LJ Hooker Property Management collaborate with
Restore Natives to keep the community green
Pictured are volunteers Jules Allen and Adam Thompson. See page 5 for more
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NEW ONLINE MEDICAL
SERVICES!!
FREEDOM TO MANAGE
YOUR HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

FILM NAME
ANTOINETTE IN THE
CEVENNES (M)

i there and welcome to another
week. I don’t know about you but
I’m getting a bit over the rain - especially
when out there in it doing stories. It’s
not exactly third world problems but wet
pens, wetter notebooks and a smudgy
scrawl we’ll loosely call notes certainly
has its challenges when back at the office
trying to make some sense of whatever it
was I had written! Lucky I have a pretty
active imagination huh! Let’s hope coming
weeks bring lots of beautiful sun - and
better handwriting.
Well, this week. Even though we are in
the midst of winter, there’s still plenty
happening and wet or not, it’s cool to see
everyone out there getting busy! A great
example of this was the Matamata Fishing
Club’s anniversary - read about that on
pages 12 and 13. It was a really fab night.
Something else that might excite those
of you that haven’t yet been to Hobbiton,
is the return of local resident tours, an
initiative run annually by Hobbiton Movie
Set to encourage residents to explore their
own backyard. Funds generated from
the weekend tours are donated to local
causes and in previous years, has included
Matamata Health Shuttle, Community
Patrol, Pohlen Hospital and Starfish Social
Services. CEO, Russell Alexander, has been
thrilled with the response so far and is
excited to be supporting the Christmas
in the Park event this year. More info and
details can be found on page 5.
Well wouldn’t you know - even though I
have soooo much more I could ramble on
about, I’m getting dangerously close to the
end of the page so until next time, be good,
be kind and be careful and I’ll see you
round like hairy little hobbit feet. 

THUR
FRI
SAT
SUN
TUE
WED
19 AUG 20 AUG 21 AUG 22 AUG 24 AUG 25 AUG
3.15pm

2.20pm

WARRIOR QUEEN (M)

3.50pm

3.40pm

4.00pm

3.50pm

FREE GUY (M)
!!NEW!!

3.40pm
8.00pm

8.35pm

3.00pm
8.20pm

1.45pm
5.30pm

11.15am
8.20pm

11.15am
6.00pm

HOW TO BE A GOOD
WIFE (M) NEW!!

1.25pm
6.00pm

3.10pm
8.35pm

1.00pm

10.45am

1.40pm
6.00pm

1.40pm

3.30pm

11.00am

12.20pm
4.30pm

3.20pm
8.30pm

1.30pm
5.45pm

6.15pm

3.20pm

1.45pm

1.40pm

11.30am
5.45pm

11.30am
2.00pm

11.00am
2.20pm
8.20pm

11.00am
5.50pm

6.10pm

4.10pm

JUNGLE CRUISE (M)
JUNIPER (M)
!!NEW!!
MAN IN THE HAT (PG)
!!NEW!!

10.50am

6.30pm

QUEEN BEES (PG)

1.00pm
5.45pm
8.15pm

12.55pm
3.30pm
6.00pm

12.45pm

1.10pm
3.30pm

RESPECT (M)
!!NEW!!

11.00am
2.00pm
7.40pm

12.40pm
5.45pm
8.10pm

12.30pm
5.30pm
7.50pm

10.30am
4.20pm

THE JUSTICE OF
BUNNY KING (M)

11.15am

AMELIE (M)
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s
Classic

5.15pm

5.40pm

Visit our website for up to the minute screening times:

www.tivolicinema.co.nz
NC - no complementarys
Tickets: Adults $18.00 Seniors & Students $14.50 (F) = Final Screening
Cheap Tuesday: Adults $15.00 Senior & Students $12.00 before 5pm

www.tivolicinema.co.nz | Bookings 07 823 5064 | 32 Lake Street, Cambridge
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I

was surprised to read the
opinion piece by Hugh
Vercoe that the RMA has been largely
successful based on the small number
of resource consent declined and that
reform is something that we need to be
careful of. Given the current situation of
our housing crisis I find this a very narrow
and distorted view of reality and would
argue that the measure of success should
be determined by the outcomes the
legislation produces for the community
it serves. Over the past 30 years we have
created a massive housing shortage,
pushed house and rental prices to record
levels too become the most unaffordable
country in the OECD and now we find
ourselves in a position where eight out of
10 young kiwis believe buying a home is
now unobtainable - and those that do, have
become burdened with high levels of debt.
However, the RMA isn’t the sole cause of
the housing crisis, the Building Act has
stifled innovation in the construction
sector, historically low interest rates,

underinvestment
in
manufacturing
sector the list goes on. The RMA is
however our most important framework
and it needs to be able to be flexible
enough to allow for the development
too cater for the needs of ALL those who
live in our communities and with each
district having its own district plan the
density and type of development that is
acceptable in one district is not always
acceptable in another. The creation of
regional strategies through Mana Whenua
and planning committees will bring about
a consistency of development across the
region and create more opportunities
for acceptable development within our
existing cities and towns which can be
brought to the market faster and easier
and across a broader range to service the
needs of our entire community. We should
be embracing the RMA reform to bring
about meaningful change as living in the
past will only ever stifle our future and
our future generations.
 Callum Patton.

am happy to report that the early weeks
of the Matamata covid vaccination
clinic have been a success. I am immensely
thankful that the community has shown
enthusiasm for getting vaccinated,
particularly considering the Delta strain
disaster that is inevitable if people do not
get vaccinated. To understand what is
brewing outside (or possibly within) our
borders it helps to review the idea of R0
(R-nought).
R0 refers to the average number of
people that will be infected by a person
with a particular type of infection. The R0
of the original Covid strain that arrived in
Matamata was between R2 and R3. This
is more than Influenza (R1 - 2), but much
less than some famous viruses such as
Chicken Pox (R10) and Measles (R18!).
Our early lockdown and border measures
managed to smack down the original
Covid strain and keep it out. The Delta
variant, however, has mutated such that
it has an R0 that is probably closer to R7,
two - three times more infectious than the
original strain. With such an R0, it will
take considerable luck to keep the Delta
variant out for the rest of the year. If a Delta
outbreak went unchecked, it would cause
all of the bad things that the original Covid
strain would have caused and it would
cause them much more quickly. The New
Zealand health system is highly efficient,
but it is not well resourced enough to deal
with the onslaught that would come. Care
would be compromised for almost any

New Zealander who needed it during an
unchecked outbreak. Lockdowns would
prevent some of the problems, but would
need to be longer, harder, and more costly
than our 2020 efforts. The only good
option for preventing these potentially
bad outcomes is to have very high rates of
vaccination with an effective vaccine.
Fortunately, a two dose series of the
Pfizer vaccine is effective at preventing
infection, hospitalization, and death and
it is very safe. 10 million doses have
been purchased and thus there will be
enough for everyone in the country to get
two doses. Pfizer has been very reliable
with their deliveries and the vaccination
program has stayed ahead of schedule.
So please, please, please everyone, when
it is your turn, surf over to bookmyvaccine.
covid19.health.nz or call 0800 28 29 26
and get your appointment scheduled! If
you are already vaccinated or if it is not
your turn yet please check with your
friends, family, and neighbours to see
if they need assistance with booking or
transportation.
Finally, if you are not convinced that
you should get a covid 19 vaccine, check
out
https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19vaccines/get-the-facts-about-covid-19vaccination/nz-vaccine-facts/; you and
your community are much safer with
vaccination than without, particularly
with a Delta wave threatening to crash
on our shores.  Ngâ mihi, Ben Ross MD,
Matamata Medical Centre.
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Proud to promote local news, local
advertising and local ownership. This is
our community and we’re proud to keep
it that way!
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caron@sceneonline.co.nz
0274 127 062
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sales@sceneonline.co.nz
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By buying a block, you can help build
the wall of a community legacy

W

hen Matamata Lions made the
decision to refurbish the Peria
Road property that, without question,
commands more respect than probably
any other in the town, it was not about
recognition – it was not about prestige
– moreover, it was about being part of
a community that bids farewell to the
most loved, missed and treasured people
in their lives there. That place is the
Matamata Cemetery.
As far as any present-day Lions are
aware, the last refurbishment at the
Matamata Cemetery was in 1971 when the
entrance and fences were repainted. It was
decided late in 2018, the 60th anniversary
since the Matamata service group became
chartered, that refreshing the entrance
would be a worthy and significant way
to acknowledge their milestone, but also
show added respect to those who came
before them.
“When we confirmed the new cemetery
wall project would proceed, we were
extremely grateful for the support received
from MPDC and J Swap Contractor’s Ltd
with product, manpower and machinery,
and almost immediately after that, Taylor
Bricklayers Ltd who didn’t hesitate to
offer their expertise” says Ernie Gardner,
member of the Matamata Lions Project
Committee. “We have also had very kind
offers from, for example, Chemwash who
has agreed to seal the Hinuera Stone once
completed, and volunteers happy to help
when required. We are getting towards
the business end of the project now, and
the biggest shortfall unfortunately, is
funds.”
Due to delays such as Covid-19 and
resistance to constant community-based
fundraising, the new fence has taken a
little longer than originally anticipated
but, with the first class Hinuera Stone
scheduled to arrive in coming weeks, an
end date is foreseeable.
“We have a shortfall of just under
$40,000” says Ernie, “so, as a committee,
have come up with a wonderful way our
community can contribute.
We are inviting people to “buy a block”
for the wall with a donation of $10 or more.
Obviously, time is of the essence given our
goal is to have the wall completed by the
end of September.”
The entire Matamata Lions project was

YOUR LOCAL

PICTURE FRAMERS

Wholesale prices too!
PHOTO PRODUCTS CREATED IN STORE
Don’t forget...we can fix your photos!

