Keep safe this summer!
(If this is compliance... nailed it..!)

Merry Christmas Matamata!

With our very best wishes for a safe and happy
holiday season - See you in ‘22! Caron & Milly xx
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Stuff with Caron...

Y

COVID BOOSTER SHOTS
If it has been six months since your
2nd COVID vaccination shot - you can
now get your booster shot
YOU MUST PHONE THE MEDICAL
CENTRE TO BOOK YOUR BOOSTER
NO WALK-INS

FILM NAME
A BOY CALLED
CHRISTMAS (PG)
FAMILY MOVIE
BOLSHOI BALLET
NUTCRACKER !NEW!
BREAKING BREAD
(M)
DUNE (M)
ENCANTO (PG)
!!NEW!!

THUR
FRI
SAT
SUN
TUE
WED
MON
16 DEC 17 DEC 18 DEC 19 DEC 20 DEC 21 DEC 22 DEC
11.30am
11.00am

1.20pm
4.40pm

6.00pm

6.10pm

2.45pm
8.00pm

7.50pm 1.45pm

5.50pm

2.00pm
8.00pm

3.45pm

1.00pm

1.40pm 11.20am

6.25pm

3.30pm

2.50pm
5.50pm

5.50pm

1.20pm

2.00pm

FALLING FOR FIGARO 2.15pm
(M)

3.20pm

JUNIPER (M)
NO TIME TO DIE (M)

es, so, here we are at the
end of another year and
what an awesome one it’s been! Speaking
of which, I actually couldn’t resist taking
the funny side of the very few dumb bits
while making today’s front page though
- and, although I sincerely hope this
isn’t a premonition of what’s to come, I
doubt anything would surprise me now –
especially when I’m tired and don’t absorb
information particularly well…
Having said that, in babbling on most
weeks through this column, it never
ceases to amaze me how many people
comment on some of the rambles I seem
to be famous for (and I don’t know that
that’s always a good thing!). Over nearly
17 years, you’ve read about everything
from my kids to my garden, my highs
and lows and basically anything else that
springs to mind – and of course everything
ends with a “see you round like a…”. There
are, believe it not, times when the paper
comes back from the printer, and even
I wonder what on earth I was thinking –
so if you are one of those that get a giggle
and enjoy my blurb – thank you, and if
you don’t… well I guess apologising would
seem kind of pointless – you’ve probably
already moved on! Whichever way it goes
though, this is the last one for the year I
promise, so you’ll have a whole month
ahead for therapy!
So anyway, let’s talk about this year. Way
back in January I made the decision to do
all our own graphic design after having
contracted it out for the last 15 years and,
as a result, let’s just say 2021 has been a
giant learning curve – it’s certainly not
as easy as Keith and Elaine made it look!
But, with my lovely Milly squilly designing
the advertising, me laying up the pages
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and between us, cracking on with the
classifieds, I reckon we’re doing alright!
I will admit though, that with the extra
workload, you may have noticed that on
a Monday afternoon after the files are
sent to the printer, we are generally out
of here like a bald man. Other than being
all ‘thunk out’, there’s very little that can
be done given it’s too late to add anything
to that week’s paper, and too soon to rip
into the next. It’s got to the stage where
Milly and I both look forward to that one
afternoon where there is absolutely no
pressure, so I’m picking it’s likely to be
permanent – we do return messages and
emails though I promise!
Anyway, with the end of another year
only a couple of weeks away, (and getting
a bit nostalgic), I can’t help thinking how
wickedly proud I am to be a part of this
community, and to have the opportunity
to write about all the super cool things
that happen here. The people that
celebrate achievements, both personal
and professional, the local business
community that so fiercely supports each
other, and the huge army of people that roll
up their sleeves to help where they can all
contribute to making our district a really
great place to be. I couldn’t imagine being
anywhere else and I hope it’s the same for
you – kind of reminds me of Cheers, where
everyone knows your name!
Well, if you’re still with me, I just need to
make a couple of little acknowledgements

before you start snoring or
dribbling into your coffee (I’ll be
quick, be assured there’s limited space).
The first is my little band of delivery guys
and gals. Whatever the weather, every
Monday night when the bundles of papers
are delivered to their door, they get on with
the job and… well so far anyway, never let
me see the eye rolls or the hurumphing as
they head out in the hot, the cold, the wind
or the rain! I appreciate every one of them
and am very fortunate to have a group
of people so committed to getting Scene
to your mailbox – if you happen to see
them out and about this week, it would be
lovely to offer a little wave or a great big
thank you!
After them of course, the most important
thanks goes to you, our readers. Without
your interest and appreciation of a truly
positive and completely ‘local focussed’
paper, our businesses wouldn’t choose
Scene as a platform to reach you. This
obviously, would negate the ability to
produce this priceless publication, so
thank you! Your feedback, encouragement
and support means the world to me and
from myself and Milly, I hope you continue
to enjoy what we produce. Anyway, I
guess for now, that really is about me so
whatever you’re up to this Christmas and
New Year, appreciate what you have and
those you love. For the final time in 2021,
be good, be kind and be careful and I’ll see
you round like a button. 

A minute with Milly...

W

ell, that year zoomed by.
Is it just me, or as we get
older the days seem to get shorter? It has
been another strange ole year and I won’t
be mentioning the C word or the V word
as I am sure you have all heard enough
about that!
This year for me at Scene has been a bit
or whirlwind. As you know, our Michelle
took the plunge into Real Estate earlier
this year and as I suspected, is crushing
it alongside her business partner Corina
Collins. We also took on doing our own
graphic design work which has been loads
of new learning and heaps of fun! I have
always loved being a bit creative so have
really enjoyed sinking my teeth into new
programs and coming up with different
ideas for each of our businesses.
I know I have said this before, but I
love my job. It is so much fun catching up
with all our local businesses and being
on hand to help out with advertising if
they need it. I really do appreciate all the
support we get, we couldn’t do what we
do without them, so to each and every one
of you…thank you! I have been running
around like a bit of a headless chook on
the home front too. Hubby and I decided

that we would renovate our bathroom,
as we could no longer look at the peach
vanity and ceiling, and the blue tiles that
“complimented” them - well I think you get
the picture. What I enjoyed the most about
the reno (and no, it was not the outside
showering in a tent for two weeks!) was
that I could get EVERYTHING I needed
here in Matamata! There are still a few
finishing touches to do, but we are inside
showering now (phew) and it’s looking
great. My BEST big news this year, is we
became grandparents! Our eldest son and
his partner had sweet little Bella in August
and yes, she is just delicious! (not biased
at all!) I have tried really hard not to go too
crazy this Christmas on goodies for her,
but when you see things, she “needs” well,
what’s a nana to do I ask?
Well, that’s probably enough dribble
from me…I’m heading off to Tapu to our
caravan with Ted the boat in tow and plan
on catching fish, spend time with family
and friends and of course, sink a few
Waikato’s to keep hydrated! Have a great
Christmas and New Year what ever you
are doing, and I look forward to doing it
all again next year! (minus the C and the
V! ) 

We're on the
th
t e move!

FROM 20 DECEMBER,
YOU'LL FIND US AT OUR NEW PREMISES:

2 ARAWA STREET, MATAMATA

12.10pm
11.30am
5.00pm

PLEASE NOTE: OUR CINEMA LISTINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CHECK WEBSITE FOR UP TO DATE LISTINGS

PLEASE REMEMBER BRING YOUR VACCINE PASS OR PROOF OF VACCINATION
CLOSED 23 - 26 DECEMBER | FOR LISTINGS FROM 27 DEC TO 26 JAN VISIT:

www.tivolicinema.co.nz

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas
NC - no complementarys
Tickets: Adults $18.00 Seniors & Students $14.50 (F) = Final Screening
Cheap Tuesday: Adults $15.00 Senior & Students $12.00 before 5pm

www.tivolicinema.co.nz | Bookings 07 823 5064 | 32 Lake Street, Cambridge
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[ p ] 07 888 8002
[ e ] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

PO Box 51, Matamata
| cooperaitken.co.nz

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Vercoe’s giving the gifts

Y

ou will have read last week about the fantastic achievement
of Vercoe Insurance Brokers who celebrated their 50th
year in business recently. Although initial plans included a
golden anniversary party with clients, underwriters, staff and
guests – Covid restrictions soon put paid to that! Instead, the
team decided, it was a great opportunity to give back and show
added support to community groups within the Matamata Piako
district.
“We were absolutely thrilled to have around 80 different
groups nominated for a share of the $5,000 pool” says Matamata
officer manager Lisa Hawke. “There were so many worthwhile
organisations and although they all deserved a hand up, we had
to narrow it down to five recipients who would each receive
$1,000.” With three recipients congratulated in Morrinsville, Lisa
was absolutely delighted to advise two Matamata organisations
they had been selected.

“Our first was Starfish Social Services” said Lisa, “who are a
fantastic organisation committed to the welfare of local youth
and their families. They run such a huge range of programmes
and facilitate individual assistance with everything from mental
health to educational opportunities.”
Thrilled to accept the donation, Rewiti Vaimoso, Mandy Crean
and Jo McIntosh said the contribution will help tremendously
with their efforts to fill the gaps for those ‘left behind by the
system’. “We have never been so pleased to hear of a party
cancellation” laughed Rewiti! “Vercoe Insurance Brokers have
been an incredible company to deal with and to be considered,
let alone successful, for this kind gesture is hugely appreciated.”
The second local organisation, Hinuera Playcentre, were
equally thrilled and will use their windfall to replace the slide
that no longer meets health and safety regulations.
 Caron Stewart.

The Milestone team wish
you all a very Merry Christmas
and healthy New Year
Our show home will close on the
22nd December and re-open on
Monday, 10th January 2022

Talk to us about a
quality home built by
our local team
Sales enquiries:

Abby Payze
New Home Consultant
ABOVE: Pictured with Vercoe Insurance Brokers Matamata office manager, Lisa Hawke, are from left, Rewiti Vaimoso, Mandy Crean
and Jo McIntosh representing Starfish Social Services, Matamata.

0275 125 701

www.milestonehomes.co.nz

Some
Sometimes
change is a good thing!
Merry Christmas Matamata,
and thanks for your continued
support! If 2022 is the year
you want to add some colour
to your life, talk to us...

Celebrating Life - Your Way
Phone 07 888 8632
6 Tamihana Street, Matamata | office@watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

Night of Remembrance

Hayley Taylor 021 429 590 | Gareth Davies 021 429 593
Painting | Wallpapering | Airless Spraying | Interior & Exterior
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The team
at
Vercoes

H
S T
Matamata
P (07) 888 5550
E matamata@vercoes.co.nz
67 Broadway
Matamata
www.vercoes.co.nz

Rosa Chapel - Tamihana Street | Tuesday 21st December
Chapel opens 5.30pm | Service by Fay Waterson starts 6pm
Complementary light refreshments after service
Join us for an evening of reflection, fellowship and
remembrance for those who have passed. Place a
message on our tree of remembrance or light a
candle for those we so dearly miss.
Unable to attend?
We will be live streaming the service and
the link can be accessed via our website:
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

“In life, we loved you dearly, in death we love you still.
In our hearts you hold a place, no one else will ever fill”
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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Keep safe
& have a

Merry Christmas!
07 888 6645 | 63 Arawa Street, Matamata
www.matamata.harveys.co.nz

Licenced under REAA 2008. Action Realty Ltd MREINZ

Christmas message from Mayor Ash
A

s we get closer to Christmas and a good Kiwi
summer, taking some time to rest and catch
up with family and friends will be important for
all of us. Whether you’re heading to beach or
keeping it local, I hope it’s a time of relaxation
and rejuvenation while doing the things that
make you tick.
COVID threw us some curve balls this year and
for those who are feeling tired and a bit over it
all, I hear you. It’s been tough and although we’re
a resilient bunch, make sure some sort of break
is on the cards - whatever that looks like for you.
Our businesses have had it rough this year and the
vaccine passes have added a whole new layer
to how they are required to operate. I
know there are strong views either
way about the new rules and
many are finding it stressful – it’s
important people don’t take out
their frustrations on Matamata’s
hardworking staff and business
owners – we’re bigger and
better than that.
On that note, we expect to
see the town pumping even
more when the borders
open on 15 December and



   
     
   


Aucklanders hit the roads to head to their summer hot spots. Matamata’s always known
how to be a great host – no doubt the road trippers will come hungry and thirsty and
ready to enjoy our friendly hospitality. Our retailers have told me they’re stocked and
ready to roll, so when you’re out buying your Christmas presents, clothes and bits and
pieces for summer, make sure you check out your local’s first – a thriving town centre
is good for all of us.
If you’re hitting the road yourselves, remember to take it easy so we all get to where
we need to be safely. Drive to the conditions, keep a good head and flick a wave instead
of the bird when someone’s driving isn’t as good as yours – all the stuff that may be hard
to do, but is good to do - we all need a bit of Christmas cheer at this time of the year.
Matamata’s had a few projects this year with Headon back in action after a bit of a
spruce up, the Hetana Street one way trial that received mixed reviews and Swim Zone
Matamata becoming roofless just like the old days. Firth Tower has had a spring-clean
and gardens planted and the Hauraki Rail Trail will be getting busy again. We have a
great town, with lots for locals and visitors to do, it should be a great summer.
In the spirit of Christmas, I hope we’ll each have an opportunity to stop to rest and
reflect and pay attention to what is most important in life. These holidays you’ll find
me spending time with the family, fishing and enjoying a couple of beers. I hope you
have some good plans up your sleeve too. On behalf of my Councillor colleagues, I wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year.  Mayor Ash.

