekly classifieds from just $5
Call Michelle on 07 888 4489 or email: hello@sceneonline.co.nz

Bookings from 9.00am
to 4.00pm weekdays.

PH 888-6040

2021 TERM START DATES
TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2021
Matamata
College

Year 9 and 13 begin

WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2021

St Joseph's

THURSDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 2021
Hinuera School

Trades and Services
ADVICE

AUTOMOTIVE

Matamata
College

Years 10, 11 and 12 begin

AUTO TRIMMERS

www.sceneonline.co.nz
BUILDERS

0DWDPDWD &LWL]HQV $GYLFH %XUHDX
LV FRQILGHQWLDO LPSDUWLDO DQG IUHH

D +HWDQD 6WUHHW

Unit 1 – 17 Rockford Street, Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9609

0DWDPDWD
5DLOVLGH %\ WKH *UHHQ
3K   
PDWDPDWD#FDERUJQ]

APPLIANCES

We service all leading whiteware brands
Buying and Selling of New and Used Appliances

For all your Auto Trimming & Upholstery Requirements
Free Quotations Ring Today: 07 888 5484

ONLINE BOOKING – www.actionautomotive.co.nz

Email autotrimmers@xtra.co.nz

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BRICKLAYERS

For ALL your AUTOMOTIVE repairs

Greenwell
Bricklayers Ltd
MARK GREENWELL

For prompt in-home servicing call 07 888 4910

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
9 TUI STREET, MATAMATA

NOW at: 50 Factory Rd, Waharoa
880 9065 | 022 166 1915
AUTO SERVICES

BUILDERS

P 07 888 7128
M 027 493 5472
E magreenwell@xtra.co.nz
www.greenwellbricklayers.co.nz

Natural Stonework
Designer Schist
Brickwork
Paving
Tiling
Block-laying
Landscaping

BRICKLAYING

MATAMATA

• New houses to alterations
• Light Commercial • Maintenance

Call Robert Gregory - 021 805 234
robert@randrconstruction.co.nz

BUILDERS

Bluey Howell
ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMAN

Specialist in alterations
and additions.
Licensed for
Design 1 and 2
BP109375
PH: 07 888 4199
14 KARO PLACE, MATAMATA

AUTO ELECTRICAL

nsite

uto

FLAT
BATTERY?
We’re your
local Marshall
Battery agent.

144 Broadway, Matamata
Ph 07 888 5023 or 888 8960

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Matamata

lectrical (2005) Ltd

and Air Conditioning

BUILDERS
For all your building
requirements
and concrete needs

T I M B E R & H A R D WA R E

Industrial • Commercial • Earthmoving & Agricultural • Transport

If we don’t have it – We’ll get it. That’s a promise.
Same day service wherever possible.

BUILDING SUPPLIES

For all your Vehicle Servicing, Maintenance & Repairs

ALL MAKES ALL MODELS

2 Waihou Street

Open Mon-Fri – 7.30am-5pm Saturday by appointment

Phone 07 888 7579
A/H 021 314 914

75 Firth Street, Matamata
Ph: 07 888 6692
Undercar2020@mail.com

(07) 888 8145
BUILDERS LTD

office@matamatatimber.co.nz

p 07 888 9447
m 021 397 011
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Trades and Services

CONTRACTING

BULDERS

• Bathroom/
Kitchen
Renovations
• Alterations &
Extensions
• Decks
• Repairs

CARPENTRY

JASON HUNT BUILDER
021 040 8656
nailedit_builder@outlook.com
Nailed It Carpentry Ltd

FENCING

ELECTRICAL

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?
• RING US FOR EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL
• 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ph 07 888 7417 Mb 0274 855 453

Excavators • Bulldozers • Grader • Roller • Loader
Scoop • Machinery Transport • Trucks
Email: office@donbrown.co.nz • www.donbrown.co.nz

BUILDERS

www.sceneonline.co.nz

DECORATORS

www.electrico.co.nz

Ph 07 888 8245
ELECTRICAL

KING ELECTRICAL LTD

LTD

BUILDERS

Curtains | Blinds | Wallpaper | Interior Design | Paint

17 Arawa Street, Matamata | P: 07 888 8119
7.30am - 5pm Monday to Friday
9am – 12pm Saturday
E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz

Your vision our expertise.

Trardyn Lunn [m] 021 805 879
[e] lunnbuilders@gmail.com

DECORATORS

CARTAGE
Andy Smith Livestock Ltd

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Putting the Power into your are

Nigel Johnson
027 671 2926

a!