Let us save, re-new
or re-create your
photos

All at great value prices!

60 Arawa St

07 888 8560

Reclaimedit’s Clothing
new to you.
WE SELL YOUR CLOTHES
budgeted at $100,000 and although this
may seem significant, the result will be a
wonderful addition to our most essential
community facility. Already Lions have had
people agree that buying a block is a lovely
way to take a small sense of ownership in
the final resting place of their loved ones.
Donations can be made to Matamata
Lions Charitable Trust Account 03-03630397983-00.
All donations are tax deductible and
will be listed on a recognition board at
the Cemetery – just pop your name in the
reference when making your deposit.
If there are any tradies or volunteers
available to help construct the Hinuera
Stone wall between the pillars, David
Wearne would appreciate your contact.
You can email him at d.wearne@xtra.co.nz
or phone 027 496 7701.
 Caron Stewart.

We offer live streaming in our chapel
as well as most other locations.

Committed to connecting families through a time of grief.

6 Tamihana Street, Matamata | office@watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

Innovative | Bespoke | Quality
23 Rockford Street
Matamata | 07 888 9900

www.dirosa.co.nz
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Anthony van den Berg
LICENSED SALESPERSON
MATAMATA

The curtain has closed on my last listing...

...NOW LOOKING FOR A NEW LEAD...
YOUR HOME - THE STARING ROLE IN MY NEXT SALE

Call, text, email or meet me...

MATAMATA

49 Broadway, Matamata

Richard Prevett

|

M: 027 958 1297 |

07 888 1812 |

....LET’S GET YOUR SHOW STARTED!!
E: anthonyvdb@oneagency.net.nz

|

COUNTIES REALTY LTD, Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Time Travel Guide... A letter to the old country, 1904.

Dear Aunt Betty,
It will be many weeks before you receive this letter carried by steam ship across vast oceans from New Zealand to England. I well
remember my own journey a few years ago which seemed to take forever.
Hope you and Uncle George and my cousins are keeping well. Do not worry about me because I have been keeping very fit working as
a ploughman on the estate. “What estate?” you may well ask. Well, the government Lands Department has purchased the Matamata
Estate of 42841 acres and subdivided it into 117 farms or town sections and – wait for it – I got one of the farms in the ballot! Dozens
of us including Messrs Simpson, Conder, Cranswick, Bowler and Stanley who I told you about in my last letter boarded the train and
travelled to Auckland which is quite a big place now. We stayed three nights and were interviewed by some toffs from the Auckland
Land Board before the ballot at the Sailors’ Mission Hall. So, Glory Be! my name came up and here I stand the proud owner of (what
will be) a dairy farm! Then I will build a house! I am sick of living in workers quarters and even a tent at one stage. They are going to
build a creamery at Matamata so we will not have to cart the milk to Waharoa which is three miles away. The roads are earth with no
sand or metal that soon cut up into a deplorable state. To get the horses through we have had to fill up the ruts with fern and tea tree.
Who knows? – when my house is built, I might be able to entice one of the attractive young ladies I meet at the local dances to help
me milk the cows! All the very best. I miss you all. Ever thought of emigrating to New Zealand? We could do with Uncle George’s
skills. Come on down to the land of opportunity.
Your loving nephew, Alan.

paint
Choose from top quality Berger, or top of the
range Dulux paints. And if you’re unsure, don’t
forget we have paint experts on hand to help
you get the right paint for the right job.

Guthrie Bowron Matamata |17 Arawa Street, Matamata
E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz | Ph: 07 888 8119
7.30am - 5pm Monday - Friday | 9am - 12pm Saturday
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A passion for restoring natives

hen LJ Hooker Property
purchasing a property that
Management
decided
includes 30 acres of native
to look at ways they could
bush, much of which remains
reciprocate support back into the
untouched, he realised this also
community, they decided ‘going
provided a large seed bank for
green’ was the perfect solution. It
growing plants… So, redesigning
wasn’t that they were all turning
his future over the lockdown
vegetarian – nor were they
period, he sold half of his
dressing like leprechauns… green
mortgage broker business with
in this instance was planting
the intention of putting more
native trees and working towards
time into propagating, raising
ensuring that future generations
and supplying large quantities
are welcomed into a healthy and
of native plants to farmers and
sustainable future.
environmentally minded people
In collaboration with Adam
in the hope of restoring areas
Thompson, founder of Restore
to their natural purpose. “It’s
Native Plant Nursery, Gavin
been massive” he says, “and so
van Lierop and the property
much more rewarding than I
management
team
have
could ever have imagined. It’s
committed to donating trees
a pretty great feeling to be part
to local schools or community
of a bigger picture restoring
based projects. Incredibly, in less
forests alongside people that are
than five months since they began
invested in the same ideal - and
the initiative, almost 2,000 trees
to be frank, is bloody rewarding!”
have been planted! “It’s hard
Having
recently
received
not to get enthusiastic about the
contact
from
Matamata
ABOVE: Pictured with one of the little Playcentre regulars, Playcentre, Gavin and his team
crucial need to replant forests
is
LJ Hooker Property Management team member Denika were delighted to confirm they
and native trees when talking to
Cawker
who was happy to get involved!
Adam” says Gavin. “He literally
would donate and plant trees for
started from the seed of an idea over the 2020 Covid pandemic the native area that has been on the ‘wish list’ since confirming
and, as well as doing amazing things for our environment, has the development of their paddock. Adam packed up 400 trees,
already initiated positive change – even down to seeing a huge chucked the trusty post hole borer on the ute and, even with
increase in native bird numbers. As a team, we are hugely proud horrendous winter weather, arrived at Playcentre with a grin
to get involved and, as an added bonus, get to help plant them wider than ever! “Kudos to the LJ girls and the Playcentre
and see the difference it’s making to our local green spaces.”
volunteers” said Adam. “They were happy as a pig in mud – and
Adam, a self confessed farm boy, has always had a passion for boy, there was mud! It was raining cats, dogs and other small
trees and birds which led him to pest control and the instigation animals, yet they all got in there and we got the job done. The
of a Predator Free group in Cambridge. More recently, after area looked amazing and everyone was stoked!”  Caron Stewart.

STILL A
WEE BIT
CHILLY?

Hobbiton™ Movie Set
Local Resident Tours

AVAILABLE ON WEEKEND DEPARTURES UNTIL 5 SEPTEMBER!
Experience the magic of Middle-earth™ with a tour of Hobbiton Movie Set before enjoying a Hobbit™ Southfarthing™ beverage
in front of the roaring fires of The Green Dragon™ Inn.
We will be offering special rates for Matamata, Waharoa, Walton, Te Poi, Tirau or Hinuera residents on weekend tours until 5 Septemtember
departing from The Shire’s Rest™. Special local resident rate of $20.00 per person, children 0-8 are free with a full paying customer. Allow 2 hours.
All proceeds will go towards supporting the Matamata Christmas at the Park event.
Numbers are limited so booking in advance is essential. Book at the Matamata i-SITE - proof of residency required.

For bookings please contact Matamata i-SITE on 07 888 7260
SHIRE TOURS, SHIRE’S REST, MIDDLE-EARTH, GREEN DRAGON and HOBBITON are registered trademarks of Saul Zaentz Company and are used under license by Ring Scenic Tours Limited and Wingnut Films Productions Limited, which are independently owned and operated.
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HOMES & GARDENS of Matamata
Saturday 6th November 2021
TICKETS ON SALE NOW - $55pp

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/real-home-and-garden-tickets-151565228679

Proudly supported by: J Swap Contractors Ltd | Matamata Mitre 10 | L J Hooker Matamata | Comag Ltd

Amidst the Victorian romance, there sits a gem...

T

he fifth property featured in the 2021 Real Homes
& Gardens Tour could be described as an expansive
matriarch with an abundance of stories to tell.
Built in the early 1900s, the home oozes the charm of the
Victorian era, yet incorporates some of the best aspects of
the 19th century Edwardian style. Brightly coloured and
patterned wallpapers, dual purposed rooms, high ceilings and
prominent timber windows with leaded lights are key design

AGENT PROFILE

of the month

features inviting sunshine to every room.
Outside, with wide porches having become a mainstay
throughout the era; and decorated with bold white woodwork
and intricate fretwork patterns, a seamless transition from
double French doors invites elegant enjoyment of the outdoor
vista bordered only by expansive garden and the sky above.
Having complimented the British architectural value
of the home, the rural canvas with its comprehensive
views of the Kaimai range, has been designed to enjoy.
Mature and established specimen trees are bordered
by attractive low hedging, lush grass and a collection
of gorgeous roses that capture the rural countryside
romance amidst the urban lifestyle of its owners.
It’s as light and airy outside as it is inside and, with
an obvious commitment to finishing and lifestyle, this
beautiful period villa will be one well remembered by
its guests.  Caron Stewart.



 years experience

Neville Jacques
Mobile: 021 774 190
neville.jacques@bayleys.co.nz
Having spent 13 years in the rural
property market, Neville has
achieved some spectacular results!
A hard working agent dedicated to his
clients, Neville is consistently in the top
10% nationwide for Bayleys sales over
the 2017, 2018 and 2019. Having sold
over $100 million of property sales is
testament to his work ethic and sales
ability.
Understanding the principles of selling
are paramount to Neville, passing on
knowledge gained through experience
is important in guiding people through
the sale process in an uncomplicated
and measured way.
Neville works as part of the wider
Bayleys Country team. Give Neville a
call to have a no obligation chat when
you are next thinking about a property
move.