Letter to the Editor

T

he Matamata Historical Society would like to thank the community for
another successful Book Fair. We also would like to extend our thanks
to the Scene office and staff for allowing the books to be dropped off to their office. Book
collections will resume in February.  Belinda Rowson.

 
   


      
    
     
     
  
 
  
 

The Furniture Paint & Craft Shoppe
10 Arawa Street, Matamata
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Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

F

Back in time for Santa!

or Gary, Joy and Bret Wiliams, there really didn’t seem to
be much difference between the words ‘Locked down’
and ‘Locked up’ over recent months! Sure, Auckland may have
surpassed the 100 days, but as owners of one of our favourite
local retail stores, 73 days was about 71 too long!
“Just over three months ago, we basically had our head in our
hands wondering how on earth we would get through” says Joy.
“The damage and devastation that resulted from the September
ram raid through our store was absolutely devastating. Like
many small businesses around the region, pandemic closures and
restrictions were already impacting on how we would navigate
the future, but this on top… honestly, it almost broke us!”
Thankfully after a good night’s sleep and time to process
what had happened, the three made their way to the store
ready to assess the damage and formulate a recovery plan. As
it happened, within hours of their arrival, community support,
encouragement and kindness came flooding in. Some brought
coffee - others baking, and many even asked if they could do
anything to help” says Gary. “We were absolutely blown away
with everyone’s generosity and it really was this that saw us give
each other a high five, get the old clothes out and basically, turn
our frown upside down with a “we’ve got this” attitude! It was
our amazing community that had literally picked us up and put
us back in the right headspace.”
With Jason Hunt, owner/operator of Nailed It Carpentry, and
Lyndon Johns, owner and operator of King’s Glass & Glazing
immediately on the job, the Williams team breathed a huge sigh
of relief. “Jason, as our project manager, lifted such a weight off
our shoulders” says Bret. “All our amazing tradies and subbies
were sorted, they made themselves available and, wherever
possible, worked around the challenges and delays imposed by
Auckland remaining in lockdown as far as building materials and
supplies were concerned. Gary, Joy and I cleaned, sanded, primed
and painted – then painted some more” he laughs! “And, in
between, we took care of as much customer service and repair as
we could given we were operating from an extremely challenging
environment!”
With the rebuild and refurbishment now complete, Gary,

Joy and Bret are absolutely delighted to finally welcome their
customers back! “Our suppliers have bent over backwards and
turned every stone so to speak” says Joy. “They have ensured we
are well stocked and ready to help our community to the best
of our ability. Yes, it’s been a trying time but, in so many ways,
we feel incredibly fortunate to live in the community we do. It’s
difficult to think of enough words to describe the overwhelming
love, care and compassion experienced throughout this ordeal,
and thanks just doesn’t seem enough. We are just so grateful and
can’t wait to see everyone in person – even if it’s just to check out
our lovely new store and say hi!  Caron Stewart.

WELCOME
BACK!

Our fully refurbished and re-stocked
store is back open and we are
keeping the doors open a little longer
for your convenience.

Late Night
Wednesday 22nd December
open till 7pm
Extended Hours
Saturday 18th December 9am - 2pm
Sunday 19th December 10am - 2pm
CLOSED STAT DAYS ONLY!

Wishing all our
wonderful community a
very Merry Christmas and
happy new year

WILLIAMS
JEWELLERY

77 Broadway Matamata
07 888 8879

If you want a cracker Christmas..
Polly will get you sorted!

Check out our ideas tree!

sportswear active wear
clothing shoes swimwear golf
gear racquets darts
accessories pool cues tramping
and hunting boots cricket gear
ﬁshing gear soft baits lures
and rigging knives mask,
snorkel and ﬁn sets boogie
boards sleeping bags camping
gear ﬁrearms and so much
more...
Your ﬁshing and sports equipment speacialists
40 Broadway, Matamata | Ph 07 888 8515
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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in
KevTappin

Kevin Tappin Real Estate
A home changes everything

Residential Sales/ Lifestyle Consultant

A Home Changes Everything.

M 027 271 9007
kevin.tappin@harcourts.co.nz
www.kdre.co.nz
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Helping to curb community hunger

I

n September 2011 when Matamata Union Parish kindly offered use of their land for
the establishment of a community garden, the late John Mott was over the moon.
He had always had the dream of creating a place that would offer access to fruit and
vegetables for all local residents, particularly with the rising cost of fresh food. The idea
also, was to help keep people active and motivated if they had an interest in gardening,
tidying or maintaining the planter boxes.
Since John passed away, the area has continued to be looked after by volunteers over
the last decade and, at a height easily accessed by wheelchairs or mobility scooters, is

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

regularly replanted with seasonal vegetables, watered and weeded. A small produce
pantry at the front entrance of the Union Parish was added a few years ago, and is
available to anyone who chooses to contribute excess food items – or take from it what
they need.
Both the garden and the pantry are for the community’s benefit so, if you have the
need, you are welcome to help yourself free of charge. The only expectation is that
everyone remains respectful of the facilities and tidies the area once they’re done.
 Caron Stewart.

Merry Christmas Matamata

Leo, Brigitte, Gina, Karen and Rachel would like to thank the
community for all their loyal support during 2021.
We wish you and your families a safe and happy Christmas
and a wonderful new year!

     
          
       



   

 
       

Unit 1, 19 Rawhiti Ave ( The Base) Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9493
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12noon

www.flooringdesign.co.nz
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We will be closed from:
2pm Thursday 23rd December
Re-open Monday 10th January 2021

Guthrie Bowron Matamata |17 Arawa Street, Matamata
E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz | Ph: 07 888 8119
7.30am - 5pm Monday - Friday | 9am - 12pm Saturday

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

N

Community dinners going
strong three years on

o one knows better
generous support. “We
than Jackie Diprose that
regularly get donations of
everyone’s day looks different
excess fruit or vegetables”
and sometimes, often when
she says, “and as well
you least expect it, you have no
as kindness from our
choice but to accept help from
supermarkets and food
others. One day, while cooking
retailers, some of our local
at home with her children,
farmers have donated
Jackie had a brainwave that
a beast or various cuts
not only had the potential
of meat. We literally use
to help others, but was also
everything and all our
something that would direct
meals we like to think, are
her passion for cooking and
filling, tasty and nutritious.
feeding people somewhere
ABOVE: Locals caring for locals is the ethos for the Community Then, anything we have
Dinners. Pictured are just some of the Matamata Community Dinners left over is either popped
really worthwhile.
“You don’t have to go far for it team committed to ensuring tasty, nutritional meals are filling families in the freezer or delivered
to become apparent that more every Sunday night!
to the Community fridge
and more people are struggling financially” says Jackie, “and right at Railside by the Green.” With absolutely no cost to attend, the
on our own doorstep, there are people going without food. As dinners are available for pickup from 5pm every Sunday evening
a member of the Baptist Church, our willingness to help people at the Baptist Church on Tower Road. “We love the fact that we
was a starting point and although there is no religious agenda have built up a nice bunch of regulars” laughs Jackie, “it shows
associated, the idea of Matamata Community Dinners was born.” our collective cooking skills can’t be too bad! “We all have a lot
For the first year of operation, dinners were hosted inside of fun but it is important to remember that, because you don’t
the Matamata Baptist Church hall but with Covid making have to register, the community dinners are on a first in, first
such a significant impact on our community in 2020, that was served basis. We haven’t run out of dinner yet but that last thing
changed to a drive through service. “This has been extremely we want to do is turn anyone away so make sure you’re not late!”
successful” says Jackie, “and we have continued operating like
If you would like to donate or contribute, you are very welcome
this since March of last year. It’s meant that, even with the 2021 to do so. Bank details are: Matamata Baptist Church Community
Delta variant infecting New Zealand, no extra precautions were Dinners, 03 0363 0323802 03. The code is 1160 and if you could
required as we are completely contactless – and the flow of use your name as a reference, receipts can be collected at the
community members picking up dinner ‘to-go’ has been very church office. Donations don’t have to be financial - if you have
well received.”
a bumper crop of fruit or vegetables, or some meat going for
With popularity of the Sunday dinners averaging around 150 example, you are welcome to drop them off at the Baptist Church
meals per night, Jackie and her team of volunteers have been office Monday to Friday from 9am to 1pm.
absolutely astounded at the positive feedback and continued
 Caron Stewart.

  
  
  

 
 
 

 
   
   
    
  


      

merry christmas matamata
The director’s of Noble & Lee would like to
thank you for your custom during the last year.
We look forward to working with you again in the
coming year, and wish you and your family a merry
holiday season.
We will close for Christmas at 12noon, December
24 and reopen at 8.30am, Monday January 10,
2022.

51 Arawa Street, Matamata
p: 07 888 7033
e: reception@noble-lee.co.nz
w: www.noble-lee.co.nz

LATE NIGHTS WEDNESDAY 15th AND 22nd

ONLY CLOSED CHRISTMAS
DAY & NEW YEARS DAY
Merry Christmas Matamata! We look forward to
seeing you over the festive season
KAIMAI GARDEN CENTRE

SH 27 on the Northern Boundary of Matamata Township
Open 7 Days 9am - 5.15pm
Toilets and easy parking – even for buses!

KFC

Z

WE ARE HERE

PUTARURU

AUCKLAND

McD
MATAMATA TOWNSHIP
TAURANGA

Thank you to our loyal customers, we
wish you a safe and happy Christmas x
See it here, buy it here, keep us here...
...to keep Matamata in style.
55 Arawa Street, Matamata | shedbotique.co.nz
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

R

Spare a thought, a can or a gift for those
going through tough times

aewyn, the Coordinator
of Matamata Food Bank is
always extremely appreciative
of donations but never more so,
than leading up to Christmas.
Many local families are simply
not in a position to afford
festivity – particularly when it
comes to luxury food items or
gifts for their children.
“Requiring
assistance
from
Matamata
Foodbank
is absolutely nothing to be
ashamed of” says Raewyn.
“Redundancies, unexpected or
emergency expenses – all kinds
of things can put huge strain
on finances in any household”
she says. “We are extremely
fortunate to live in a community
where people genuinely care
for one another and continue to
donate to worthy initiatives such
as the Foodbank.”
Currently Raewyn is organising
gifts and packing boxed parcels
for
families
experiencing
hardship and would be extremely
grateful for donations of food
essentials, canned goods and if
you can spare it, festive goodies.
“It’s so rewarding to be able to
pop a few special things in at this
time of year” says Raewyn.
“You wouldn’t believe how

ABOVE: At the final event hosted by the Matamata Women in Business network, guests were encouraged to
bring along an item suitable for donation to the Matamata Foodbank. Raewyn, the coordinator was absolutely
thrilled – particularly given she has 89 families to pack Christmas boxes for this year. Included in that number
are 169 local children. Pictured presenting Raewyn with the wonderful bounty are from left, Caren McDonald,
Judith Challis, Lynnette Foster, Briar Earl, Darlene Thomas and Jan Chinn.

much it means to a family
who
couldn’t
otherwise
afford these things. We are
also accepting the donation
of gifts, ideally wrapped
with a suggested age and
gender card attached. These
can be whatever you think
appropriate for example, you
may like to purchase a gift for
a woman who after looking
after her family all year, would
love nothing more than a
relaxing bubble bath and box
of chocolates” she says. “Men’s
toiletries are always a lovely
idea or perhaps, a gift the
whole family can enjoy such
as a board game, swing ball or
cricket set.”
Raewyn, having coordinated
Foodbank parcels for many
years says the look on a
parent or caregivers face
when she arrives is all the
thanks she ever needs. “I have
had tears, hugs and so much
appreciation” she says, “and
that big smile says so much!”
Donations (food and/or
gifts) can be delivered to
MoneyMata$ on Tui Street
or the CAB at Railside by the
Green.
 Caron Stewart.

WE COULD TELL YOU...

...that we have ALL your
Christmas goodies and, that
we have all your BBQ meat
requirements and, all your
slow smoker cooker meats...
Owen

Pania

Pete

...BUT WE WON’T!