Also in Tirau Ph: 07 883 1130

ENGINEERING

AJ’S Engineering Services Ltd

Matamata / Morrinsville

• General Engineering

Morrinsville (07) 88
Matamata  RU

• Service Agents for PPP

Email asOgeneral@[WUDFRQ]

• Mobile Onsite Repairs

/LYHVWRFN&DUWDJHƔ0HWDOƔ6DQGƔ)HUWLOLVHU

• Stainless Steel Fabrication

Cleaning up New Zealand for 30 years!
The best way to clean all exterior surfaces!





Phone: 021 301 697 | Find us on Facebook
Email: ajsengineeringservices@gmail.com

DECORATORS

CLEANING
Houses & Buildings  Concrete
Cobblestones  Cowsheds
Roof – spray and leave moss control
Pre-paint cleaning
Ph Tony & Donna Marriner

07 888 7516 or
Registered Service Contractor 0800 243 692
COMPUTERS

ENGINEERING

pioneer
decorators
LTd

LTd

Hayley Taylor 021429590 | Garreth Davies 021429593
Painting | Wallpapering | Airless Spraying | Interior & Exterior

DOUBLE GLAZING

Post Driving
Post & Wire
Post & Rails
Cattle Yards
Deer Fencing
Retaining Walls

KAIMAI

54 FIRTH STREET, MATAMATA
Ph: 07 888 7578 Fax: 07 888 7593
www.kingelectrical.co.nz

follow us on:

@lunnbuilders

FENCING

FENCING CONTRACTOR

FEN ING
C

Mobile: 027 671 2926
202D Tower Road, RD1, Matamata 3471

FINANCE

Helping New Zealanders
to do more

We offer personal and business lending.
Contact us to learn more.
MATAMATA
07 888 6680
95 Arawa Street

mtf.co.nz/matamata

Terms, conditions and lending criteria apply.

FLOORING

MATAMATA LTD

Matamata

MOBILE ENGINEERING

Unit 1, 19 Rawhiti Avenue (The Base), Matamata

Matthew Cover 027 4464 306 07 888 5781
Email: info@agandindustrial.net.nz
• Steel Fabrication • Effluent Systems
• Feed Bunkers
• Cowsheds
• Concrete Placement • Stainless Steel
• Machinery Repairs • Feed Pads
• All Farm Buildings

ENTERTAINMENT

Phone 07 880 9493
Monday to Friday 8.30am – 5pm
Saturday 9.00am – 12 noon
www.flooringdesign.co.nz

Servicing the Matamata Piako and surrounding districts

FOR HIRE

Bucket Truck For Hire
PC Repairs & Service
IT Consultancy
IT Solutions for Business Systems

Servers

Workstations

07 888 5627
info@imatecsolutions.co.nz
25 Arawa Street, Matamata

Networks

CONCRETING

EARTH WORKS

Kaimai Concrete

:$Ζ.$720Ζ1Ζ($57+:25.6

Decorative Concrete Regular Concrete
Agricultural Concrete Concrete Cutting
Concrete Core Drilling Bobcat/Ground Prep

Dylan Cover 027 777 3477
Matt Cover 027 446 4306
Email: info@agandindustrial.net.nz

No job too
big or too
small!

CONTRACTING

 ¼ ®/¦ßS /®
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FARMING
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EFFLUENT SERVICES

Certified • Competitive rates • Phone 021 036 9349

GARAGE DOORS

For ALL your garage door and automatic opener needs

TRENCHING
Hourly or per metre rates
No job too big or too small

10 Waharoa West Road, Matamata. Ph 07 888 4405

FENCING

✓
✓
✓
✓

Reputable products
Local knowledge
Great advice
Professional service
“guaranteed”

Contact Gary today: 07 888 8715, 07 886 8412 or 027 4960 715
Email: enquiry@swgd.co.nz

GLASS AND JOINERY
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Scene Trades and Services
TO ADVERTISE IN

Phone 07 888 4489
hello@sceneonline.co.nz
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FENCING BUILT TO LAST

Call Jay 0274 768 100

• Rural • Residential • Security • Retaining • Concrete • Decks

REID & HARRISON

SERVICES

ELECTRICAL

Tony Weatherley

• New Homes
• Heat Pump installations
• Bathroom & Kitchen alterations
• Switchboard upgrades
022 639 1428 or 07 888 9495
tony@iconicelectrical.co.nz

FENCING

RESIDENTIAL FENCING

• Timber Fencing/Retaining Walls
• High quality workmanship
• Fast and efficient
• FREE Measure and Quote
Phone 07 888 4922 or
email all enquiries to
admin@topcru.co.nz