   

65 Arawa Street | 07 888 8850
Success Realty Ltd, Licensed Under the REAA 2008

www.bayleys.co.nz
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Providing a gateway to opportunity

ith two uncles and a brother
already proficient in the trade,
Matamata College year 12 student, Zarnia
Steiner, has always been encouraged to
follow her dream of becoming a mechanic.
For as long as she can remember, she’s
just loved cars and has never given any
thought to an alternative career following
her college education.
“Having recently been given the
opportunity to take up a Gateway
placement, I couldn’t wait to get started”
says Zarnia. “The team at Auto Super
Shoppe immediately made me feel
welcome and getting to be hands on
under the guidance of Theo Laurens,
one of the technicians there, I’m learning
so much about how engines work and
the diagnostics required to ensure they
continue to work! It’s awesome to be in an
environment where I’m encouraged and
supported, but also each week getting to
do something more than holding the torch
for my uncles or brother” she laughs!
From the perspective of Theo, guiding
young people towards their dream
vocation is a real privilege. “It’s no secret
there is a definite shortage of skilled
mechanics in New Zealand so to have
Zarnia, a young woman really keen to
learn, is a very positive experience for us
all. In our opinion the Gateway program
is a great way to give young people an
honest insight to the industry before they
commit to further study or apprenticeship
opportunities.”
For Kym Bolton Hampton who was
employed at Matamata College 15 years
ago to coordinate Gateway, there is

ABOVE: Pictured with Auto Super Shoppe
technician, Theo Laurens, Zarnia Steiner
is thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to
explore mechanics through the Matamata
College Gateway programme.
nothing more rewarding than seeing
senior students get the opportunity to
try prospective employment or training
opportunities. “There are so many
vocations available to our kids these days”
says Kym, “whether that’s in tertiary or
further education, apprenticeships or
employment. It’s great that we have lots
of local employers on board happy to host
our students and give them a taste of the
industry before they have to fully commit.
I have seen many students start out
with an interest in something and, after
experiencing it, see that interest turn into
a real passion – and even at times, offers

mechanic

designer

of employment. There really is no better
result for our young people.”
Committing to a period of generally
around 10 weeks, students between
the ages of 16 and 18 are “employed”
for 30 to 40 hours of voluntary service
within a business. They are expected
to treat the experience as they would
any term of employment by arriving
on time, completing duties as required
and at the same time, be monitored
with liaison between their employer
and Matamata College. “Gateway is an
excellent transition for students looking
to enter the workforce” says Kym, “and as
well as completing their allocated hours
are encouraged to treat the experience
as an extension of school learning with
studies and support offered relating to the
vocation of choice.”
Although Kym has a good database
within a variety of work environments,
she is always keen to hear from businesses
that might benefit from taking part in the
Gateway program. “There is no financial
cost to the employer” she says, “and it
is a very good way of testing the waters
so to speak, should they be looking to
take on junior staff, apprentices or extra
employees. We are always appreciative
of businesses coming on board from
every sector of the workforce whether
its farming or retail, to more specialised
positions such as hairdressing and
mechanics.” If offering a placement spot
is something your business might find
appealing, don’t hesitate to contact Kym
personally. See the advert below for full
details.  Caron Stewart.

PETE’S CLUCK’N
GOOD DEAL!
Owen’s flown the coop for a
couple of days so Pete’s plucked
this goodie for ya!

CRUMBED
CHICKEN
SCHNITZEL

HALF
PRICE!!
Crumbed Pork Sirloin
Schnitzel also half price!
ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST!

Locally owned & operated

Broadway, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8957

Is
your
student
looking
banker
for direction?
teacher designer

journ

hairdresser
builder

florist
barista

photograher

trainer

plumber

It’s time to consider your options with the
Matamata College Pathways Careers Expo

Thursday 26th August 2021
from 5.15 to 7.00pm
Matamata College Hall
FREE ENTRY
Take the opportunity to talk to:
• Polytechnics, universities and tertiary providers
• Training providers from a range of industries
• Matamata College career staff and head of departments

Course planning for 2022 and so much more!
Parents, students and all local youth welcome
The Pathways Careers Expo is a great opportunity to get
inspired, gather information and ensure your students
subject choices support the future they choose.

Building tomorrow’s workforce today
For further information please contact one of
the careers staff at Matamata College
Phone 07 881 9018 | www.matamatacollege.school.nz
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Helping Lions to help the Council’s biggest night
out, show casing the best
community
in business
I

t’s that time of the year again for
Matamata Lions with the annual
Fertiliser Drive happening on Saturday
September 4.
With great support by Balance Agrinutrients, Wealleans Groundspread,
Dalton’s and J Swap Contractor’s Ltd,
this year’s drive will support Matamata
College Sports, Matamata Girl Guides,
Scout group and Playcentre. These groups,
along with Matamata Lions, will bag the
products the week prior and on the day
of sales and delivery, will head off from J

Tim van de Molen

E

Swap Contractor’s yard to cover the entire
community between 9am and 12noon.
With your support, the more they sell, will
directly benefit their respective projects.
Members of the community can expect
to receive a pamphlet of products and
prices in their letterboxes during the week
of August 23. Anyone that is not home on
delivery day can, from Sunday September
5, contact Di on 022 090 2620 or Kay on
027 280 7385.
 David Wearne, Matamata Lions project
director.

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Three Waters Reform

xpecting our Matamata community
to have access to clean, safe drinking
water is a given. Reliable infrastructure
and effective management of our waste
and storm water to ensure a healthy
environment is taken for granted. Across
New Zealand, we all just expect our Three
Waters – drinking, waste and storm water
- to be taken care of, and most of the time
they are.
There are definitely things that need
improving. Infrastructure across the
country is in varying states of worthiness;
when it fails it puts public health and the
environment at risk, sadly we saw this in
Havelock North in 2016.
The governance of Three Waters by
our local councils is about to be taken
out of their hands if this Government
has its way. The plan to merge the
management, infrastructure and service
delivery of Three Waters into four new
regional entities is another example of
this Government’s arrogant attitude,
prioritising centralisation of locally owned
and managed resources – like we’ve
seen with health and tertiary education.
Not to mention taking control over tens
of millions of dollars in infrastructure
and revenue. How they’ve come to the
conclusion this model is best is unclear,
the so-called financial benefits and cost
savings haven’t been explained to the
public and some councils have reported
they still lack information.
Exactly what will the benefits be? Where
is the logic which puts water management
in towns hundreds of kilometres apart,
like Matamata with Whakatāne and New

Plymouth, into the governance of the same
regional entity? Will ratepayers effectively
end up subsidising major infrastructure
upgrades to the benefit of other places
instead of their own? Do you fancy our
residents’ revenue contributions being
hoovered up by infrastructure needs in
Tauranga or Hamilton? Sorry city dwellers
– we have enough challenges of our own
to contend with, without funding yours!
The economies of scale are unproven
in this model, the costs to residents are
undisclosed and the implications going
forward are uncharted. Opposition is
being voiced by councils up and down the
nation as we grapple with this important
issue. Councils and their ratepayers should
be provided with ample time to review
the proposed reforms, with opportunity
for communities to have a say about what
these reforms would meant to them.
Again, I agree there is need for
improvements and the problems we face
with Three Waters are complex. Decisions
around management must be consulted
with local councils and communities
to ensure we have a fit-for purpose
water system that prioritises health and
environment standards – so we all benefit.
Should you wish to share your views
on an issue, or reach out for my support,
please feel welcome to contact my team in
the centrally located Morrinsville office on
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846) or email
Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.
nz. I’m regularly in all the communities
around the electorate and look forward to
connecting with you.
 Tim van de Molen.

Tim van de Molen

T

he Bayleys Business Night Out
celebrates business success in
Matamata-Piako and will be returning on
October 14, 2021 at the Matamata-Piako
Civic and Memorial Centre.
Last year, due to COVID-19, Council
changed the format of the ceremony,
and made the decision to remove the
business category awards, however the
hiatus is over and Trades, Manufacturing
and Primary Industries, Consumer
Services (Retail, Tourism and Hospitality),
Professional Services and New and
Emerging Business will return in 2021.
Each of the category winners will then be
eligible to become the Matamata-Piako
Bayleys Supreme Business Award winner.
All entries into the business category
awards will be scrutinized by our elite
panel of judges and Mayor Ash Tanner said
they are thrilled to partner with Te Waka
Business Growth Advisors Peter Davey
and Hayley Smith and BNZ Commercial
Partner Jackie Hicks. “Our judging panel
will no doubt have a huge challenge on
their hands,” he said. “We know MatamataPiako is home to an amazing, thriving
business community.”
Mayor Ash said he knows it was
disappointing to not have the category
awards last year – but was conscious of
not adding extra pressure to businesses
who were coming out of the COVID-19
Lockdown. “It’s great we can bring them
back. We really appreciate all the time
business owners put in to their entries
and we wish them all the best of luck.
Joining these award categories will be
the highly contested Fonterra People’s
Choice Awards (formerly known as
Customer Services Awards) - one for
each of the three towns in the district,
which goes to public vote. Last year over
2000 online votes were received, with the
finalists sitting neck and neck until the
last-minute. “Owning a small business
myself, I know the long lasting impacts a
positive customer experience can have –
and it was great to see people taking that
extra step to nominate their favourite
business and see such healthy competition
in our communities” added Mayor Ash.
“It would be great to see our communities
supporting their favourite businesses
again this year and the votes even higher.”