We just want you all to have a GREAT CHRISTMAS amid all this
b*%&$*T! and, thank our many customers for helping
us survive by continuing to supply you with

QUALITY MEATS AT GREAT PRICES!
ER STUCK FOR A Why not grab a voucher?
PREZZIE IDEA? Any value to suit your budget!

UCH
O
V
IFT

G

Broadway, Matamata | Phone 07 888 8957
8

SCENE 14 December, 2021

Proudly Locally owned & operated

WE
WE
WISH.
KEEP.

you a very Merry Christmas.

Council offices and facilities - Christmas hours
Rubbish & recycling stations
Matamata, Morrinsville and
Te Aroha transfer stations
are closed on Christmas Day,
Boxing Day and January 1-2
Te Aroha, Matamata and Morrinsville area offices
24 December: 8am-12pm
25 December - 9 January: Closed
10 January normal hours resume
Te Aroha Mineral Spas
24 December: 10am-6pm
25 December: Closed
26 December: 11am-10pm
27-30 December: 10am-9pm
31 December: 10am-6pm
1 January: 11am-10pm
2 January: 10am-10pm
3 January normal hours resume
Domain House Beauty
24 December: 10am - 5pm
25 - 28 December: Closed
29 December: 10am - 5pm
30 December: 10am - 7pm
31 December: 10am - 5pm
1 - 4 January: Closed
5 January normal hours resume

Kaimai Valley Services
24 December: 7.30am - 12pm.
25 December to 9 January: Closed
10 January resume normal hours
Libraries
24 December: 9am-12pm
25-28 December: Closed
29-31 December: 9am-1.30pm
1-4 January: Closed
5-7 January: 9.30am-5pm
8-9 January: Closed
10 January normal hours resume
Te Aroha i-SITE Visitor
Information Centre
24 December: 9.30am-12pm
25 December: Closed
Firth Tower
20 December: 9am - 3pm
21-22 December: Closed
23 - 24 December: 9am - 3pm
25-26 December: Closed
27 December: 9am - 3pm
28-29 December: Closed
30 - 31 December: 9am - 3pm
1-2 January: Closed
3 January normal hours resume

Kerbside Holiday Collections
No change to Christmas and New Year
rubbish & recycling collections this year
Matamata

Walton, Tamihana, Waharoa and Matamata

Vaccine Pass requirements
We are currently following the government guidelines for events and public facilities at Orange. At present, our offices and
facilities (except Domain House Beauty and some events) can be accessed without a My Vaccine Pass. Council has also
decided a My Vaccine Pass is required for all those physically attending Council or Committee meetings at Orange (or Red).

Rubbish &
Recycling
Christmas
Friday 24 Dec

Rubbish only
New Year
Friday 31 Dec

Rubbish &
Recycling
After New Year
Friday 7 Jan

As you may be aware, some Councils are extending the My Vaccine Pass requirements to Council offices and other facilities
(pools, libraries, etc). We have not yet made a decision on whether to require the My Vaccine Pass at any other facilities and
are currently seeking staff feedback and working through a risk assessment process for all of our positions. We will make a
decision on Thursday (meeting details below) and let the community know if there are any changes to our response.
In the meantime, please remember to be gracious and respectful to our staff as we navigate the new traffic light system. The
impact of COVID-19 affects us all in different ways and it’s important we stay kind and patient with each other.
Remember to wear a face covering and scan in using your COVID-19 Tracer App (or use your COVID-19 Tracer booklet or sign in)
as per usual when visiting our offices and facilities at Orange. For more info about the My Vaccine Pass, visit covid19.govt.nz

Notice of extraordinary Council meeting
The following extraordinary Council meeting has been scheduled for 1pm, Thursday 16 December. It will be held online via
Microsoft Teams and live-streamed on Youtube. A live-streaming link will be available at mpdc.govt.nz
This notice is made in accordance with Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.

Car seat safety tips
Planning a family road trip? Remember to check the car seats
before you hit the road this summer and check your child
restraint is set up properly for your child. Is the harness in
the correct position and is the headrest in the correct place?
Take regular breaks, especially if you’re travelling with young
children and ensure loose items in the vehicle are kept to a
minimum as these can become projectiles in a crash. Safe travels!

0800 746 467 mpdc.govt.nz
Get this straight to your
your inbox
inbox mpdc.nz/sign-up
mpdc.nz/sign-up
CIF10December.indd 2

10/12/2021
17:48:069
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Christmas

Thank you!
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Scene
... in your community

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

W

Lighting up the festive season

ith 21 registered homes in the 2021
Bayleys Christmas Lights Tour, it
would have been an impossible choice to
select winners! It was decided that instead
of awarding first, second and third place
prizes, all participants addresses would go
into the hat with three lucky drawn winners.
Sponsored by Bayleys, Matamata Mitre 10
and Scene, each of the three get a Mitre 10
voucher to the value of $100. Everyone who
registered was also given an added discount
on all Christmas lights purchased at Mitre 10
- thanks Lynette! The drawn
winners were as pictured.
The top photograph is John
Coop’s home on Stanley
Street, the middle is Sam
Brill’s on Matipo Street
and below is Ash and Rach
Wightman who live on
O’Sullivan Drive. As well as
the registered homes on the
map on the adjacent page,
there are many more to see.
Enjoy the trip! 

We would like to wish
everyone a very
Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

I’m dragging her out for
some much needed R&R!
Office will be closed from
12pm Dec 22nd - Jan 10th
We will be checking messages daily.

Liz can be contacted on:

027 208 8669

Make Christmas Magic

CHRISTMAS
TRADING HOURS
Monday - Friday
20th - 24th December
Christmas Day

Closed

Boxing Day

9.00am - 4.00pm

Monday - Friday
27th - 31st December

8.30am - 5.30pm

New Years Day

7 Waharoa Road
East, Matamata

7.30am - 5.30pm

Closed

Sunday 2nd January

9.00am - 4.00pm

Monday - Friday
3rd - 7th January

8.30am - 5.30pm

Saturday 8th January

8.30am - 4.00pm

Sunday 9th January

9.00am - 4.00pm

Find us on

Phone 07 888 6362
mitre10.co.nz

MATAMATA
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...
The Beating Heart
of Matamata

Come join us for two
great nights!
CHRISTMAS EVE

COOPER’S RUN LIVE
8pm till late
$5 members | $10 non members
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

NEW YEARS EVE

K2R LIVE
8pm till late
$5 members | $10 non members
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Light supper and loads of
fun on both nights!

T

When locals support locals,
everybody wins!

o continue the worthwhile work they do around the
community, Matamata Rotary are always keen for a
good fundraiser! This year however, knowing that many local
businesses have had a challenging couple of years with pandemic
restrictions and continued uncertainly, Rotarian Sheryl Ertel
came up with a pretty fantastic idea that has threefold benefits.
“As a small business owner with my husband Dale, we are
very aware of just how often businesses are asked to sponsor or
contribute to various community events” says Sheryl. “Recent
times have meant that many are not in a position to be as generous
as they would like, so I came up with an idea that I thought would
raise money for Rotary, but also give back to our locals retailers.”
Approaching as many businesses as she could in the CBD,
Sheryl pitched the idea of Rotary purchasing vouchers for a
giant Christmas raffle. She was absolutely delighted to be able
to support many of the personally owned and operated stores
and, in return, many ‘upsized’ her purchase with additional value
added to the vouchers purchased. “There were also a few who

wouldn’t take my money” laughs Sheryl, “which really reiterates
that incredible community spirit Matamata is famous for.” Having
been drawn last week, the winners were absolutely delighted
and without exception, couldn’t wait to go back to the businesses
and get some retail therapy in leading up to Christmas!
In presenting the prizes, Sheryl along with Matamata Rotary
president, Robert Stuart, thanked the following businesses for
their incredible support: Gifted, Health 2000, Wild Rose Interiors,
Matamata Sportsworld, Forget-me-not Florist, Jane’s Fashion and
Accessories, Pippins, Redoubt Bar & Eatery, PaperPlus, Toyworld,
Life Pharmacy, Guthrie Bowron, Merchant of Matamata, ador
Skin, Beauty, Health, Repco, Gloss Beauty Boutique, New World
Matamata, Kaimai Garden Centre, Challenge, Matamata Mitre 10,
The Boltholder, Workman’s Café, Matamata Veterinary Services,
Osteria da Gino, Waterson’s Furniture & Carpet Court, Infused
with Nature, Matamata Visioncare, The Meat Co and Tainui Press
Design & Print.
 Caron Stewart.

Members, affiliates and prospective members welcome

VACCINATION PASSPORT REQUIRED ON ENTRY

07 888 7190
5 Ngaio St, Matamata

Pictured from left are Margaret Troughton – 3rd prize with $600 worth of local business shopping vouchers, Lance Gambling – 5th with
$300, Rotary president, Robert Stuart, Barry Dickey – 4th with $400, John Fernyhough – 1st with $1000, and Matamata Rotarian Sheryl
Ertel. Absent was Luke Smith who won 2nd prize, and $700 worth of local business vouchers.

Merry Christmas
Being locally owned and operated, we are
proud to have provided you with great
service and great meat during 2021.
We wish all our valued customers and
community a happy and safe Christmas
and New Year!
Graham, Deb and Jordan

151 Firth Street | Matamata | Phone 07 888 4220

We will be available over
the festive season to
make sure you can keep
four wheels rolling!

ACTION AVAILABLE THROUGH HOLIDAY SEASON!
Providing breakdown/lockout service and MOBILE EFTPOS

Thank you for all your support!
We wish you all safe motoring during the holiday season
Unit 1-17 Rockford Street, Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9609

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
12 SCENE 14 December, 2021

Wishing our community a Merry Christmas!

S

Here's to a happy,
safe Christmas
and holiday break!

Looking forward to a new
year of leadership

hortly after it was
announced
Neocris
Moncada had been awarded
the position of Head Girl
for 2022, she was already
thinking about what she
could do for others. “I’m
very, very happy” she said.
“Now I’m in a position to
really contribute back to a
school that has given me
so much over the past four
years and I can’t wait!”
For Head Boy, Rique
Campus, it’s a similar
story. “It’s a surreal feeling
knowing that I am going to
be able to work with this
ABOVE: Pictured from left are deputy Head Girl Ashlyn Good, Head Girl Neocris Moncada, Head Boy
amazing group of seniors
Rique
Campus and deputy Head Boy, Leo Cleaver.
and the student body to
make a positive impact on
I was just a little nervous year 9 being students, teachers and staff. Matamata
the 2022 school year” he says. “If, even in welcomed into the school by the head College is an inclusive and progressive
a small way, I can inspire those yet to be students of the time, thinking gosh – it’s school and whatever we can think of to
here in the way those before us inspired going to be forever before I’m there – yet make it even better will be where we start
me, then I’ll really feel I have achieved here we are! It all goes so fast, it’s crazy!”
our list!”
something.”
For Leo too, being selected to represent
Although the beginning of the 2022
Working alongside Neocris and Rique, the school with three “really awesome” school year will see the newly appointed
deputy Heads Ashlyn Good and Leo Cleaver co-leaders is an absolute highlight of his head students hit the ground running by
are also incredibly proud to have been final year at Matamata College – and it welcoming the year 9’s at the annual first
selected and are really looking forward to hasn’t even started! “I’m a bit lost for day powhiri, followed by their year 13
all the wonderful opportunities, personal words actually” he laughs! “This is such camp, Neocris, Rique, Ashlyn and Leo have
challenges and leadership roles ahead in a great opportunity and alongside these got six weeks of holidays to get their head
the next 12 months. “For me” says Ashlyn, guys, I know we’re going to have a great around their new roles and think about
“it’s about being a really positive influence year. I’m excited to do all I can to build on what they’d like to achieve.
on people – all people! I remember when relationships throughout the levels with
 Caron Stewart.

Thanks for supporting us during 2021,
we look forward to straightening
things out again in 2022
We are closed from
Thursday 23rd December and re-open
Thursday 6th January

X
WE
ARE
HERE

WAIOMOU ST

TO TAURANGA

GARLAND ST

ROCKFORD ST
WAIHOU ST

GULL

TO HAMILTON

TO HOT SPRINGS

TO TOWN CENTRE

Phone 07 888 6508
Mobile 021 838 421
6 Waiomou Street,
Matamata

He might be
e resting up before the big day...
but we’re op
pen till Christmas Eve!

We
e have a great range of prezzie ideas
an
nd even last-minute stocking stuffers!

THANK YOU

For shopping local
with us and we
wish you all a very
Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year!