*/$=,(56 REPLACEMENT
 -2,1(56  .,7&+(1
0$18)$&785(56
WINDSCREEN
& CHIP REPAIRS
• GLAZING
$872 */$66
 7,0%(5
028/',1*6
MIRRORS
• TABLE
TOPS • 0$&+,1,1*
CAT DOORS • SUPPLY
& FIT
GLASS CUT TO SIZE • KITCHEN & TIMBER JOINERY

Locally Owned & Operated

20 Waharoa West Road, Matamata
Ph 07 888 7338 A/HRS 0274 438 811

Scene Trades and Services
TO ADVERTISE IN

Phone 07 888 4489
hello@sceneonline.co.nz

Trades and Services

GLAZING AND WINDSCREENS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PANELBEATING

For all glass and reglazing requirements, call

Collision
Repair
Association®

• insurance and private work
• all work guaranteed
• free courtesy cars
• qualified professional
tradesmen
• late model collision
repairs
• free quotes

Approved
Structural Repair Centre

1 Short Street
Ph: 07 888 9055 / 0800 132 045
Mobile: 027 335 1422
• 24/7 Emergency service
Qualified Master Glazier
Approved Insurance Repairer

Ph 07 888 6508, mobile 021 838 421
6 Waiomou Street, Matamata

HEAT PUMPS

PLASTERING

2g \jP\ aj\\O+
FQagOO+ 'O2QFQ@ Q,
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Dylan Harkin Plastering
dharkinplastering@hotmail.com
021 022 77623

'ßt /' S¦ rSt¼/tt /

• Gib Fixing • Skimming
• Plastering • Cove
• Exterior Repairs

ff     
@P2,Q Ǎ@PFO]'UP
HEAT PUMPS



Heat Pumps • Refrigeration • Air Conditioning
Farm Vat Refrigeration • Ventilation
Annual Heat Pump servicing from $100 + GST
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LANDSCAPING
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PLUMBING


No hidden fees, thorough reference
checks, professional and friendly service.

Landscaping, fencing & decks
Small excavation with mini digger
General yard tidy ups
Concrete footpaths

Phone Chris on 027 2551 787 or
email Wilsondiggers@hotmail.com

MECHANIC



P 07 888 8850
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313 
0800 773

1 Garland
Street, Matamata
 *DUODQG
6WUHHW 0DWDPDWD
www.prestigegroup.co.nz
ZZZSUHVWLJHJURXSFRQ]
admin@prestigeplumbing.nz
DGPLQ#SUHVWLJHSOXPELQJQ]

PLUMBING

BOOK NOW!

44 Smith Street
Matamata
Phone 07 888 6629
Mobile 027 275 3788
Quality Guaranteed

Qualified and Registered Mechanic

07 888 2893 or 021 146 1221

OSTEOPATH

0$7$0$7$ 6(/) 6725$*(
)XOO\ DFFHVVLEOH IRU ODUJH IXUQLWXUH WUXFNV
)XOO\ VHFXUH ZLWK FDPHUD VXUYHLOODQFH
(OHFWURQLF VZLSH FDUG JDWHV
/RQJ RU VKRUW WHUP XQLWV

Phone 027 260 5473

Locally owned & operated

REAL ESTATE

• PLUMBERS • GASFITTERS • DRAINLAYERS •

PLUMBING
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ROOFING

ROOFING & SHEETMETALS

Flashing Supply | Re-Roofing | New Roofing

0800 773 313
1 Garland Street, Matamata
www.prestigegroup.co.nz
admin@prestigerooﬁng.co.nz

SAND BLASTING


$&&(66

STORAGE

TOTAL
STORAGE

• Exterior house spider/fly spraying
• Stump grinding & brush chipping
• Water blasting/House washing
• Driveways and paver cleaning

• Gutter cleaning
• Trees

  

Martin Van Dam

KEN’S SERVICE CENTRE (2001) LTD

STORAGE

F 07 888 7493

2FWLFWJY <WNLMY

WOF CHECKS
Automotive Servicing and Repairs
CARS – 4WD – LIGHT COMMERCIAL
All makes including late models
Pick up service available!

46 Broadway Matamata

Laura Bird PROPERTY MANAGER
M 021 111 8699 P 07 881 9290
laura.bird@bayleys.co.nz

8FQJX (TSXZQYFSY
•
•
•
•

Something for everyone who love to
give things a second crack at life

Syds Property Services



Phone 07 888 7345 or
0800 CENTIGRADE (0800 236 844)

Quality pre-loved:
Adults and children clothing | Manchester | bric-a-brac

PROPERTY SERVICES



 





Your investment and rental income
are assets worth protecting.