Each year Council invites an inspirational
speaker as part of the awards ceremony
and they are excited to welcome Dr Paul
Woods to the district. He speaks to the
human experience, providing practical
insight on topics such as our capacity for
change, coping with uncertainty, building
mental toughness and resilience and how
to turn adversity to your advantage. Learn
more about this enigmatic speaker at
paulwood.com/.
The event wouldn’t be possible without
sponsorship and Mayor Ash said he was
thrilled to see businesses supporting
business to help make the night come
together. “We are pleased to welcome
back our sponsors Bayleys, Fonterra,
Mediaworks and Cooper Aitken whose
support really does make the Business
Night Out possible.”
Entry and nomination forms will
be available online only this year and
categories and nominations for People’s
Choice Awards are now open. Keep an eye
out for more information on the MPDC
website and Facebook page and Council
in Focus ads in Scene, Morrinsville and Te
Aroha News.
Enter or make a nomination at mpdc.
nz/bno Nominations for People’s Choice
close 3 September 2021 and category
entries close 24 September 2021.
 MPDC Communications.

ABOVE: Dr Paul wood, guest speaker
at the 2021 Business Night Out hosted by
MPDC. See paulwood.com for more.

Lets talk about your insurance.

Your MP for Waikkato

Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.nz
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846)
TimvandeMolenWaikato

Authorised by Tim van de Molen, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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SPECIALITY

WE
KEEP.
2021 Paw Print colouring competition winner
Congratulations to Savanna McBain of Te Aroha, who was the
overall winner of the 2021 Paw Print colouring competition
(pictured with Mayor Ash Tanner and Savanna’s dogs Cosmo
and Jeanie).
This competition was open to all recipients of our Paw Print
newsletter - with the wining entrant receiving a free year’s
dog registration.
Congratulations to our highly commended artists:
Te Aroha:
Zammora Williams
Sophie Phillips
Matamata:
Lucas Dos Santos
Bianca Toung

The Bayleys Business Night Out celebrates business success
in Matamata-Piako and will be returning on 14 October 2021
at the Matamata-Piako Civic and Memorial Centre.

Morrinsville:
Ella Derrick
Isla Scott
Reevey Odlum

Last year, due to COVID-19, we changed the format of the
ceremony, and made the decision to remove the business
category awards, however the hiatus is over and Trades,
Manufacturing and Primary Industries, Consumer Services
(Retail, Tourism and Hospitality), Professional Services and
New and Emerging Business will return in 2021.
Each of the category winners will then be eligible to become
the Matamata-Piako Bayleys Supreme Business Award winner.

Important notice to all ratepayers
First instalment rates notices for 2021/2022 have been
posted/emailed out. Last day for payment of this instalment
is 25 August 2021.

If you have not received your rates notice or need to check
your account balance - contact our Customer Services
team for assistance on 0800 746 467.

Joining these award categories will be the highly contested
Fonterra People’s Choice Awards (formerly known as
Customer Services Awards) - one for each of the three
towns in the district, which goes to public vote.

A 10% additional charge will be added to any part of
this first instalment which remains unpaid at 4.30pm
25 August 2021.

D. J. McLeod
Chief Executive Officer

Entry and nomination forms will only be available online
this year and are now open. Enter or make a nomination
at mpdc.nz/bno.

Payment Options - cash, eftpos, credit card, electronic
banking or direct debit - credit card options will incur a
surcharge fee.
Direct Debit - did you know that weekly, fortnightly,
monthly, quarterly or annual payments are available?
Go to mpdc.govt.nz to apply for online direct debit.

Cheques no longer accepted

As of 31 May this year, we stopped accepting cheques
as payment for any of our services, including rates, dog
registration and fines. If this affects you, please contact
Customer Services to discuss alternate payment options.

Nominations for Fonterra People’s Choice close 3 September
2021 and category entries close 24 September 2021.

Notice of meetings

Who represents you?
Following our recent decision to establish Māori Wards,
Council is taking a fresh look at how many elected members
there are and what communities they represent across
the district.
When we last did a representation review in 2018, you
clearly told us that the communities of interest in our
district are Morrinsville, Matamata and Te Aroha, small rural
townships, rural, and Māori. We believe these communities
of interest are likely to still be the same, so are proposing

The following meetings have been scheduled for the month of
September 2021.
to stick with the current structure (4 Matamata Ward, 4
Morrinsville Ward and 3 Te Aroha Ward Councillors), with the
addition of one Māori Ward seat.

What do you
think?

To be held: Council Chambers, 35 Kenrick Street, Te Aroha
Te Manawhenua Forum mo Matamata-Piako:
10am, Tuesday, 7 September.
Matamata-Piako District Council:

We want to hear whether you agree with
this proposal. You can find out more
(including information about the other options) and make a
submission at mpdc.nz/representation until 22 August.

9am, Wednesday, 8 September.
Matamata-Piako District Council:
9am, Wednesday, 15 September. Council to hear submissions
on the Representation Review. The hearing will continue at
9am on 16 September (only if required).
Corporate and Operations Committee:
9am, Wednesday, 22 September.
This notice is made in accordance with Section 46 of the Local
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.

0800 746 467 mpdc.govt.nz
Get this straight to your inbox mpdc.nz/sign-up
CIF_template_2020_v01.indd 1
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Rallying together for the
greater good
ABOVE: Pictured are three local cars owned by locals proud to support the Waikato
branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand’s rally for Daffodil Day which will begin at
the RSA carpark on Sunday morning at 9.30am.

I

f you’ve got an interesting set of
wheels parked up in a dusty garage
somewhere, local member of the Waikato
branch of the Vintage Car Club of New
Zealand, Graham Pate, is encouraging you
to get it out, give it a dust off and help raise
funds for a great cause.
Supporting Daffodil Day, rallies have
been organised from one end of the
country to the other and all events
welcome anyone keen to be part of the
fun. “Although it’s a national day, each
regional branch is organising separate
rally events” says Graham. “Ours will begin
at the RSA carpark in Ngaio Street and, in
convoy, finish up at the Waikato Vintage
Car Club clubrooms in Cambridge. Once
there, people will have the opportunity
to have a look around the new workshop,
the library and of course, enjoy wandering
around an impressive show of vehicles.
There’ll be a coffee cart and sausage sizzle

to whet the whistle and a few other things
on the go, but the day has been organised
to ensure a neat day out for all ages.”
Open to any kind of transport whether
it has two or four wheels and is classic or
performance, all regional event proceeds
will be added together for a national
donation to the Cancer Society’s daffodil
Day appeal. Last year, from over 30 clubs
collectively, this exceeded $60,000 which
was a significant boost to the valuable
support and assistance provided to people
and their families affected by cancer. “To
take part, entry is just $10 per car” says
Graham, “and if people are able, donation
buckets will be circulating throughout the
day. We would love your support!”
Confirmed for Sunday August 22, anyone
keen to take part invited to meet at the RSA
carpark at 9.30am. Further information is
available at www.vcc.org.nz
 Caron Stewart.

Gearing up with hope for
all New Zealanders

M

atamata Daffodil Day coordinators
Annette Gray and Carmen Field are
thrilled to welcome two new volunteers
on board for the 2021 Daffodil Day appeal
next Friday, August 27.
Keen to contribute to the organisation
and administration of one of New Zealand’s
most iconic days are local women, Nanette
Cooper and Jane Aston who are looking
forward to doing what they can for the
cause. “There are very few people that
haven’t been impacted by cancer in some
way” says Nanette, “so if we can help out
by contributing our time, then we are very
happy to do so – and we’ll be encouraging
all our locals to dig deep where they can.”
Although there’s not too much that
has changed regarding the appeal
day, donation stations will be visible
around the central business district and
supermarkets, and all donations will be
hugely appreciated. Teddy bears have
been replaced with reusable tote bags
which, for the first time, will be sold
alongside other merchandise including
fabric and fresh daffodils and pens at
various locations.
Over the past 30 years and counting
since the Daffodil Day annual appeal was

initiated, the Cancer Society has seen
progress in the prevention and treatment
of Cancer – although given more people
are still being diagnosed each year,
continued support is needed nationwide.
“Across New Zealand the Cancer Society
is out every day of the year helping people
who are affected by all types of cancer”
says Annette. “They offer practical and
emotional support to people when they
are at their most vulnerable and, with no
direct government funding, our donations
are crucial. I think one of the most
important things to remember, is that all
funds raised throughout the Waikato/Bay
of Plenty stay within our region - and fund
a myriad of necessary services for those
who need it.”
Held annually on the last Friday of
August, Daffodil Day is the biggest
generator of funds for the Cancer Society
and, with the bright yellow bloom of the
daffodil, represents hope for the one in
three New Zealander’s affected by cancer
each year. People wanting to support the
Cancer Society can do so by donating
directly with a street collector, at any ANZ
branch, or online at daffodilday.org.nz.
 Caron Stewart.

DAFFODIL RALLY
FOR CANCER

SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST 2021
IN THE $10 PER CAR

O
J
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E
CANC
MEET:

ALL PROCEEDS TO
CANCER SOCIETY

9.30am Matamata RSA
5 Ngaio Street

Rally lasts approximately one hour,
culminating at an OPEN DAY at the Waikato
Vintage Car Club, Maclean St Cambridge
DISPLAY YOUR CAR!