OUR HOURS:
Furniture Court
Carpet Court

Closed 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th December
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th January
Closed from 23rd December re-open 10th January

Curtain Studio

Closed from 25thDecember re-open 5th January

NZTA

Closed from 23rd December re-open 10th January

FREE DELIVERY - Within a 40km radius | *15% GOLD CARD DISCOUNT
CO M P L E T E H O M E F U R N I S H I N G

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR 99 YEARS

Cnr Tainui & Tamihana Streets, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 8625
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Saturday 9.30am - 1pm

*Not available on already discounted items

DRIVER LICENSING | CAR REGISTRATION

This service is only available:
Mon, Tues, Wed - 9am - 4.30pm
Please come in - No phone line available
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Reno going under the hammer for Pohlen
E

stablished 51 years ago, Pohlen
Hospital is undoubtedly our most
significant community owned asset. It
has welcomed new life, cared for the sick
and farewelled those at the end of their
journey. It’s a place we all identify with,
and a place that epitomises a sense of
care, compassion and love.
With our town having experienced
exponential growth in recent years, it has
been identified that, to meet increasing
need, major capital works are necessary to
provide more available beds, and facilitate
expansion of Matamata Medical Centre.
The intention is to add 13 private, single
occupancy rooms at Pohlen which, at a
cost of around $4m, is expected to begin
in March 2022.
Very aware that a project of this enormity
would require substantial investment,
Pohlen Foundation fundraising manger
Gilly Alexander came up with a plan to
kick things off and, thanks to incredible
support from almost every sector of the
community, its about to come to fruition.
After purchasing a property in town,
a change of circumstances for Gilly, her
husband Ross and their family, meant it
was no longer required. They decided
to use it as a fundraiser for Pohlen
Foundation who stood to receive all funds
over and above the agreed price with
what soon became known as the ‘Reno for
Pohlen’. In recent months, local businesses,
groups, organisations and individuals
have rolled up their sleeves and donated
product, goods and services – and literally

hundreds of hours of voluntary labour to
give the property a complete makeover
inside and out.
“We have been absolutely overwhelmed
with the end result” says Gilly. “Our
community has turned a somewhat tired
1980s house into a gorgeous, modern
family home for the discerning! We are
incredibly grateful and obviously very

excited to see it go under the hammer
on Saturday for the benefit of Pohlen
Hospital.”
With the team at LJ Hooker very kindly
donating their time and skill to manage
the open homes, marketing and sale,
Gilly says Auction Day is going to be a
fun morning where everyone is welcome
to come along whether it’s to bid on the

house – or for personal interest in the
completed project.
The LJ Hooker sausage sizzle will be
cranking, Scoop are kindly parking up
with their delicious range of gelato and
as well as getting the business done, fun
and festivity is guaranteed from around
10.30am.
 Caron Stewart.

Reno for Pohlen Auction
Saturday December 18, 2021 @ 11am
2 Koromiko Place, Matamata
   
AVOVE: Held onsite at 2 Koromiko Place, Matamata, the Reno for Pohlen auction will
be at 11am this Saturday. Please park on Burwood Road as the street will be closed to
everyone other than residents.

Alex and the team would like to wish you all a

Merry Christmas!

• 4 Bedrooms
• 3 Bathrooms
• 1103m2 Section
• Fully renovated

Contact

Colleen Van Lierop
027 294 6439
Viewings Available
By Appointment

matamata.ljhooker.co.nz/J4XHR1

LJ Hooker Matamata 07 888 5677
Link Realty Ltd.
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

All information contained herein is gathered from sources we consider to be reliable. However, we cannot guarantee or give any warranty
about the information provided. Interested parties must solely rely on their own enquiries.
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It’s been an unusual year but we’d like to thank you
all for your continued support
Osteopaths closed stats only
Naturopath closed from 24th, reopen 5th January
Massage Therapist available
OSTEOPATHY | NATUROPATH/ HERBALIST
MASSAGE THERAPY | NURSE FOOT CARE CLINIC

KAIMAI NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE
www.judithdanksnaturopath.co.nz
79 Arawa Street, Matamata | PHONE: 07 880 9700

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Building on
a solid
foundation
RIGHT: Pohlen Foundation Board chair,
Louise Trower is thrilled to welcome
Tony Wright and Vaughan Nowell as new
trustees. They will join current trustees Sue
Bruce, Liz Atherton, Hayden Wright, Jacob
Henderson and Pohlen Hospital Board
representative, Thomas Coats.

F

or over 50 years Pohlen Hospital has
been a community owned asset that
its board, staff, residents, patients and
supporters have been immensely proud
of. It’s often the local charity of choice, and
proceeds of various fundraisers or public
donations received over the years have
ensured equipment and services continue
to provide an excellent level of care across
the hospital, residential and maternity
sectors.
Nearly 17 years ago, in support of the
Pohlen Hospital Board, Pohlen Foundation
Trust was established with the sole
intention of raising money for capital
expenditure and the provision of ‘extras’
not covered in the Board’s operational
budget.
Initiatives such as the biennial charity
golf tournament, the Real Homes &
Gardens tour and the Ladies Luncheon
among other events continue to contribute
– and that’s without generous donations
from groups such as Dalton’s Daisies
who not only produce their annual Iconic
Matamata calendar, but also host events
such as the annual High Tea.
Along with the injection of funds
provided by these events, a number of
grants are successfully applied for, and
are an essential part of annual Foundation
funding.
Of late however, with the Covid 19
pandemic having such an adverse impact
on revenue streams, many of these
organisations will have significantly less
funding available.
This year thankfully, the Foundation
was extremely fortunate to have the Reno
for Pohlen initiative that is likely to inject
significant funds to the Foundation thanks
to the overwhelming support from local
businesses, trades and volunteers when it

goes to auction on December 18. (See the
advert and story on page 14)
Although further details will be
announced in the new year, capital
works planned for 2022 include a 13
bed extension wing, and expansion to
Matamata Medical Centre facilities.
Having always been incredibly proud
of Pohlen Hospital’s commitment to
growth and sustainability, long time
locals Vaughan Nowell and Tony Wright
recently took up trustee positions with
the Foundation.
“We are so lucky to have this facility on
our doorstep” says Vaughan, “and with
the current team welcoming fresh ideas
and enthusiasm, I am proud to offer my
time. We are all approaching the future
with the same commitment to ensuring
we meet and exceed what is required
to build on the ‘Bringing health and
community together’ ethos, and of course,
the continued success and viability of the
entire complex.”
Likewise, Tony is really looking forward
to the new challenge – particularly now
he’s getting closer to the other end of the
spectrum he laughs!
“All of my four sons were born here, I
have had minor surgeries and specialist
appointments etc over the years and more
recently, my mum had the need for a short
recuperative stay” he says. “Following
that of course, I have been quite heavily
involved with the renovation project and
proudly stand behind what the Foundation
strives to achieve for the benefit of Pohlen
Hospital.
“I’m excited to be the ‘new kid’ alongside
Vaughan to join such a progressive and
passionate bunch of people striving for
the same end result.”
 Caron Stewart.

CLINICS

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR

OPENING HOURS
Monday 20 Dec
Tuesday 21 Dec
Wednesday 22 Dec
Thursday 23 Dec
Friday 24 Dec
Saturday 25 Dec
Sunday 26 Dec
Monday 27 Dec
Tuesday 28 Dec
Wednesday 29 Dec
Thursday 30 Dec
Friday 31 Dec
Saturday 1 Jan
Sunday 2 Jan
Monday 3 Jan
Tuesday 4 Jan
Wednesday 5 Jan
Thursday 6 Jan
Friday 7 Jan

Pohlen Clinics

Ultrasound

X-Ray

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm
8.30am - 4.30pm

8.30am - 3.00pm

8.30am - 3.00pm

8.30am - 3.00pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED
9.00am - 3.00pm

CLOSED

9.00am - 3.00pm

CLOSED

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED
9.00am - 3.30pm

CLOSED

CLOSED

8.30am - 4.30pm

9.00am - 3.30pm

9.00am - 3.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

9.00am - 3.30pm

CLOSED

9.00am - 3.30pm

8.30am - 4.30pm

CLOSED

9.00am - 3.30pm

56 Rawhiti Ave, Matamata | Phone 07 881 9100 | www.pohlen.co.nz

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 2021/2021
SUN

19







 

Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy New Year
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Matamata Intermediate School CCC Badges
Week 7 was our last student led virtual online assembly for 2021. A special feature of this assembly was that our CCC Whaanau Badge winners were nominated and voted
for by their peers. To be chosen by one’s peers holds special significance. We are honoured to share and celebrate our students who show our school virtues of; Consideration
(Manaakitanga), Common Sense (Tika), and Commitment (Kia Manawanui).

Mangawhero
Whaanau

Waitoa
Whaanau

Waihou
Whaanau

Waihou
Whaanau

Piako
Whaanau

Cayden is a quiet, hardworking,
dedicated young person who
strives to do their absolute
best in everything they do. His
commitment to completing his
work, improving and achieving is
a positive role model for others.
This is mirrored outside the
classroom in his effort in sport
and in how he cares for the
wellbeing of others. Cayden’s
determination and winning
smile has not gone unnoticed and
Mangawhero proudly awarded
him this week’s CCC Badge.

Kylah is a most deserving CCC
Badge recipient because of her
unwavering determination and
positive demonstration of our
3Cs. Her peers say that she
makes everyone feel welcome
and included. She sets a positive
role model for others with
her conscientious work ethic,
attention to detail and all round
awesomeness.
Waitoa could
not think of a more deserving
recipient of this week’s CCC
Badge.

Victoria has been honoured
as this week’s Waihou CCC
Badge recipient because of her
determination, sense of humour,
helpfulness to her peers and
generally being an amazing
person. Described as creative,
entrepreneurial, fun and a
diligent learner, always seeking
her best, What is super special is
Victoria encourages others to do
the same so they too can be their
best.

Amber is a humble, thoughtful
and kind student. Her peers
describe her as someone who
is always there for you, has a
quirky sense of humour and
knows how to laugh at herself.
She has a caring nature which
supports and encourages others
to do their best. Amber enjoys a
challenge and her peers think she
is super smart and just a really
cool person. Waihou is stoked to
see Amber receive a CCC Badge.

Kyle is a well-respected
member of the Piako Whaanau.
Described by his peers as kind,
awesome, funny, committed,
helpful and considerate, with the
resonating theme being that he
is a good friend. He is a diligent
student both inside and outside
the classroom. Always looking
for ways to brighten others’ day
Kyle is a most worthy CCC Badge
recipient.

The Matamata Community Resource Trust Board
thank the many businesses and organisations that have supported us
in the past challenging year and send best wishes for a safe and
happy holiday season.

Organisations and resources available to you at
Railside are:
Meeting Rooms available for daily or hourly bookings
Citizens Advice Bureau
Counsellors
Les Steed Conway – The Psychology Clinic 022 351 3741
Sue MacGibbon 027 203 9535
Care NZ – Addictions Counsellor 0800 499 469
Other Services
Tuu oho mai Hamilton
Raukawa Trust
Department of Corrections

If Santa does ask if
you’ve been naughty
or nice say nothing and
call us immediately.
Thanks Matamata for your continued support
this year. It’s been a pleasure supporting you
as your solicitors and we look forward to
working with you again next year.
We will be closed from Thursday 23rd December
and reopening on Monday 10th January 2022.

We are committed to supporting our
local Matamata Community
07 880 9022 | 2A Arawa Street, Matamata | cooneyleesmorgan.co.nz

41a Hetana Street • 07 888 8876
office@railsidematamata.co.nz
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Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Let’s hope you see us before we see you

C

hristmas for most of us is a
one wants the tragedy of losing
happy time of year, and an
loved ones through completely
opportunity to enjoy spending
avoidable circumstances such
some quality time relaxing with
as speeding, inattention or
family and friends – as it should
distraction.
be. Sadly however, this is also
And finally, for the police,
a time of year when Matamata
Christmas is no different to any
Police see spikes in crimes such
other time of year, and keeping
as domestic abuse, burglaries,
your homes, garages and cars
and drink driving. Our local
secure, looking out for our
police officers would like to
neighbours – particularly the
take the opportunity to remind
elderly who may be alone or
everyone of a few important
vulnerable, and taking note of
messages heading into the
anything that might seem out
holiday season.
of the ordinary is important. If
High on the list is drink
you are going away, share your
driving and although this is an
plans with trusted neighbours,
important issue throughout
ensure all doors and windows
the year, the festive season
are locked, have your mail held
often brings increased social
ABOVE: Sergeant Kenny Ross and Prevention Sergeant Greg or get your mailbox cleared
activities, so vigilance is Flintoff encourage the community to remember the reason for regularly. Its also a good idea
essential. It is crucial to plan the season this summer. “It’s about spending time with your if you are away for extended
before you party and ensure families, your friends and your loved ones” says Kenny. “So take periods to have someone park
alternative arrangements are a breath, take it easy and most importantly, take care. We would their car in your driveway,
made to get everyone home prefer not to see you!”
mow your lawn and close the
safely. There is simply no excuse to put your own life, or anyone curtains at night with a light left on. Matamata Community Patrol
else’s, at risk by making a decision to drive under the influence can also schedule more regular drive-by’s if they are advised
of alcohol or drugs.
of your plans. Remember, you can contact police 24 hours a
Another area of concern is domestic abuse. Police are doing day, seven days per week on 111 for police, fire and ambulance
all they can to stop it, however they cannot achieve this without emergencies, or 105 for non emergencies.
incidents being reported. Family harm and domestic abuse
On a happier note, Matamata Police feel very fortunate to have
victims need to have the confidence to take that first step, make been working in a community where, on a daily basis, they are
the call and know there is help and support available. Too, if you witness to a strong community spirit and combined camaraderie.
are aware another person is at risk, you are encouraged to report They would like to thank the community for their continued
it to police in confidence.
support and assistance during 2021 and wish everyone a safe,
During the holiday period, there will be an increase in traffic on restful and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. Let’s hope you see
the road, so police implore all motorists to take extra care. No- us before we see you!  Caron Stewart.