65 Arawa Street



 

Twice upon a Lifetime

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BAYLEYS MATAMATA





Tenant Selection Rent Collection
Routine Inspections Maintenance
Phone Liz on 027 208 8669
Email: hello@kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
www.kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
83 Arawa Street, Matamata

SECOND HAND

Success Realty Ltd, Bayleys, Licensed Under The REA Act 2008

PLUMBING











www.sceneonline.co.nz

STORAGE CONTAINERS &
STORAGE UNITS AVAILABLE
For more information call 021 676 799
or visit our website www.totalstorage.co.nz

STORAGE

•
•
•
•

SELF STORAGE

Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Vehicles

-

Security Cameras
Fully Electrified Fences
Automatic Gate Access
Clean Units
7 Day
Pest Controlled
Access
Short or Long Term
Insurance Approved
Yard Storage for Caravans/Boats

Phone: 027 499 9584

24 Waihou Street, Matamata info@matamataministorage.co.nz

STUMP GRINDING

Residential and Commercial
Stump Grinding Service.
Call or email Brian for a free
no obligation quote.
nzsupercut@gmail.com

SWIMMING POOLS AND SPA

KAIMAI NATURAL
HEALTH CENTRE
Introducing Amanda as our
newest addition, newly qualified
Osteopath from Unitec.
Phone for your appointment.
Kaimai Natural Health Centre

79 Arawa St, Matamata
07 880 9700

PAINTING

FOR THE BEST MOBILE DEALS AROUND
CALL US TODAY FOR ALL YOUR:
Plumbing • Gasfitting • Drainlaying • Heating

07 888 9340
2 Elizabeth Street, Matamata
matamata@laserplumbing.co.nz
www.matamata.laserplumbing.co.nz

PRINTING

“We can bring that old rusty steel work & machinery back to life”

Brett Reynolds
Shelley Haskett
027 562 9882
027 232 9655
matamatamobileblastingltd@gmail.com

SAND BLASTING

Spa / Pool VALET Services | Spa / Pool Repairs
Maintenance & Sales | Spa / Pool Chemicals
Pool Cleaners – Robotic Cleaner Demos
GREAT DEALS & COMPETITIVE PRICING AVAILABLE
Marc Ireland • Ph: 027 346 1375 • marc@ods.nz

TYRES
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ROLL WITH IT
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Sandblasting & Spraypainting
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PAINTING

White Dove

Residential Painters & Decorators
Exterior & interior painting
Plastering & wallpapering
Paint effects, airless spraypainting

Phone Phillip 07 888 8942
Mobile 027 6061 821

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Denis Holdsworth 027 283 6770
1 Waihou Street, Gate 4, Matamata

SCAFFOLDING
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YOUR SCAFFOLDING SPECIALIST
WORKING PLATFORMS EDGE PROTECTION MOBILE SCAFFOLD HIRE

CONTACT US

021 128 8081
info@paramountscaffolding.co.nz

www.paramountscaffolding.co.nz

Tyres • Rims • Wheel Alignments
• Batteries • Puncture Repairs
Phone 07 888 6866
53 Firth Street, Matamata

WHEELIE BIN

WHEELIE BIN SERVICES LTD

• 240L Rubbish Bins and Green Waste Bins
• Bins washed EVERY empty
• 4, 7 and 9m Skip Bins
• Town or country collections

Phone for further
information 888 4322
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Buy a
kids
bike

get $200
FREE!

$200 FREE DEALER
DOLLARS on selected
kids bikes
Purchase any kids bike and score $200
Dealer Dollars to spend on anything you
like in-store. A good reason to get the
kids outdoors or buy early for Xmas.

Offer applies to JR80, DR-Z125L,
LT-Z50 and LT-Z90.

Offer ends 31 December 2020, or while stocks last.

Merry Christmas

From the team at Phil’s Motorcycle Centre
11 Tui St, MATAMATA
Phone 07 888 7604

From our family to yours, happy
holidays and safe riding whether it’s
on the road, track or the land.

CHRISMAS HOURS
25th, 26th, 27th and 28th December – CLOSED
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th January – CLOSED

29 Thames St, MORRINSVILLE
Phone 07 889 7686

9 Tirau St, PUTARURU
Phone 07 883 7602

www.philsmotorcycles.co.nz

Swap Stockfoods supplies proven
stockfood supplements to beef and dairy
farmers throughout New Zealand.
The team at J Swap Contractors Ltd would like to wish everyone a

K
N
I
H
T
P
A
W
S

Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year!

We get it, store it, sell it and deliver it 24/7
It just takes one call - and a text to let you know it’s on its way

44 SCENE

15 DECEMBER, 2020

0800 4SWAP | JSWAP.co.nz