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9

Proudly supporting

Sausage Sizzle | Coffee Cart | Car Display | Parts Shed Open
Library Open | Photo opportunity next to or in your car of choice
PLUS MUCH MORE...

Come and join the fun - you don’t have to members

All ages and vehicle types are welcome!
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ABOVE: Pictured from left are 2021 Daffodil Day coordinators Annette Gray, Carmen
Field, Nanette Cooper and Jane Aston. If you would like to help out or would be available
to man a collection point next Friday, please contact Annette on 021 724 035 or Nanette
on 027 200 4500.

Stationery | Books | Toys
Gifts | Lotto | Greeting Cards
Magazines | Gift Cards
NZ Post Services
85 Broadway, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 7694

Scene around...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Kuranui School plants a community orchard
R

ecently all of the pupils at Kuranui School spent time
planting an orchard.
The project idea started with Ms Heather Holmes, our
enviroschools teacher. We have a block of land behind the school
that is owned by the school. We have a wonderful local farmer,
Paul Southcombe, who looks after the land for us but we wanted
to think of a way we could use that land for the school and
local community. Heather came up with the idea of creating an
orchard. She applied last year and was successful in winning a

C

grant from Waikato Regional Council. This enabled us to purchase
the materials to fence the orchard and the plants to plant. We
had a lot of support from people, but particular mention needs
to go to Jade Withers, a parent, and Matthew Campbell, our
wonderful neighbour down the road, who spent a Saturday
putting up the fencing. We then had the generous lend of a digger
from Mike Parrant from MSP Contracting. Aaron Jeffares, one of
our parents, spent a Sunday morning digging holes for the trees
- supervised by his son Ryan! The whole school, with the help
of some wonderful parents and whanau
members then planted the trees. We
were so lucky that we planted on a sunny
afternoon and then had rain the following
two days which watered our new plants in.
We also received a generous donation of a
gate from The Merchant of Matamata. We
hope that the fruit off these trees will be
able to be used in the future by our whole
Kuranui community.  Paula Hastings,
Kuranui School principal.

Cardio for Cancer

ancer is a disease that effects so many
people in so many different ways,
and it was with this thought that Fitzone
community volunteers group wanted to
do something to help.
“We were having our monthly coffee
meeting and the subject of cancer came
up” says group manager, Ayesha Brooky.
“We realised that, even in our small group,
we know of six or so families in Matamata
dealing with cancer in one way or another.
So, loving our community like we do,
decided to put our thinking caps on and
come up with a way to show our support.”
It was from these discussions that
“Cardio for Cancer” was born. The Fitzone
community volunteers will be setting up
an assault bike outside Stirling Sports,
Arawa Street on Saturday 28th August
from 9am to 1pm. “Our goal is to try and
raise $1000 and reach at least 10kms on
the assault bike” says Ayesha.
The Waikato Cancer Society will be in
attendance to provide information and
services for those fighting Cancer, those
caring for a loved one as they go through
their journey or, support networks for
those dealing with the grief of losing
someone.
Everyone is welcome to come along,
jump on the bike, make a donation or
even both! For those who do a wee stint
on the bike and make a donation, not only
will they feel good about supporting such
a worthy cause but you will also receive

WINTER IS
HERE!!

We do Retrofit double glazing,
re-rubbering or re-putty
plus see us for:
Security and/or locks
Door and window hardware
Glass supply
Flyscreen supply and maintenance
Kitchen and bathroom splashbacks
Locksmiths
Catdoors

a ‘buy one, get one free’ coffee card from
the great team at Momento Café. If you do
have other plans already and can’t make it
along to Cardio for Cancer, you can make an
online donation at: www.youcanforcancer.
org.nz/fitzonecommunityvolunteers
 Milly Keys.

ABOVE: Pictured are Fitzone Community
Volunteers Ayesha Brooky, Terri Allen,
Margaret Jagger and Brendon Reichmuth.

Create a WOW factor with Wallpaper!
To re-vamp that room, add a pop of colour or
texture, call in and see us. We have a huge range
of top quality wallpaper including murals for a
standout feature wall.

AWARD WINNER 2021
2021 OVERALL SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WINNER

Guthrie Bowron Matamata |17 Arawa Street, Matamata
E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz | Ph: 07 888 8119
7.30am - 5pm Monday - Friday | 9am - 12pm Saturday
SCENE 17 August, 2021
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Acknowledging 30 years of New Zealand’s
largest inland fishing club
A

fter welcoming past and present
members, their families and guests
of the Matamata Fishing Club, President
Chris Bungard (Bungey) held a minute’s
silence for the loved, missed and respected
members who, although they have passed
away, left a long and wonderful legacy of
friendship and memories that will remain
within the club always.
Then, starting with the generosity
of the J Swap Contractor’s Ltd team at
Pepper Street Cafe for allowing the club’s
use of their fantastic new facility, Chris
acknowledged the many community

businesses and organisations that
continue to support Matamata Fishing
Club with tournaments, prizes and
sponsorship each year. “We owe them a
great deal of gratitude” he said. “Matamata
Fishing Club is one of the largest inland
fishing club in the country and it is only due
to the fantastic support of our sponsors
that we have retained great membership
numbers, excellent facilities and a club we
are all very proud to be involved in.
Established in 1990 after a few likeminded people got together and discussed
the idea of a local fishing club, Tom Carly

Matamata
EST. 1990

FISHING
CLUB

ABOVE: Invited to cut the 30 year anniversary cake alongside president Chris Bungard,
are from left; current patron, Bob Bevege and past patrons Cliff Hazelton and Neil Dalton.

and Chris Bungard took the discussion
a step further and organised a meeting
for interested parties. The idea was well
received and as they say, the rest is history!
For the following 16 years, Chris was
president of the club which went from
strength to strength with a motivated
and dynamic committee working
alongside him. Fast forward ‘a decade
or so’ and again Chris took on the role
of president. He says that aside from a
hardworking committee, the support of
extremely generous local sponsors keeps
membership close to 400 every year - with
a strong contingent of juniors. “I think the
thing that has kept the club so vibrant is
the family first attitude” says Chris. “We
celebrate, support and encourage our

juniors and are very fortunate to have
incredibly generous sponsors that love to
reward their efforts.”
Following his welcome, Bungey was
proud to present long service certificates
and Life Membership awards before
congratulating members on their
achievements during the 2020/2021
season with the annual prizegiving.
Local band ‘The Good Ole Boys’ then
kicked off an evening of fun, dancing and
huge celebration!  Caron Stewart.

ABOVE: Pictured left is Phil Stevens, 2020/21 Open Champion, Sports fishing Champion
and winner of the ‘Most points in one competition’ and ‘Burley Bat’ trophys. His good ship,
Cool Change was also the Champion Boat for the season! Peter Nelmes (right) won the
Golden Flow Heaviest Snapper and the Time and Tide trophy.

BUSINESS NETWORKING MATAMATA

BNI provides a positive, supportive and structured environment for the
development and exchange of quality business referrals.

To find out more about joining BNI contact:
Kym Bolton-Hampton | Ph: 027 548 3929

Locally owned and operated in Matamata,
Pres�ge Rooﬁng can help you with
renova�ons, new builds or maintenance.
As members of the Rooﬁng Associa�on of
New Zealand you can rely on us to provide
quality service.
Follow
us
on
Facebook
@pres�gerooﬁngltd or check out our
website www.pres�gerooﬁng.co.nz to
see how we can best help you with your
next project.
www.pres�gerooﬁng.co.nz

Accountant

CooperAitken Accountants

888 8002

Builder

Begovich Builders

888 4841

Electrician

Electrico Ltd

888 8245

Flooring

Flooring Design

880 9493

Gateway/Careers

Matamata College

General Insurance

Aon Insurance Brokers

888 4670

Gym

Fitzone

888 7385

Home Decorators

Guthrie Bowron Matamata

888 8119

Life Insurance

NZ Advice Group

Plumber

Plumb.Co

888 8147

Residential Real Estate

One Agency

888 1812

Restaurant & Bar

Redoubt Bar & Eatery

888 8585

Roofing

Prestige Group

Stationers

Paperplus

COUNTIES
REALTY
MATAMATA
REAL ESTATE
MATAMATA
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027 548 3929

0800 230 235

0800 773 313
888 7694

GATEWAY

0800 773 313

www.prestigeroofing.co.nz
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Celebrating
our president

Life Membership

F

ollowing the presentation of awards
for the 2020/2021 season, committee
member Keith Ellis was delighted on
behalf of past and present members to
present a special acknowledgement to
Chris Bungard, president and co-founder
of the Matamata Fishing Club. From small
beginnings, Chris served as the inaugural
president for 16 years, before taking up
the position again a decade later, still
holding that today. His commitment to
ensuring men, women and children of all
ages continue to be the heart of the club is
honorary and appreciated Keith said.