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
REFRIGERATION SPECIALISTS
Wishing all our clients a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
CALL OUTS AVAILABLE 24/7 OVER THE
HOLIDAY SEASON AT NO EXTRA COST!

WE OFFER:
Competitive Pricing
24 hours, 7 days a week service
Farm Refrigeration
Secondary Cooling Options
Vat Wraps | New Installations
Servicing of Existing Refrigeration
ALL Heatpump Services
Give us a call today

0800 238 075

www.compassrefrigeration.co.nz
GEA Accreditied Refrigeration
Service Specialist

Help us keep our doors closed!
Let’s all enjoy a break this holiday season
by staying safe out there

The Matamata Volunteer Fire Brigade
team extend our sincere thanks for
your support during 2021 and
wish our community
a safe and happy
summer!

Frank & Belinda would like to
take this opportunity to wish
their clients and community a
very Merry Christmas and a safe
and happy New Year.
Over the holiday period we are
available on Mobile for any
financing needs you have.

Frank 027 488 6681
Belinda 027 270 4621
95 Arawa Street
matamata@mtf.co.nz
mtf.co.nz/matamata
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Merry
Christmas
I would like to
take this
opportunity to
wish all my RD1
residents a restful
break and a
happy holiday
season!

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Ps and Qs celebrate challenge
winners at Christmas party

P

rovided with a hexagon-shaped
template, participants of the recent
Matamata P’s & Q’s (Patchwork and
Quilters) were only to use the colour of
choice in a monochromatic way.
There was no restriction to
what medium and
technique
they
used to achieve
this and boy, there
was
certainly
a huge variety
of
incredibly
artistic
work

submitted. After the painstaking job
of judging was complete, results were
announced at the end of year Christmas
get together on Wednesday night
at the Union Parish Hall.
Winners were as
follows:

1st prize was awarded to Maria Walsh
with ‘Blue Star’. 2nd place went to Donna
McCullough’s “What’s up buttercup’. 3rd
was Gateway to Middle Earth created
by Joanna Grant. Bridget Gill
was awarded the Best
use of Colour award
with her work,
‘Flame’. 

DURING 2021
WE DONATED:

M

MONETARY:

A

A

Janice, your postie

T A M AT

GOODS:

Heart Kids, Leukemia and Blood Cancer, Kiwanis Golf
Tournament at Walton (benefiting local and district
charities), Autism NZ, Going Bananas Show, Light Party,
Threads Across the Pacific (help with administration and
expenses) educational supplies to Vanuatu (help with
expenses and a stationery donation for the pupils),
Fostering NZ (Caring Families), Brain Injury Trust, NZ
Suicide Prevention Trust, Leprosy Mission NZ,
Matamata Foodbank, Matamata Friendship Circle,
Matamata District Libraries Reading Programmes, Oak
Plantantion camellias, Wish 4 Fish Trust, St Johns
Appeal, IHC South Waikato (rental fees at the
Avantidrome), Laing Swim School (helping needy
students), sponsorship of a student stockcar driver,
Cowboy Challenge, Matamata Playcentre (water
feature).

Merr
Chr y
istm
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OM
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A
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UB ATA

Community Book Kubby, Pohlen Hospital (baby
blankets/wraps - an ongoing project), Vanuatu education
project (furniture and books), Walton and Wairere Primary
Schools Terrific Kids (library books), Matamata Hearing
Association (new fridge), Firth Primary School (tricycle for a
disabled student), Colouring Books for Schools, Te Poi
Primary School (playground equipment), Matamata Primary
School (water fountain adjacent to the scooter track),
Matamata Athletics Assn (outdoor sound system), Matamata
Primary School (in-class speaker system), Matamata
Swimming Club pace clock.

Total monetary + goods
= over $29,000.00

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTING BUSINESSES
Don Griffiths Ltd
MacPherson Contractors
PGG Wrightson
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Phil’s Motorcycles
Mowers and Chainsaws
Daltons
Wealleans
Matamata Automotive Solutions

J Swap Contractors
On Site Auto Electrical
Baigent Motors
Matamata Tractor Services
Matamata Tractors and Machinery

Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Repairing 115 year old windows
to the soul

I

f memories could be extracted from the beauty of porcelain,
there would certainly be some stories to be told. Instead
however, featured in the living room of her original mother’s
daughter, Jane stands in silence as a cherished reminder of
decades past.
For Shirley Frew, Jane, a porcelain doll she named after her
mother’s aunt who never had children, is a precious and lifelong
connection to her late mother, Clara Fieldsend, who migrated to
New Zealand from England with her parents at just six years old.
Funnily enough, that’s where the memories began and, over the
years, this trip unknowingly created some of Matamata’s most
iconic present day relationships.
As a little girl – on the very long boat trip, Clara met a little girl
named Rosa and the two became instant friends. In fact, even
Jane has a permanent reminder of the friendship when, after
being dropped on deck, the tips of the fingers on her right hand
were broken. Clara always maintained it was Rosa that dropped
the doll – but like so many other events over the past century,
only Jane knows the truth! Anyway… fast forward to adulthood,
Clara’s husband, Burt Hawes, had become great mates with Don
Waterson and introduced him to his wife’s childhood friend. Don
and Rosa hit it off and later, married.
After the arrival of her and Burt’s children, twins Joan and
Shirley, Margaret and Bill, Clara carefully wrapped the doll in a
pristine white towel – and she was not to be played with. It was
always special for the girls however, when they were allowed
to carefully unwrap her for a chat! “I remember as a young girl,
Margaret told on Joan for cutting her hair - although Joan still
denies it to this day” laughs Shirley! “Boy, she was in big trouble
and, as you would imagine, our opportunities to get her down
from the cupboard quickly dwindled!”
As it happened, knowing how much Shirley particularly loved
the doll, Clara gave it to her as an adult. “I was delighted” says
Shirley, “and for many years, she sat in a little high chair dad had
made. It would have been around 20 years ago when her clothes

were showing significant wear, I carefully undressed her and
made patterns from her frock, replicating them with new fabric.
I painstakingly unpicked the beautiful lace and reapplied it to her
new clothing with the intention of keeping her as authentic as
possible.”
More recently after her beloved husband Alistair passed
away, Shirley sold their Tamihana Street house, downsizing
to a more manageable unit. It was while shifting that
“with no-one admitting fault” poor Jane had her eyes
poked in! “Once again, only Jane knows” laughs
Shirley, “but ever since, I’ve been on the look out
for someone that could repair her with the care
and love she deserves. At around 115 years old,
Jane is incredibly special to me, so it had to be
someone that really knew their business.”
Recently Shirley’s niece, Rosemary Locke,
mentioned a lady that coincidentally, was a friend
of Bill and Joy, Shirley’s brother and his wife, that
repaired and restored porcelain dolls. “I’ll be
honest, I was a little bit nervous” says Shirley,
“especially when the first thing she did was
remove her hair! As she explained however, that
was the only way to access the inside of the
porcelain face where her eyes had dropped into.
After that I was confident to leave Jane with
her – and soon after, absolutely delighted to
pick her up fully repaired and back to her
beautiful self! She now has her own stand
and, placed on my very special side cabinet
Don Waterson crafted for Alistair and
I when we were married, can continue
absorbing the experiences, memories and
moments of life until my daughters decide
who has her once my time is done!”
 Caron Stewart.

Matt, Sheree and the team at New World
wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas.
Please remember when
shopping in our store, to
keep our team safe, you wear
your mask properly over your
nose and mouth and where
possible, keep 1 metre
distance from our team.
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Wishing our community a very merry Christmas!

Knitters contribute Hitting the right
to Matamata
note is the key to
Foodbank
success

APARTMENTS
We have serviced apartments available
for sale. Enjoy the benefits of
companionship and security in
peaceful surroundings with beautiful
trees and gardens.

$395,000
Rental opportunites could
apply on our apartments

T

he Natter and Knitter group recently had a raffle that raised
well in excess of $300. The proceeds had been tagged for
grocery shopping to benefit Matamata Foodbank. “We were
absolutely delighted that while shopping at Pak ‘n’ Save Tauriko,
a further $200 worth of food was contributed for our cause by
the store” says Corrine Hammond. Pictured from left are Corrine
Hammond, Cherrie Denby, Joy Moore and Raewyn Schumacher.

P

iano teacher Nancy Cocks was delighted to share the success
of eight year student, Amalia Maia recently. Having learned
piano for the past two years Amalia passed her initial Trinty
College examination with a distinction pass of 95 marks! “She is
a wonderful student” says Nancy, “and puts in 100% effort with
every lesson. She really deserves such high accolades with her
dedication and commitment.”

Merry Christmas
from the team at
di Rosa

Christmas Services
 
  



Innovative | Bespoke | Quality

   

  



23 Rockford Street
Matamata | 07 888 9900

  

www.dirosa.co.nz



  

  



  
   



   
     

    
  



Brendon and the team wish all
their loyal customers a safe
and happy holiday season.
We will be closing at midday on Friday
24th December 2021 and reopening at
8am Monday 17th January 2022
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ltd
For prompt in-home servicing call:

021 302 840 or 07 888 4910
service@cleaverappliances.co.nz

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

F

Matamata footballer flying in Oz

ormer Matamata Swifts footballer, Scott Hilliar, is making a
name for himself in the cut-throat world of Australian semiprofessional football.
On Sunday December 5, Scott captained his Melbournebased team, Avondale FC, as they won the Victorian state-wide
Dockerty cup final. Avondale won 1-0 over Hume City thanks to
a late penalty, with Scott’s role, as a central defender, critical in
keeping a match winning clean sheet for his team.
Open to every club in Victoria, more than 210 of them, the
Dockerty Cup win was Avondale’s first major trophy and a huge
milestone for a club relatively new to the state’s top flight. Scott
is one of only two permitted non-Australians in the squad, so to
have the honour of captaining the team and lifting the cup was a
huge honour for the young Kiwi.
“This has to count as one of the highlights of my football career
to date,” said Scott in the aftermath of his team’s win. “It’s the
sort of thing footballers live for and makes training four days a
week in a tough semi-pro environment all the more worthwhile.”
Scott was delighted to share his team’s win with fellow import,
Mario Barcia, with whom he played during his time at New
Zealand national league club Wellington FC. “We’re both expected
to play senior roles in the team so there’s nothing better than to
see that work and responsibility rewarded with silverware.”
Avondale’s success in the Dockerty Cup has coincided with a
run that has seen them take a place in the round of 16 of the
Australian-wide FFA Cup, a competition that includes A-League
clubs. In a superb twist of fate, Avondale’s next opponents will be
the Wellington Phoenix in a match to be played on the evening of
Tuesday December 14.
Scott’s football journey began as a six-year-old with Matamata
Swifts. He still talks of his time with the Matamata Orcs who,
back then, went undefeated for more than four years. He made
lifelong friends at the club, with whom he is still in touch.
Progressing through high school, which involved time at both
Matamata College and St Paul’s Collegiate, Scott carved out a
reputation as a nationally ranked middle-distance runner, before
taking up football seriously in his late teens.

We wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a
safe and happy new year

He played senior football for Hamilton’s Melville United, then
embarked on a New Zealand national league career with stints
at WaiBOP United, Waitakere United and Wellington FC. The
highlight of his time with Wellington was a 2018 trip to the FIFA
Club World Cup in the United Arab Emirates, which was won by
a Gareth Bale-inspired Real Madrid.
Scott has been based in Australia since 2019 after he was
offered a semi-professional contract by Avondale FC, following
an earlier stint at fellow Melbourne club, Richmond FC.
Scott also had a special word for Swifts’ life member Barry
Simonsen, who recently passed away. “Simmo always took an
interest in how I was going, as he did with all the club’s players,”
he said. “He was always around when I was a junior at the Swifts
and kept in touch as the years passed. He’ll be missed.”
 Dwayne Barlow.