Celebrating our season...
2020/2021 season Trophy
winners were as follows:

Open
Champion:
Phil
Stevens,
Champion Boat: Cool Change, Fresh water
Champion: Stephen Butcher, Champion
Boat (freshwater): Team Butcher, Shore
Champion: Brook Whitehead, Junior
Champion: Beau Mitchell, Women’s
Champion: Nicky Telford, Largest Snapper
(boat): Peter Nelmes, Largest Snapper
(shore): Brook Whitehead, Largest Trout:
Shane Edmonds, Largest fish not Snapper
(boat): Chris Henderson, Paramount
Tyres Matamata shield: Beau Mitchell,
Most points one competition: Phil
Stevens, Largest fish not Snapper (shore):
Michael Autridge, Largest Barracouta: Stef
Atkinson, Sport fishing Champion: Phil
Stevens, Heaviest Kingfish: Glen Clothier,

2016 Holden Captiva LTZ V6 3.0P/4WD/6AT
Apple CarPlay, Blind Spot Monitoring, Leather

$25,995

7 Seater!

2013 Volvo V40 T5 R-Design
Low Kms, High Spec

$19,995

Full Leather
Interior

RIGHT: Over the past 30 years since
the inception of the Matamata Fishing
Club, the honour of Life Membership
has been bestowed on just five past or
present members. At the prizegiving and
celebration of the last three decades,
two further Life Memberships were
announced. The first – although unable
to be presented due to current Covid-19
restrictions, was to Pauline Bungard who
is currently in Australia. The second,
to Keith Ellis, was in recognition of his
tireless commitment to ‘behind the
scenes’ administration and record keeping
throughout the fishing season. It was with
a great deal of pleasure president Chris
Bungard invited Keith to accept his award.

Heaviest Tuna: Chris Henderson, Junior
Trout fishing Champion: Ben Ede, Time
and Tide Trophy: Peter Nelmes, Heaviest
fish caught by a junior: Saxon Butcher,
George Woolsey Cup: Gary Brown, Fort
Decorators heaviest Eel: Toby Mason,
S&D Builders average weight landbase:
Brooke Whitehead, S&D Builders average
weight soft bait: Shane Edmonds, Golden
Flow heaviest Snapper: Peter Nelmes,
Kane Fort Cup: Michelle Montague, Dion
O’Leary Trophy: Mia Bungard, Matamata
Sportsworld 1,000 voucher: Steve
Dench, Kerry McKinley Trophy for Most
Meritorious fish: Zara Clifton, Presidents
Cup: 2020/2021 Matamata Fishing Club
committee, Burley Bat: Phil Stevens, Hard
luck shoe: Josh Bungard, Hooton Tag and
Release: Zara Clifton.

2003 Honda Jazz 1.3l 5Dr Hatch
Low Kms, NZ New

$4,995

Great Runner!

2015 Toyota Aqua S Hybrid

Excellent Economy, Low Emission
WAS $12,995
NOW $11,995

Save $1000

2003 Toyota Ist
1 NZ Owner, Alloy Wheels
WAS $4,995
NOW $3,995

DEAL OF
THE WEEK!

2009 Nissan Navara 2WD D/C 2.5D
99,000kms, Excellent Condition

$17,995

Manual

2012 Toyota Prius S Hybrid

Excellent Fuel Economy, Spacious
WAS $13,995
NOW $12,995

5-Star Safety
Rating!

2007 Mitsubishi Outlander 24G
4WD, Reverse Camera, Paddle Shift
WAS $14,995
NOW $12,995

7 Seater

FINANCE & WARRANTIES AVAILABLE. CERTIFIED ODOMETERS.
3 ARAWA STREET, MATAMATA - 07 888 4999 • 40-60 KENRICK STREET, TE AROHA - 07 884 8174
www.summitmotors.co.nz Kellie - 021 525 259 • Aaron - 021 591 203 • Codey - 021 727 251 • Neil - 021 951 102
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Proudly supported by
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1,2,3 Count with me!
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Walton Ladies 9 Hole Golf

Members had the choice between
two events on club day this week, with
a Pairs competition at Walton and the
Paeroa 9 Hole tournament. The still snowchilled air made for a cool start to both
although competitors were firing red hot
shots for great scores. Best Combined
Gross at the Pairs competition was won
by Rachel Looijen and Michelle Carter.
Best Combined Nett was Karen Martin
and Annette Davidson. Best Combined
Stableford was Sue Rea and Jan Parry. The
Robert Harris voucher for the Longest
Putt was won by Rachel Looijen. Walton
players were all in the top prizes at
Paeroa. In Division One, Best Gross went
to Fiona Pickett, and in Stableford prizes
2nd Carolyn Osborne, 3rd Bev King,
6th Ivy Radcliffe, 8th Colleen Butler. In
Division Two Player of the Day was Sheryl
Mather, winning Best Gross and achieving
26 Stablefords. Stableford prizewinners
in Division Two 1st Joanne Williams, 4th
Pauline Ross, 6th Jo Stutt, 7th birthday girl
Leanne Wright, 11th Trish Baigent.

Matamata Women’s Golf

Arlene Joe and Gail Brook were the
top Stableford scorers last Tuesday
with Arlene winning the Scramble on a
countback. Both players had 35 points.
Pam Anderson with 34 was next and
Pam also won the putting competition
with 30 putts. She received the Robert
Harris Voucher for her good putting.
Catherine Brown 31, Leonie Tisch And
Chris Mackenzie 30 we’re also winners.
Ruth Taylor And Agnes Kim both on
30 points missed the prizelist on a
countback. Colleen Brewer received the
O Del Emz lucky draw Voucher. Thursday
Matamata hosted 96 visitors to play in
a Pairs Stableford Tournament. The

weather fined up after the first half hour
and conditions and course were excellent.
Four teams scored 70 points. Winners
on countback were from Waitomo - Peg
Purdie And Wendy Thompson. Others
on 70 Diana Mallet And Raewyn Hale
(Riverside), Dianne Richmond And Anita
Wilson (Tahuna) And Harawira Jacobs
And Sivina Kahu (Horsham Downs).
Matamata combinations to receive prizes
were Agnes Kim and Chris Mackenzie,
Gail Brook And Brenda Hull And Colleen
Brewer And Nicky Telford - well done
girls. Twos were scored by Ann Needham
And Robyn Pellow And nearest the pins on
pars 3s were #6 Ann Needham, #11 Kay
Carroll And #16 Robyn Pellow.

Matamata College Squash

The Matamata College squash team
headed off recently to the New Zealand
Secondary Schools Squash Champs in
Tauranga with a very different look from
last year’s team which finished 6th in
NZ. Seeded 21st the team of Braedyn
Henderson, Daniel Willison, Leo Cleaver,
Preston Cleaver and Stanley Allison were
going to be hard pressed to keep that
seeding but they were going to give it a
good go. Over the weekend, five matches
with two wins and three losses and every
match was won or lost 3-2 which showed
how close a number of teams were and it
depended a lot on the match ups. The final
seeding of 27th was a good result and
included a win against the 20th seeds and
reinforced how even teams were in their
bracket. The young guns, Leo, Preston
and Stanley all played opponents that
were much higher than them but showed
great determination and resilience to
learn from each of their games and show
marked improvement, with some vital
wins. Their ability to take on advice given
and use it straight away augers well for

their and the team’s future. The old hands
Braedyn and Daniel in their 4th and
final NZSSS Tournament showed their
experience and class. Daniel won four out
of his five games while Braedyn won all
five games dominantly. Both have been
outstanding team members over their
four years. At the tournament prizegiving,
they announced the NZ Secondary Schools
team with Braedyn being selected in the
Senior boys. This year the Tri Series and
Test Series against Australia won’t go
ahead due to travel restrictions.

Matamata Bridge Club

The two night Drawn Teams competition
has been finalised. Three rounds were
played on each night. After the third round
Team Bond-Ian Bond,Joan Darby Smith,Joy
Williams and Maeleen Borkin held a
narrow lead over Team Belfield-Laurie
Belfield,Beth Vosper,Dale Swap and Moya
Young. Each had 3 wins. The final night
saw team Bond hold their position in first
place with 5 wins and 74.43 points. Team
Yule-Kathy Yule,Michele Liddle,Susan
Provan and Ross McIntyre had a great
night and finished 2nd with 4 wins and a
score of 67.95 followed by Team Belfield
with 4 Wins and 67.35 points.

Matamata College 1st XV

A rousing curtain raiser preceded this
semi final showdown for the Comag 1st XV.
The curtain raiser involved the Matamata
College Under 14s & the local 13th grade
players combined into 2 teams, designed
to integrate the Intermediate lads into
the College system for next year. Based on
the skills on display, College rugby looks
in good heart for a few years to come. So
back to the semi-final: Comag Matamata
College came intent to stamp their mark
on the game. From the initial whistle
they brought an extra level of intensity.

An early lineout drive in the St Paul’s 22
saw Damian Arnold peel off the maul to
score untouched in the corner. Matamata
College gained a territorial advantage
which they never released. This was due
to excellent tactical kicking by halfback
Ryan Wallace, five-eighths Kohan Bigham
& centre Reegan Aarsen. The old adage
of a kick only being as good as it’s chase
however held strong - the chasers were
outstanding to a man. A couple of missed
opportunities out wide due to the last
pass going astray ensued. Conor Goodwin
kept the scoreboard ticking over with a
neat penalty at the 18 minute mark before
Aarsen gathered a Bigham chip kick to score
behind the posts, Goodwin conversion
duly followed. A backline switch move
saw Aarsen over the line again with
Goodwin converting. Up front the grunt
continued. The defensive line was strong
with the loose forwards consisting of the
Storey brothers, Dillon and Ben, alongside
Darcy Keenan leading the charge. Tyrin
McInnes had a great game dominating the
lineout at two and in general play around
the field. A real strength was the lineout
drives off McInnes which resulted in many
rolling mauls which St Pauls struggled
to combat. These lead to further tries to
McInnes, Arnold & substitute halfback
Ollie Fernyhough who sniped blindside
off a dominant maul. St Pauls came back
to enjoy a couple of periods hard on attack
but were denied points by aggressive goal
line defence. St Pauls toiled admirably
all day but couldn’t compete with the
intensity of Matamata. Final score 37-0 a
fair reflection of the game. Next week, the
old foe: Cambridge High Score in the final
of the WSS Division 1 Competition with
the Tricolour Trophy on the line. Same
time, same place: 21/8/21, 11am on the
George Simpkin Field, Matamata College,
all welcome!
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

RUGS
Great selected
range only $99 each.
Available
now
at
Waterson’s
Superstore,
cnr Tainui & Tamihana
Streets.
SELECT from our area
of shrubs marked at
only 1/2 price Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township
GLUTEN
FREE
Beef
sausages available now at
Meat Company, Broadway
Matamata.
HOUSE PLANTS Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
WHY DOES A chicken coop
have two doors? Because
if it had four it would be a
chicken sedan.