Corina Collins
027 286 2588

corina.collins@ljhooker.co.nz

Michelle Carson
021 154 0781

michelle.carson@ljhooker.co.nz

Link Realty Limited, Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
  
    

 
SERVICING THE MATAMATA AREA
FOR OVER 50 YEARS



   

Wonderful Christmas
and New Year
      
       

118 Broadway, Matamata
www.assmatamata.co.nz
autosupershoppe@matamata.co.nz

0800 MATAMATA
6 282 6 2
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

St Joeseph’s School get creative
H

eading quickly towards the end of the school year, students of St Joseph’s Catholic
School had the opportunity to get a bit crafty on Friday. As a leadership project
the senior students were encouraged to help and mentor the junior students with a fun
activity for the benefit of Firth Tower. Focussing on working as a team and split into five
groups, each designed and made a scarecrows for the Firth gardens. Lots of fun was had
building framework, making and stuffing the bodies, and then dressing them up! 

Merry Christmas from the team at
Baigent Motors Ltd
Part of your community since 1950

For friendly, personal service
every time, see us now for all your:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Warrant of Fitness
Transmission services
Air conditioning
Diagnostic scanning
Auto electrical
Wheel alignments
Servicing all makes and models
24 hour breakdown service

Rental Cars and Vans
•
•
•

Competitive rates
Weddings or group functions
Out of town visitors

We’re still here for throughout the festive season. Closed Statutory days only.
37 - 39 Firth Street, Matamata
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Phone 07 888 8059

Service A/H 021 356 002

Rentals A/H 027 290 1796
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We wish our customers a very
merry Christmas and prosperous new year.
We will be open throughout the Christmas period

GET YOUR POOL
READY NOW FOR THE
SWIMMING SEASON
We have everything you need to make your
pool sparkle and we will make it easy!
• Chemicals • Accessories • Latest Robotic pool cleaners • Pool pumps & filters
• Pool Heat Pumps • Salt Chlorinators • Mineral Chlorinators • Valet service
• Pump repairs • FREE Pool water testing • Plus much more!

Matamata’s only Pool & Spa Shop

DURING DECEMBER & JANUARY
FOR ALL YOUR POOL & SPA NEEDS.

We are here to help!

Corner of Tui & Tainui Streets, Matamata

OPEN SATURDAYS 9.30AM - 12.30PM

Phone: 07 888 7524

Email: info@ag-worx.co.nz
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY

Merry
Christmas!

Dear Matamata,
This year has been one of the hardest years - and we wanted to say a quick

thank you for all your amazing support over this time. Our brands have grown

to now power over 5 million people’s print and digital experiences every year.
We’re pretty proud of that.
From business cards to books, small websites to e-commerce sites, digital

forms through to custom enterprise solutions - we help grow great businesses.
P.S. We’re hiring - and are looking for driven and talented people to join our
teams across our brands.

Project Manager

Full Stack Developer

Business Analyst

In this role you will be responsible
for the planning, scheduling,
budgeting, execution, and delivery
of software and web projects.

You will assist with developing leading
edge web applications and creating
amazing digital experiences for a
range of industries and products.
Multiple roles available.

As a Business Analyst you will help
to develop business solutions via
in-depth investigation and gathering
of technical and non-technical
information.

Ofﬁce Manager

Test Engineer

Graphic Designer

You will be responsible for
reception including greeting clients,
answering telephones, taking
messages and managing shared
services across our group.

As a Test Engineer, you will be
responsible for designing and
implementing the tests that ensure
the quality and the functionality of
our products.

In this role, you will work on all
things digital, design and print,
from designing new client brands
through to designing print materials
for clients.

Print Operator

Business Manager

Find more information here:

In this role you will be responsible
for the planning, scheduling,
budgeting, execution, and delivery
of software and web projects.

You’ll oversee our web design team and manage the day to day operation
of the business. You’ll take the lead
on sales, and ensuring awesome
customer service across the business.

Part time role

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

linktr.ee/Luminateone

All our roles have flexible hours - and can be full time or part time.
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Mer r y
C h r is tm a s!
2021 has been a busy
year and we’d like to
thank you for your
appreciated support.

Our workshop will be closed
from Thursday 23rd December
2021 through to Monday 10th
January 2022, however we will be
on call over the Christmas period
for emergency call-outs.

Have a safe and happy holiday
season from Lyndon, Lee and the
team at King’s Glass & Glazing.
KINGS GLASS
& GLAZING

07 888 4237

Lyndon Johns 021 0233 1627
mtmglasssecurity@outlook.com
Farmers Road – behind Mobil Service Centre
“Locally owned & operated with pride”

An Unexpected Journey
Off-road adventure first for the Shire

A

brand new event that plans to highlight and promote the
unique and bucolic landscapes of the Matamata-Piako
District has arrived unexpectantly in the Shire. The inaugural
Middle-earth Halfling Marathon™ will offer an immersive and
unique themed event for runners and walkers of all levels
through Hobbiton™ Movie Set and the surrounding picturesque
rolling green hills of the Waikato farmland.
The event is the first of its kind for Hobbiton Movie Set, who
are best known for their tours of the 12-acre Movie Set location
as seen in The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit Trilogies, but
has been in the works for some time. “It’s been about five years
since the concept was originally discussed,” said Hobbiton Movie
Set Deputy CEO Shayne Forrest. “It’s something we have wanted
to do for a long time but the moment never felt quite right. We’re
excited to launch the Middle-earth Halfling Marathon today, as a
way for people to get out and do something new, explore some
beautiful and never-before-traversed landscapes, and focus on
their health and fitness at the same time. It will be an event that
blends together the world of off-road running with the world of
Middle-earth – something we’re sure must be pretty unique as
far as running events go!”
The Middle-earth Halfling Marathon is a joint venture between
Hobbiton Movie Set and The Events Agency, an Auckland-based
event and expo support agency with over 20 years of event
expertise and experience, managed by Matt Reilly. The event has
been made possible with the support of the Thermal Explorer
Regional Events Fund after being presented to the Event
Investment Panel earlier this year.
“The Event Investment Panel are thrilled to support the
development of this exciting new event,” said Nicola Greenwell,
Lead Entity and Panel representative for the Thermal Explorer
Regional Events Fund. “The Halfling is such a unique sporting

event that we have no doubt it will attract a large number of
runners and walkers, and their supporters, to the Waikato from
all around the country, bringing significant economic benefit to
the district and wider region.”
The inaugural Middle-earth Halfling Marathon event is to be
held on Saturday 2 April 2022 and will feature two distances, the
Halfling Marathon 21.1km, and the Eleventyfirst 11.1km. Both
courses will begin at the starting line at Buckland Landing, just
across from The Shire’s Rest where Hobbiton Movie Set’s home
base is, with breathtaking views across the valley and the mighty
Kaimai ranges towering in the distance.
With staggered start times, the Halfling Marathon and the
Eleventy-first will journey through the farmland, twist and turn
around the track on their own adventures before arriving into
Hobbiton and following the meandering pathways of the village.
Each distance will get to visit areas on the Alexander Farm that
were used for filming but not otherwise accessible on tours,
including the original Gandalf’s Cutting as seen in The Lord of
the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. After a dash through The
Green Dragon Inn, where the thirstiest of halflings can stop for a
quick tipple to quench their thirst, runners will continue on to the
finish line where their fellowship of supporters will be waiting.
The Halfling Event Village will be set up at The Shire’s Rest
ready for refreshments, food, entertainment and prizegiving as
all finishers will receive a specially designed medal with prizes
for both event distances.
Entries before 31 January go into the draw to win a Waikato
weekend in partnership with Hamilton & Waikato Tourism.
The prize pack will include two nights accommodation
and a range of activities for two, plus the value of their event
registration.
Entries are open now at www.halflingmarathon.com. 

BUILDERS • JOINERS • PAINTERS
Proudly locally owned and employing local staff

Thank you to
everyone who has
supported
Superior during
2021

Building dreams into reality with quality, efficiency, honesty and experience

Did you know our factory team here in Matamata can manufacture:
Kitchens and Scullery’s • Laundry Cabinetry • Wardrobe Fitouts
Pre-hung Doors and Hardware • Bespoke Timber Joinery

Building or Renovating?

If either option is on your wish list for 2022, come and
talk to us about getting the Superior difference!
We can tailor our package to suit your needs;
from helping to get your plans drawn, or stepping
in at the building stage.
The choice is yours!
Proud to be one of the sponsors of the Matamata
Community Christmas Tree. Kids pretty chuffed too!!

SPF

We’d like to wish all
our clients, subbies and
community a very
Merry Christmas, and
a safe and prosperous
New Year

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 6 BROWNE STREET, MATAMATA
For all your building
needs contact:
dean@sccmatamata.co.nz
027 292 6590

26 SCENE 14 December, 2021

For all your joinery
needs contact:
ethan@scimatamata.co.nz
027 227 7293

For all your painting
needs contact:
marie@spfmatamata.co.nz
027 772 2289

YOUR EXPERIENCED TEAM!
DAVID

AARON

27 years of service

19 years of service

Servicing the community

since 1964

KURT

15 years of service

CARL

14 years of service

The team at King electrical would like to wish their community a very happy
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. We thank you all for your
continued loyal support during such a challenging year.

BRENDAN

18 years of service

Our office will be closed from 5pm Friday December 24 and re-open on
Monday January 10, 2022 at 8.30am. However, our team will continue to
offer 24/7 breakdown service throughout the holiday period.

JOSH

7 years of service

LUKE

KYLIE
KYLIE

6 years of service

Office Manager

3 years of service

JEREMY

21 years of service

NEVILLE

CHRIS

44 years of service

15 years of service

24 HOUR TOTAL EMERGENCY SERVICE
GEOFFREY

Where quality is guaranteed and service is renowned
For all your electrical needs

CHRISTINE

Office Administrator

New to the team

New to the team

Design | Maintenance | Manufacturing | Installation | Sales

Matamata: 07 888 7578 • Tirau: 07 883 1130
54 Firth Street, Matamata | www.kingelectrical.co.nz
CHRIS R

ANDREW

5 years of service

5 years of service

MATT

7 years of service

JAKE

4 years of service

FLYNN

2 years of service

CAMERON

2 years of service

REED

1 year of service

HARRISON

1 year of service

JAYDEN

New to the team

MICHELLE

1 year of service

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Merry
Christmas
To my wonderful
residents in the

Walton
community...

Thankyou for
being awesome!
I hope you all have
a safe holiday
season and a
great New Year!

Capping off a great year with
Matamata Jiu jitsu Club

A

fter a covid disrupted year, we
are pleased that two of our senior
students – Jason Williams and Josh Sager
have achieved the grade of Brown belt.
Sensei Graeme Catlin, 7th Dan Black
Belt and head of the grading panel said
both students showed great skill and
knowledge of Jiu Jitsu which made their
three-hour grading a pleasure to watch.
We look forward to the future as they
continue their martial arts journey.
All though covid stopped most of third
term training, we had four of our junior
students reach the grade of green belt jnr,
two orange belts jnr, three yellow belt jnr,
and another five white belts that that are
not far from achieving yellow belt.
Seniors had their final night for 2021
last Wednesday and will restart training
the first week of February. The juniors
ended the year with a fun day on Sunday
where Zac Tarrant was awarded the Most
Improved Junior student for 2021 and
Lewis Jiang, the Junior Student of the Year.
Connor Greaves also received a gift voucher

ABOVE: Pictured with Matamata Jiu Jitsu’s most recent brown belt recipients Jason
Williams and Josh Sager are instructors Gavin Fisher and David Young, both 3rd dan
sensei, and Graeme Catlin, 7th dan sensei.
for the best press ups and commando
crawls in the club! Appreciation was
extended to Frank Ernie, Jason Williams,
Mark Tarrant, Mel Anderson and Shannon
Cressy. Matamata Jiu Jitsu instructors

would like to wish all students and their
families a Merry Christmas and a happy
and safe new year.  David Young.

With love,

GlenysYour postie

Merry Christmas Matamata
 
      
For assistance during this period, phone 07 888 4405 and
you will be transferred to our on-call technician.

Greenwell Bricklayers Ltd
MARK GREENWELL
P 07 888 7128
M 027 493 5472
E magreenwell@xtra.co.nz
www.greenwellbricklayers.co.nz

Natural Stonework
Designer Schist
Brickwork
Paving
Tiling
Block-laying
Landscaping

Exciting changes are coming
to better service our valued clients...
2022 is going to be a  year!
...WATCH THIS SPACE

07 888 4405
10 Waharoa West Road, Matamata
0800- 5pm
275 548
Monday - Friday: 8am



1945


Mark and the team wish you all a safe
and happy Christmas, and would like
to take this opportunity to thank our
valued customers and suppliers for
their support throughout the year.

     

76

2021


YEARS

24/7 CALL OUT BREAKDOWN SERVICE

3K   
e: sales@milknwaterservices.co.nz
www.milknwaterservices.co.nz
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Wishing you all a very
merry christmas and happy new year

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Getting all their dux in a row!
T

aking out the position of year 13 Dux was incredibly rewarding for Yvonne Wang
– particularly as there was very little in it between her and the runner up, Adam
Parker. “I would have been really happy for Adam if he had taken it out” says Yvonne,
“but of course I was over the moon when they announced my name! It’s the perfect end
to an amazing education here at Matamata College. 

We’d like to take the
opportunity to thank
you for your custom
during 2021 and look
forward to seeing
you in 2022.
Our workshop will be
closed from 12noon
Friday 24th December
and re-opens on
Wednesday 5th January.

Sisters, Ava (above) and Summer (below)
Richards, took the honour of year 12 and
year 11 dux respectively – and, as you
would expect, were also delighted!

Have a Merry
Christmas and
Happy New Year.
CALL NOW
07 888 5023
144 Broadway
(behind Matamata Carwash)
AIR-CONDITIONING
SERVICE – NOW AVAILABLE

ABOVE: For year 13 Dux runner-up, Adam
Parker, he will be attending the University
of Canterbury in 2022 studying towards a
bachelor of science, majoring in physics and
astronomy.
The team
at Matamata
Glass & Joinery
would like to wish
you all a merry
Christmas and a safe,
happy New Year.

We will be closed from December 24th and
re-opening on Thursday 13th January 2022
but will be available for glass and window breakages
or windscreen repair or replacement.

ABOVE: As the 2021 year 13 Dux, Yvonne
Wang will be attending the University of
Otago next year studying health science
ready to follow a career in medicine.

Locally
owned and
operated

ISUZU parts and service agent, Marshall
Batteries agent, Castrol stockist, MTA member

We’d like to take this opportunity of thanking all our loyal
clients and wish you a very Merry Christmas.
Our office will be closed from December 23rd at 3pm
to January 10th but we are on call 24/7 for emergency service.

If you’re thinking about building or renovating in the new year,
call us now. We can help make the process easy!
GLAZIERS •• JOINERS
MANUFACTURERS
GLAZIERS
JOINERS• •KITCHEN
KITCHEN
MANUFACTURERS
AUTO
GLASS
•
TIMBER
MACHINING
AUTO GLASS • TIMBER MACHINING& &MOULDINGS
MOULDINGS

Unit 1/6 Comber Street, Matamata. www.electrico.co.nz

20 Waharoa West Road, Matamata
Ph 07 888 7338 Fax 07 888 4900

Phone 07 888 8245

Although we’ll be closed from Thursday, December 23rd to
Wednesday, January 12th, if you’re in the poo - we’re still
here for you!

We’ll have on-call
emergency service
available throughout
the holiday season!

We’d also like to thank all our customers and clients for thier
continued support during 2021 and wish all our locals a very
Merry Christmas.
• Honest and reliable service,
100% customer satisfaction
• 24/7 Emergency service
• 100% locally owned and operated

07 888 8147 | 0800 PLUMBCO | 11a Garland Street, Matamata
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Looking over the year that was 2021

ABOVE: A fully covered sports dome was erected over the Matamata Primary School
outdoor sports turf in February – and it’s been very well utilised!

ABOVE: Beach Hop at Whangamata
gave Sharon Long an extra thrill when she
won the “Best Ladies Truck” award, a real
honour for one of our locals!

ABOVE: Pictured from left are Garry Stanley, Chair of the Matamata Community Health
Shuttle Trust, Jan Dench administrator, and Wally Henderson, operations officer and
driver with the brand new Ford Transit mini bus purchased in March.

ABOVE: Edward Roskam was stoked to place fourth overall at the 2021 regional final at
the Young Farmer of the Year competition held at the Tauranga Racecourse. He is pictured
during the sausage making event!

BELOW: Peter Nelmes reckons the secret
to success catching this beauty was a
combination of 14 hours of driving, 21
hours of straylining, a container of chicken
drumsticks, a bacon and egg pie - oh and a
few celebratory bevvies on his birthday!



Happy
Holidays



A big thank you for your loyal custom throughout the year
From the team at Laser Plumbing Matamata
Our office is closed from Thursday 23rd December until Monday 10th January.
We have plumbers on-call for urgent jobs. Ph: 07 888 9340

    
 
    
   
  
   
  


   



   

MATAMATA SHOW HOME
CHRISTMAS HOURS
A BIG THANK YOU to the Matamata community
for your support throughout the year.
The Bennett Homes team will be enjoying some well-deserved time
with family and friends over the Christmas and New Year period.
The last operating day of our show home will be Thursday, 23 December 2021.
Normal show home hours will resume from Sunday, 9th January 2022.

MATAMATA SHOW HOME
1 Earl Road, Matamata – Open Sunday to Thursday, 1-4pm

Th e te a m a t B e n n et t H om e s wi sh e s
y ou a l l a sa f e a n d h a p p y f e st i ve se a son.
Quality homes for an affordable price.

www.bennetthomes.co.nz
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Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

These are the things that made memories
BELOW: Matamata Intermediate celebrated virtues day – a big congratulations and
acknowledgement to the CCC culture of this year’s students!

LEFT: In celebrating the unveiling of Keep Matamata Beautiful’s outstanding monument
in March, people came out in force to see a new piece of our history unfold – and it seems,
were unanimously impressed! “It’s unbelievable” said Dave O’Sullivan. “I came to Matamata
in 1960 to train horses and have loved the town ever since. To have an acknowledgement
to the industry of this calibre is absolutely amazing.” The horse was created by Te Aroha
artist, Adrian Worsley.

Quality used vehicles | Over 200 to choose from

2015 Subaru Impreza WRX STI
6 Speed Manual, NZ New, One Owner

Driveaway

$ 42,990

2019 Ford Transit Tourneau

9 Seater Van, Auto, Only 17,500kms

Driveaway

$58,990

2015 Hyundai ix35 Elite SUV
2.0 Auto, NZ New, Leather Seats

Driveaway

$23,990

2018 Mazda CX5 GSX
2.5 AWD Petrol, NZ New

Driveaway

$41,990

2010 Mazda Demio Hatch
1.3 Auto, 5 Door Hatch

Driveaway

$7,990

We wish all our customers a
very Merry Christmas and
safe motoring over the
festive season.
Closed Stat days only

64 Firth Street | Matamata | P: 07 888 7127
Monday to Friday: 8am - 5.30pm | Saturday: 9am - 2 pm

Vaughan Nowell: 027 497 7645 | Paul Dean : 027 484 0339 | Stu Koch: 027 580 4409
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

We celebrated milestones and events

ABOVE: At the April AGM in the company of volunteers, Police Liaison Offer Aimee Searle and Matamata Community Patrol Chair Brian
Hunter, were proud to cut the five-year acknowledgement cake kindly donated by Matt, Sheree and the team at New World Matamata.
BELOW: Pictured with Sol3 Mio tenors Pene and Amitai Pati, and baritone Moses Mackay, Jazz Vidamo was on top of the world after
performing as an invited guest at the Sol3 Mio concert in Auckland back in April.

ABOVE: Matamata College year 13
students Eva Bay, Casey Jones and Faith
Spice were humbled by community
participation at the Gumboot Walk in
support of mental health.
LEFT: The annual Redoubt Small Dog
Derby, supported by Classy Canines, was
another hit!

BUSINESS NETWORKING MATAMATA

BNI provides a positive, supportive and structured environment for the
development and exchange of quality business referrals.

To find out more about joining BNI contact:
Kym Bolton-Hampton | Ph: 027 548 3929

   
 


  
   
  

 
  
   
 
    
  


    
    
 

O F F IT N E S S
FREE WEEK
Call us on 07 880 9088 or check out our website
www.fitzonenz.com or come and see us at 13 Short
Street to claim your free week!

Accountant

CooperAitken Accountants

888 8002

Builder

Begovich Builders

888 4841

Flooring

Flooring Design

880 9493

Gateway/Careers

Matamata College

General Insurance

Aon Insurance Brokers

888 4670

Gym

Fitzone

888 7385

Home Decorators

Guthrie Bowron Matamata

888 8119

Life Insurance

NZ Advice Group

Plumber

Plumb.Co

888 8147

Restaurant & Bar

Redoubt Bar & Eatery

888 8585

Roofing

Prestige Group

Stationers

Paperplus

027 548 3929

0800 230 235

0800 773 313
888 7694

Wishing our community a very Merry
Christmas and happy New Year

GATEWAY
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0800 773 313

www.prestigeroofing.co.nz

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

D

We shared good times!

igging out the most inconspicuous
clothing I had so as not to scare the
ducks, I was looking forward to my annual
Opening Morning excursion with Greg
Ward, our local DOC Ranger back in May.
As we headed off, we made a small pit
stop to Matamata Country Lodge where
after ripping up the stairs and knocking
loudly on his apartment door, I found
Barry Simonsen in his pyjamas. “Come on
old boy” I said, “get your gears on, we’re
off duck shooting!” With a bit of coercion, I
grabbed his jacket, pants, shoes and socks,
threw them on him, assured his wife
Margaret we’d have him home in time for
lunch and headed for the ute. This, I told
him, was a non-negotiable field trip!
Arriving at the King’s farm, Barry’s old
stomping ground, Greg went in first and
explained to the boys that he’d brought
a new ranger with him and that he was

a pretty serious sort of chap, so they had
better behave. He reckoned he’d never
seen the lads move so fast, giving the
mai mai a quick once over, lining up the
licenses and hiding the ‘dishes’. Barry and
I then followed - which was the beginning
of handshakes, a solid pat on the back,
lots of laughs and some pretty hardcase
memories! “So, how’s it been?” Simmo
asked. “Well,” said Mark, “we’ve only shot
one duck but boy, we scared the s**t out of
another. It’s been the worst morning I can
remember - no monster mix, no chocolate
and no bloody ducks!”
We had the best morning ever and
although he was clearly “buggered”,
Simmo had an awesome time too. It was
with great sadness we lost our local legend
just two weeks ago. Rest in peace Simmo,
it was a pleasure to know you and you’ll
never be forgotten!  Caron Stewart.

BEFORE
SUMMER
SETS IN

ABOVE: UMS Celebrated their 25th jubilee
with the signature event – a match between
the UMS legends and UMS sponsors. The
match report that followed, written by
Gerard O’Neil was easily the funniest
editorial of 2021!

AGENT PROFILE

of the month



 years experience

Sam Troughton
Mobile: 027 480 0836
sam.troughton@bayleys.co.nz
With over 20 years’ experience
selling country and lifestyle
properties
Since joining the industry in 2000,
Sam has specialised in selling country
and lifestyle property throughout the
Waikato, focusing in the Matamata
and South Waikato areas.
Sam’s been able to forge trusted and
long-standing relationships with his
real estate clients resulting in
industry
awards,
consistently
achieving top 10% of all agents for
Bayleys nationwide.
A Local Lad, Sam has been involved in
farming all his life, milking cows for
20 years. Sam says “ I have an
appreciation and passion for farming
and
supporting
our
great
community, ”I’m also lucky because I
do something I really enjoy”.

Merry Christmas

from the Bayleys family to yours.

65 Arawa Street | 07 888 8850
Success Realty Ltd, Licensed Under the REAA 2008

www.bayleys.co.nz
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

It was another banger year!
BELOW: Although it seems like ages ago
now, the Matamata College senior ball was
a fantastic night at the casino!

ABOVE: Local legend Robbie Reid and his
wife Julie sent in this fab pic back when we
were experiencing severe flooding in June.
As far as getting the attention of those that
need to know, I reckon it’s a purler (and still
one of the front pages that makes me laugh
most this year!)

ABOVE: Hinuera Bowling Club celebrated
90 years!

ABOVE: It was an exciting day back in
June when children’s show, What Now came
to Matamata and filmed live to television!
Several local kids enjoyed their short claim
to fame!

ABOVE: Michelle Atkinson, New Zealand
Inner Wheel president, was delighted to
award Sandra Hunter with an Honoured
Active badge at Matamata’s 40th
anniversary event. Matamata president,
Vera Farmilo (left), is pictured with Sandra
and Michelle following the emotional
presentation.

RIGHT: The What Now filming day was a
load of fun with almost a dozen activities
set up for local kids and was filmed with
crossovers to live screening! The weather
was horrendous, the games were messy but,
oh, it was awesome!

2022 TERM START DATES
TUESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2022

School buses start running

Year 9 and all new
students to College begin

WEDNESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2022

St Joseph's

THURSDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2022

Hinuera School
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Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 begin

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Cool happenings, community inclusion...
RIGHT: Matamata Ski Club celebrated
65 years in August! Did you know anyone
is welcome to book the ski lodge any time
of year? Whether its hitting the slopes in
the winter or the lakes in the summer –
David Trower will be happy to sort you
out and can be contacted at bookings@
matamataski.co.nz

ABOVE: The beautiful Te Oranga O Te Hapori seat installed in July at Swap Park was
designed by Te Rau Aroha Kohanga Reo and created from recycled plastic.
LEFT: For Ny Chan and Tien Chung,
success doesn’t get any better than being
recognised with a national award. Their
mince and cheese pie won gold at the
prestigious Bakels New Zealand Supreme
Pie Awards. Yep, Matamata’s famous for
more than it’s horses and hobbits!
RIGHT: Matamata Fishing Club held it’s
30 year celebration at the new Pepper St
Kitchen – a great night and amazing venue!
Pictured cutting the celebratory cake
are president Chris Bungard, patron Bob
Bevege, and past patrons Cliff Hazelton
and Neil Dalton. At the celebration, Chris
was also acknowledged as the founder of
the club with a special presentation of a
framed collage of photographs over the
years signed by all the current members!
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Noble & Lee Twilight Race Meeting

THURSDAY 23rd DECEMBER 2021
PLEASE NOTE: We operate as a vaccination only venue. You will be
required to present your vaccination passport on entry.