TREE LUCERNE packs
only
$3.95.
Attracts
native pigeon and bees
to your property. Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
FREE to give, free to take.
Used plant pots/punnets.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.

SEED Potatoes, Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.

DEATH NOTICE
DUDDING: Neville
Hamilton
Passed away peacefully at
Pohlen Hospital, Matamata,
on Monday 9 August 2021,
aged 80. Beloved husband of
Heather. Dad to Peter and
Cathy, Susan and Mark.
Grandfather
of
Brierly,
Crystal
and
Kiarnan.
Heartfelt thanks to Dr Thrupp
and all the staff at Pohlen
Hospital for their amazing
care of Neville. A service to
celebrate the life of Neville
has already been held. In lieu
of flowers donations to
Pohlen Foundation Trust
would be greatly appreciated. All communications c/the Dudding family to 6
Tamihana St, Matamata.

I HAVENT spoken to my
wife in 12 months. I dont
like to interupt her.
BIRD FEEDERS, great
selection. Kaimai Garden
Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
AVOCADO plants, Hass.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.
IF WE ARE what we eat,
I’m fast, cheap and easy.

POHLEN NEW ARRIVAL

Colostrum Milk
Storage Problems?
VATS, STIRRING UNITS
TANKS & DRUMS

ABOVE: Welcome to
the world little fella! Son
of Jason Hayward and
Jade Darrah, Rocky Blue
Hayward was born on
July 24 and weighed 8lb
13oz.

CURTAIN
CLEANING
Drapes, Roman blinds.
Removes mildew. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.
POND PLANTS plentiful.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.
MATAMATA
DISTRICTS
Book Club shares books.

We are looking for Beauty Therapists
to join our team!
Te Aroha Mineral Spas is a tourist destination renowned for its silky mineral
waters and relaxing beauty therapies set below the majestic Mount Te Aroha in
the Te Aroha Domain.
We are looking for qualified, skilled and passionate Beauty Therapists to join our team
as we expand our business and move into the newly renovated Domain House Beauty.

STORAGE short or long
term. Houselots + + +
Sunnypark Storage. Ph:
0274 753 478.

So what can we offer you? The opportunity to work in an established world class
facility, ongoing upskilling and professional development and a fantastic
team environment.

THE IMPORTANT thing to
remember is not to forget.

Domain House Beauty Lead

VENETIAN
BLINDS
Cleaning & repair. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.

This is an exciting opportunity for an experienced Beauty Therapist to join our
team in a newly created leadership role. In addition to undertaking beauty services
you will also be responsible for the day-to-day leadership of our team of Beauty
Therapists, ensuring staff are inducted, trained and upskilled.

SHOES ARE required to
eat in the cafeteria. Socks
can eat any place they
want.
KEY CUTTING Biggest
selection. Guthrie Bowron,
Matamata. 17 Arawa
Street. Ph 888 8119.

1000ltr cube milk
storage tanks with hand
stirrer.
$250 + GST

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS,
Zips/Hems and repairs.
Phone Carol on 07 888
9303 or 027 292 2189.

Phone

I’M ON A 30 day diet. So
far I’ve lost 15 days.

The hours of work are 40 hours per week worked from Tuesday to Saturday rostered
between the hours of 9:30am and 7:30pm.

Domain House Beauty Therapist
This is a newly created permanent position responsible for providing our amazing
clients with professional, high standard beauty and massage treatments.

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS

The hours of work will be a minimum of 30 hours per week rostered from
Wednesday to Sunday with the potential to pick up extra hours covering staff leave
and assisting with Spa Attendant duties at the Te Aroha Mineral Spas. Graduates will
be considered for this position.

Domain House Beauty Therapist (fixed term)

SITUATIONS VACANT

We are looking for an experienced Beauty Therapist to join our team for an eight
month maternity leave cover. The hours of work will be 35 to 40 hours per week
rostered Sunday to Thursday between 9:30am and 7:30pm.

Job opportunity
Dispensary Technician

If you like the idea of working in a brand new beauty facility and have previous
beauty therapy experience we want to hear from you!
Want to know more about the Te Aroha Mineral Spas? Visit our website
www.tearohamineralspas.co.nz. We are currently nominated in the 2021 International
Spa & Beauty Awards!

Life Pharmacy Matamata have a position available for a trainee
Dispensary Technician. Our Dispensary Technicians work alongside our
Pharmacists dispensing prescriptions, and caring for our patients.

FOR SALE

PET FOOD!
We have premium
raw pet mince
from only

5 .95

$

PUBLIC NOTICES

Milk storage 200ltr
plastic open top drums
with stainless steel lids
for calf milk or pig food.
$30 + GST

0274 988 995

SITUATIONS VACANT

per kg

Broadway, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8957

End of roll paper
Available now at
Scene office from $5

For more information or to apply for these positions visit
www.joinourteam.co.nz.

On the job training will be given, and you will complete assignments
through the Open Polytechnic, working towards completing the National
Certificate in Dispensary Technician.

Applications close midday Friday, 20 August 2021.

Customer service job opportunities!

• You will be required to have NCEA level 2 English and Maths
(or equivalent), as well as good computer skills.
• You will also need to be accurate in your work, have an eye
for detail, and understand the importance of confidentiality.
• Being a team player is essential, as you will be working
alongside a team of technicians and pharmacists

Do you have the ability to handle pressure while retaining a smile? Does providing
excellent customer service to a variety of people sound like your area of expertise? If
so then we want to hear from you!
We are looking for people who are friendly and approachable, with excellent
communication skills to join our team. You will be responsible for delivering an effective
and efficient service to the public both at the counter and through our call centre.

This is a fantastic opportunity for someone to work towards a nationally
recognised qualification, while working as part of a focussed team in
one of New Zealand’s leading pharmacies.

Customer Services Advisor (part time)
This is a part time 16 hour per week position based at our Matamata office. The hours
of work are Tuesdays and Thursdays 8am to 5pm, with extra hours when required.

If this position interests you, contact
Peter McSweeney, Life Pharmacy Matamata.
Email: pete@mcsweeney.co.nz

Our ideal applicant will be flexible, adaptable and capable of multi-tasking in a
busy environment. Previous customer service, administration and cash handling
experience is essential.
For more information or to apply for this position visit
www.joinourteam.co.nz and enter the job code 16839MTS.

MATAMATA PHARMACY

54 Arawa Street, Matamata
Phone 07 881 9022

Lalla Loeffen

Applications close midday Friday, 27 August 2021.

Customer Services and
Administration Advisor (full time)

Thoughts from the bible

Lets be positive and focus on what is good
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thinking is beneficial. Norman Vincent Peale
wrote a very worthwhile book called “The Power
of Positive Thinking.”
It is wise for us to keep all this in mind when we
are speaking, for we probably all forget to be
positive sometimes.
Parents can produce children with cheerful
attitudes if their own outlook and example dwell
on what is good and right, rather than on the
problems of life. May we all practice and value
the benefits of a hopeful, cheerful attitude to life.
Let’s be positive and focus on what is good. 

This is a full time entry level position based at our Te Aroha office, however you will
be required to work in our Matamata and Morrinsville Offices from time to time.
A positive, proactive approach to work, a willingness to learn, strong computer skills
and the ability to work in a team are important for this role.
For more information or to apply for this position visit
www.joinourteam.co.nz and enter the job code 16794MTS.
Applications close midday Friday, 27 August 2021.

M10099

One of my favourite verses in the Bible is in St
Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Ch.4 V.8. “Finally,
my friends, keep your minds on whatever is true,
pure, right, holy, friendly and proper. Don’t ever
stop thinking about what is truly worthwhile
and worthy of praise.” (CEV Bible). This is such
good advice because how we think, influences
our whole personality and our way of life. Many
people tend to speak negatively about world
affairs and life in general, but a more positive
approach is better. Negativity can affect our
physical and mental health adversely. Positive

Classifieds
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MATAMATA SELF
STORAGE

Hassle free storage – here
when you need us.
Completely accessible,
secure, pest controlled
multi sized units.
Ph 07 888 7137.

MATAMATA JU JITSU Club.
Self defence for juniors
and seniors. Ph David on
027 231 2606.

YOGA everyone welcome
w w w. m a t a m a t a y o g a .
co.nz. Ph/txt Andrea 021
262 2767.

Matamata Dramatic Society
AUDITIONS

SUNNYPARK
STORAGE

“At the Sign of the Crippled Harlequin”
by Norman Robbins

Long or short term
storage options
House lots, furniture,
document storage.

Cast of 8 - 5 women, 3 men, Age range - late 20’s to 70’s
Saturday August 21 and Sunday August 22. 2pm - 4.30pm
By appointment only
Production dates: October 30 - November 6, 2021

WORK WANTED

For information or to book audition time
contact Glenn Rowsell: growsell@xtra.co.nz
or phone 021 213 7992

Ph: 0274 753 478

]� stl
��d�
�

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

STORAGE

FREE
Sexual
abuse
counselling in Matamata,
Monday - Friday, also
general counselling with
cost negotiated at first
visit. Contact Lynn on
021 267 8682. MNZAC,
ACC Sensitive Claims
Counsellor.
MATAMATA
DISTRICTS
Book Club donates books.

VEHICLES indoor covered
vehicle storage AVAILABLE
NOW! Long term at
Sunny Park Storage Ph
0274753478.






 

  

Friday 20th August at 7.30pm

      


Phone Jane for a quote on
021 857 851
Locally owned and operated
with a smile

Percy VS Goliath

I FOR ONE like Roman
numerals.
MATAMATA
DISTRICTS
Book Club is free to join.

MONEY
CANT
BUY
happiness but it sure
makes misery easier to
bear.

Matamata Little Theatre - 5 Short Street
Tickets at: www.mds.org.nz

The Window Cleaners,
residential and commercial.
Glass and joinery cleaning.

NEED FOOD Call the
Matamata
Foodbank.
Weekdays 9am - 4pm. Ph
021 1198 497.

Matamata Christmas Choir

Friday Flicks

cleoners

MATAMATA
DISTRICTS
Book Club loves books.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Trades and Services
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ADVICE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

AUTOTRIMMERS

BUILDERS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BRICKLAYERS

BUILDERS

ARBORIST

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BUILDERS

BUILDERS

Your local qualified & friendly Arborist
Don’t climb that tree - call me!

For ALL your automotive WOF,
SERVICE and REPAIRS

BUILDERS

BUILDING SUPPLIES

BUILDERS

CARTAGE

Matamata Citizen’s Advice Bureau
is confidential, impartial and free!
41a Hetana St,
Matamata
Railside By the Green
Ph: 07 888 8176
matamata@cab.org.nz

APPLIANCES
Ltd

In home service and
repairs for all your
whiteware and home
appliances

Workshop drop off repairs available by
arrangement.
Call 07 888 4910 or text 021 302 840
Email: service@cleaverappliances.co.nz

24/7

TREE PRUNING
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

Ryan McPherson 027 740 1470
mcphersontreecare@gmail.com

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

07 888 5023 · 144 Broadway, Matamata
vehicle servicing · electrical repairs
WOF · air conditioning service
authorised Isuzu parts & service dealer

AUTO ELECTRICAL

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
NOW DOING

2
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CLEANING

DECORATORS

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

CLEANING

DECORATORS

ENGINEERING

FENCING

CLEANING

DECORATORS

ENGINEERING

FINANCE

ENTERTAINMENT

FLOORING

FARMING

FOR HIRE

    
 
 
 
  

Carpet










MATAMATA CLEANING SERVICES
Specialising in carpet cleaning and window
cleaning
Senior discounts available.
Contact your local professional
Phil Metcalfe
Ph: 027 283 0825
chrissie.phil@gmail.com

COMPUTERS

EARTH WORKS

NO FIX,
NO CHARGE!
Since 2001

• New PC’s and Laptops
• Sales and Repair
• Small or medium business IT solutions
• Onsite support – guaranteed service
• Conversions of VHS to CD/DVD
22 Arawa St, Matamata
Mon-Fri: 9am – 5pm
07 888 5930 | 021 028 89558
www.hurricanecomputers.co.nz
Nayan Ahir

• Town and country fencing
• Tree and stump removal
Free
• Post and pole augers
Quotes
• Site maintenance
• 5 Tonne tip truck

Call Raymond | 0274 956 675 | selmans@xtra.co.nz

COMPUTERS

Personalised Innovative Dairy Solutions

Ziggy: 021 394 555 | www.betamilking.co.nz

CONCRETING

ELEVATED WORK PLATFORMS

FARMING

GARAGE DOORS

ELEVATED

WORK PLATFORMS
Large range of elevated work platforms:
• Electric scissor lifts suitable for concrete floors
and inside buildings
• Diesel 4x4 scissor lifts with 500kg lift capacity
• Diesel 4x4 knuckle booms for hard to reach places

0800 2HIGHER
CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

GLASS AND JOINERY

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

GLAZING AND WINDSCREENS

KAIMAI
Nigel Johnson
027 671 2926

FENCING CONTRACTOR

FEN ING
C

Post Driving
Post & Wire
Post & Rails
Cattle Yards
Deer Fencing
Retaining Walls

Mobile: 027 671 2926
202D Tower Road, RD1, Matamata 3471
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PLASTERING

HEAT PUMPS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

SCAFFOLDING

Experience + Care = Excellence
www.kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
Contact us on 027 208 8669

HEAT PUMPS

PLUMBING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

SECOND HAND

HYDRAULIC SERVICES

PLUMBING

PROPERTY SERVICES

STORAGE

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE

PRINTING

RESPITE CARE

STUMP GRINDING

GIVE US A CALL ABOUT
YOUR HYDRAULIC HOSE
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

24/7
027 812 6632 | ma�minky@icloud.com
OSTEOPATH
KAIMAI NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE
WE ARE BACK TO BUSINESS AS USUAL
OSTEOPATH

Victoria Huggett

M.Ost, Registered Osteopath ROCNZ, ACC Provider

Alex Reina

BSC Honours Osteopathy ROCNZ, ACC Provider

Available Monday to Friday

79 Arawa St, Matamata I 07 880 9700

PAINTING

Why spend tens of thousands on a roof
replace when you can book a professional
roof respray at a fraction of the cost!

Sam 021 0866 5905
plastersam@gmail.com
www.reecepainting.co.nz
PAINTING

RESPITE CARE WAIKATO LIMITED
Residential & Commercial Painters

Offering Live-in Care, in the client's own home
- Respite breaks for the full-time care
- Post Operation Care as required

Exterior & interior painting
Plastering & Wallpapering
Dustless Sanding System
Airless spraypainting

Carer Support Subsidies can apply, but
private care provided as well.

Phone Phillip 07 888 8942
Mobile 027 6061 821

Please contact Karen Gibson on 027 547 6246

PANELBEATING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROOFING

TRUCK HIRE

PANELBEATING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

SANDBLASTING

WHEELIE BIN

See us for all your Insurance Repairs
• Panelbeating
• Plastic Welding
• Windscreens
• 24 Hour Towing
& Salvage
23 Waihou Street
07 888 7831

Petrina Crosby
The personal
touch in
Property
Management

Free Review Available

Call Now 027 479 1849
Matamata

Licensed Agent REAA 2008
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1.99% Commission + GST

Matamata Real Estate
1.99% Commission rate

J o a n n e M o r g a n AREINZ

+ GST

Two agents working for you

Director/Sales Consultant
027 475 6609
joanne@mre.nz

Stuart Brizzle

List exclusively with us in August to receive the

Sales Consultant

best commission rate in town and SAVE!

021 220 4090
stuart@mre.nz

Licensed REAA 2008

Breaking bad financial habits

W

e are all creatures of habit and that can
be a good thing, helping us to go about
our days without having to make a million little decisions.
Have you ever noticed for example that when you are in
the shower, you will usually start with the same body part
every time and work through the job on autopilot? This
is an example of a helpful habit. It can take three weeks or
more to change a habit and it will feel like hard work and
quite uncomfortable for these first few weeks. However if
you have stuck with the new behaviour you should find it
gets easier after this time, as you start to make the new
behaviour a habit and it becomes second nature for you.
Soon it will be easy and you may even feel uncomfortable
if you dont do it, like brushing your teeth before bed. This
is the same with our financial decisions, it can feel like
hard work when we start to change our spending habits,
especially if we have vowed to change them all at once.
I’d recommend choosing an easy habit to change first,
not necessarily the biggest or most problematic, but one
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MoneyMata$ 5 Tui Street, Matamata. Phone 07 888 5692
that feels achievable. It might be making a coffee at home
to take to work, instead of buying one, or staying away
from the shops on the weekend. Once you have had
success with a small change it will be easier to stick to
bigger changes.When you are ready to try a larger task,
which may be something like getting up 15 mins earlier
so you can pack a lunch for you or someone else in your
family, cooking at home instead of getting takeouts, meal
planning, recording your spending each day, staying
away from problem apps or websites, checking your
bank statements and paying bills and credit cards as
soon as they come through your letterbox, (even if you
only have the funds to pay part of it that day). There
might be other habits that are harder to break, you could
have had success in the past but have reverted to the bad
habit, these habits might be very difficult to change, but
if you want to break them, you will be able to, and there
is help out there. Sometimes these very strong habits
that are very hard to break are referred to as addictions,

and can affect the chemical balance in your brain, which
works against you. It’s important to recognise when a
habit has become an addiction by asking yourself, is this
habit affecting my finances, relationships, or health?
If it’s a yes to any of these, then you could be suffering
from an addiction, although there is a stigma related to
the word addiction, it can happen to anyone and doesn’t
reflect on your personality. Sometimes we just get stuck
in a behaviour and start to feel powerless to change it.
Addictions vary from substances like drugs and alcohol
to behaviours like shopping, gaming and gambling, even
sugar and greasy foods can be addictive.
People can even be addicted to coffee, exercise and
smartphones, although if it isn’t affecting your health
finances or relationships, it may not be a problem.
For help with this or any other financial issue contact
MoneyMata$ or pop in and see one of our friendly
Financial Mentors (07) 888 5692.
 Stephanie C, Financial Mentor.