Racing with Dennis Ryan...

P

Ballymore double caps a busy and rewarding week

am Gerard spoke for all her colleagues when
explaining what was behind a winning double that
capped a rewarding week on Saturday.
“Hard work,” said the Matamata-based training partner
of Ballymore Stables principal Mike Moroney after Sassy
Merlot had made it four wins across three days of racing
at Hastings, Tauranga and Te Rapa. “This is what any of us
hope for after putting in the hard yards. In fairness there’s
more to it than just that. The better tracks just lately have
been something we’ve been waiting for and it’s also a big
help to get some decent draws.”
Pam’s reference to putting in the hard yards resonates
with every trainer, stablehand, trackwork rider and
anyone else at racing’s coalface. Pot luck might take you
part of the way, but nothing beats the long hours and
planning required for any successful training operation.
Last week’s racing action began for Pam at Hastings on
Wednesday, where Ocean Park filly Myrtle Creek showed
ringcraft beyond her two-start career, pushing between
runners for a win that suggests a bright future. Friday at
Tauranga and it was the turn of another three-year-old
filly, Let’s Say Grace, to promote her summer prospects
with an impressive debut performance. This was no
ordinary win after Let’s Say Grace settled last in the
running and when eased into the clear at the top of the
straight by rider Michael McNab, charging home to win
easily.

Michael was also in the saddle for Ballymore’s next win,
early in the programme at Te Rapa on Saturday, when
Tevere took her record to three wins from six starts with
another classy effort. Like Let’s Say Grace, Tevere is raced
by her breeder Gordon Cunningham, who three years ago
put a filly by the name of Tofane with Ballymore and sold
her to Australian-based stable clients after an early trial
win. Tofane has since become a triple Group One winner
with stake-earnings of more than $3 million.
Saturday’s Te Rapa double was completed by Sassy
Merlot, who took her record to two wins from four
starts with an all-the-way victory over fellow Matamatatrained Isla Jay and Karman Line. The Ballymore Stables
run didn’t continue with their two remaining Te Rapa
starters, Harlech and On the Rocks, in the Gr. 1 Captain
Cook Stakes. They ended up back in the rear in the
1600-metre feature and Harlech did well to wind up in
fifth place.
Matamata horses had to play second fiddle in Saturday’s
headline races to those from Cambridge, in particular
members of the Roger James/Robert Wellwood stable,
who won the Captain Cook Stakes, Cal Isuzu Stakes and
Waikato Cup in a day to remember. All the same, the
Jamie Richards-trained Prise De Fer and Tiptronic from
the Graham Richardson/Rogan Norvall team, finished
second and third in the Captain Cook, while Prise De Fer’s
stablemate Taviarma put up a big debut effort for second

Merry
Christmas
and a happy
new year
TONY WEATHERLEY
07 888 9495 | 022 639 1428
tony@iconicelectrical.co.nz

in the Gr. 2 Wakefield Challenge Stakes.
The result of that race was a case of divided loyalties
for one member of the Te Akau complement. The
winner, Awapuni filly Wolverine, is part-owned by ,
Jamie Richards’ assistant trainer Sam Bergerson, whose
father Roydon trains the daughter of Tivaci. Wolverine is
now the favourite to end the Te Akau monopoly on New
Zealand’s richest two-year-old race, the Karaka Million at
Ellerslie in late January.
It’s not often that Matamata’s most potent stable goes
home empty-handed from a major race meeting, but the
weekend did produce one big result when Te Akau Stud
home-bred Belle En Rouge won the Gr. 3 Eulogy Stakes
at Awapuni. At her previous start the daughter of former
Te Akau speedster Burgundy had finished third behind
stablemates The Perfect Pink and Shepherd’s Delight
in the Gr. 1 New Zealand 1000 Guineas. With stable
apprentice Joe Kamaruddin riding with the confidence
of an old hand on the way to his first black-type success,
Belle En Rouge was a dominant winner.
Christmas is just around the corner and I’ll sign off
2021 by wishing you all an enjoyable festive season
with a reminder that you can kick it all off by attending
the Matamata Racing Club’s ever-popular twilight race
meeting on Thursday week, December 23. Under Orange
Covid protocols the gates will be open, just so long as you
can produce a vaccination passport at the checkpoint. 

South
Waikato
Garage
Doors

For ALL your garage door and automatic opener needs
Reputable products • Local knowledge
Great advice • Professional service “guaranteed”
Our last day for the year will be December 24th and
we'll reopen on Monday January 17th, 2022

07 888 8715 | 07 886 8412 | 027 4960 715 | enquiry@swgd.co.nz

Merry Christmas Matamata
Our workshop will close for the year at midday on

Friday 24th December 2021 • Reopening Monday 10th January 2022
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our clients and customers for their support this year and
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe, prosperous New Year.

Remember we can take care of all your Auto Trimming, Upholstery and Embroidery needs
Boat Covers • Awnings • Shade Sails • All Vehicle Trimming - old and new
Carpet Binding Upholstery • Truck Tonneau • Trailer and Crate Covers • Motorbike and Truck Seats

152 Broadway Matamata • 07 888 5484 • autotrimmers@xtra.co.nz
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Racing with Dennis Ryan...

S

Probabeel steals the show in
annual awards round

tar Matamata racemare Probabeel’s
outstanding achievements during the
2020-21 season have garnered further
kudos in the announcements for local and
national awards.
For the second year running, Covid
restrictions forced the New Zealand
Thoroughbred
Racing
Awards,
traditionally the glamour finale to the
past season, to be conducted in a virtual
format. The Jamie Richards-trained
daughter of champion sire Savabeel was
the show-stealer, taking the Champion
Sprinter-Miler title as well as the premier
Horse of the Year award.
Those were replicated in the Matamata
Racing Club annual awards round, with
Probabeel claiming the J. W. McAnnalley
Memorial
Champion
Sprinter-Miler
trophy as well as being named 2020-2021
Matamata Horse of the Year. Although
overshadowed by her stablemate, Melody
Belle, the winner of the two previous New
Zealand and Matamata Horse of the Year
titles, also collected further accolades
as the New Zealand Champion MiddleDistance Horse and D. W. Moss Champion
Stayer on the Matamata awards list.
As a four-year-old last season, Probabeel
won four of her eight Australian starts
headed by the Gr. 1 ATC Epsom Handicap
in Sydney and Gr. 1 MRC Futurity Stakes in
Melbourne as well as another two races at
Group Three level. She had already been a
star at two and three years, becoming the
first horses to complete the Karaka Million
double and winning her first Group One
race, the ATC Surround Stakes in Sydney.
That form has extended into the current
season with a fourth Group One success
in the MRC Caulfield Stakes and she now
has a record of 12 wins from 28 starts and
stakes of $4.5 million, more than 10 times
her $380,000 purchase price when Te
Akau Racing principal David Ellis secured
her from Waikato Stud’s Karaka 2018
yearling draft for Cambridge Stud owners
Brendan and Jo Lindsay.
Melody Belle was an even greater Ellis
bargain buy at Karaka, costing $57,500
on behalf of Fortuna Syndications and last
season becoming the most prolific New
Zealand-trained Group One winner with
14 elite wins and stakes of $4.2 million
before her sale as a broodmare for A$2.6
million. Jamie Richards, the trainer of both
star racemares, was the very predictable

The team at Matamata
Timber & Hardware wish
you all a jolly Christmas
and a safe New Year!

We will close at
5pm on December
23rd and reopen at
7am, January 10th,
2022
Thank you to
everyone for your
loyal support
throughout 2021.

ABOVE: 2020/2021 Matamata Horse of the Year: Probabeel.
winner of the national and local trainers’ The C. C. E. Thompson Champion Owner
titles after an outstanding season. He was award went to DJ Bloodstock, the entity of
also responsible for Sword of State, who Te Akau Racing stalwarts John Elstob and
Milton, Shelley,
scooped the national and local Champion Denise Bassett, whose portfolio includes
Murray, Reece, Tim,
Two-Year-old awards.
Amarelinha, Sword of State, Entriviere
The remaining equine categories on and Imperatriz.
Sean, Nugget and Ant
the Matamata list included the Lance
In the unsung heroes’ brigade, The
O’Sullivan and Andrew Scott-trained New Chairman’s Trackwork Rider trophy
Zealand Derby winner Rocket Spade, who went to Wexford Stables employee
claimed the J. C. Tucker Champion Three- Pratap Singh and the J. B. Christophers
Year-Old trophy, and the Toby Autridge- Strapper/Stablehand award was won
trained Tommyra, who was named T. W. by Erin Riordan, one of the mainstays of
Brown Champion Jumper. The inaugural Karen Fursdon’s Willow Stables. Indian
1 Rewa St, Matamata
recipient of The Patron’s Home Track national Pratap Singh is an example of
Highlight was the Graham Richardson/ an increasingly significant collective of
1 Rewa St, Matamata
Rogan Norvall-trained Bonny Lass on Asian workers in the racing industry and
the strength of her win in Matamata’s without whom, quite frankly, New Zealand
flagship race, the Gr. 2 J Swap Contractor’s racing could not function.
office@matamatatimber.co.nz
Matamata Breeders’ Stakes.
 Dennis Ryan.
The W. L. Tisch Champion Jockey award
went to Craig Grylls, whose 83-win season
included 10 stakes races headed by the
New Zealand Derby, while after a keenlycontested season amongst MatamataKEN WISHES YOU
based apprentices, Tegan Newman
ALL A VERY HAPPY
claimed the Lindsay Family Champion
Apprentice Jockey trophy. With four wins
AND SAFE MERRY
and eight seconds from just 28 rides,
Michael Roustoby took the B. R. Tims
CHRISTMAS
Champion Jumps Jockey title.
In the breeding sector, Waikato
Stud took another D. G. M Benjamin
Champion Breeder award off the back
of an outstanding season headed by
the achievements of champion stallion
Qualified and Registered Mechanic
Savabeel. Horses bred at Waikato Stud
included a trio of 2020-21 Group One
winners by the resident star – Probabeel,
Amarelinha and Mo’unga – as well as NZ
Champion Three-Year-Old Aegon, a son
We look forward to being of service to you in the New Year
of Waikato Stud home-bred Sacred Falls.

07 888 8145

KEN’S SERVICE CENTRE (2001) LTD
07 888 2893 or 021 146 1221
35 Te Poi Road, Matamata

2021 has been a tough and busy year and we’d like to
thank all our clients, sub-contractors and suppliers for
their support and continued commitment to excellence.
Remember, if you’re thinking of building next year, we’re
happy to help! Book a consultation and see how we can
help build your dreams.

The Begovich team
wish everyone a very
merry Christmas
and a prosperous,
successful New Year.

Call Hayden at Begovich Builders for “no hassle” builds
Phone 07 888 4841
Mobile 021 905 682
Email hayden@begovichbuilders.co.nz
www.begovichbuilders.co.nz
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Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Ending the year on a high
S

eason’s Greetings! There’s no better way to
end a tough year than on a high. It’s with
renewed enthusiasm and energy as we head
towards Christmas that I wish you all the best
for the festive season this year.
The previous twelve months have been
very challenging and difficult for many in
our Matamata community, with the obstacles
of COVID-19 restrictions foisted upon us. Now
that these constraints have eased, it is the perfect
opportunity to look forward to the future
and be thankful for the chance to
spend precious time with family
and friends over the Christmas
period.
At this special time of year,
it’s important we take stock
of our many advantages
here in this wonderful
country and celebrate
these. Most of us
can enjoy being
together, whether
at home or away,
and
appreciate
the benefits of our
efforts over this
last year. A special
thanks goes to all
our
hard-working
emergency service staff and
the essential workers who will be
continuing to toil while the rest
of us celebrate the season - a
heartfelt thank you to you all.
While community activities
have been somewhat curtailed

The Citizens Advice Bureau here
in Matamata at Railside by the
Green will be open during
Christmas/New Year
“non stat” holidays period.
Wednesday 29th, Thursday 30th
December, Wednesday 5th,
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th
January 2022 - Hours will be
10am to 1pm.
We are only closed:
December 27,28 and 31
January 3 and 4
Contact you local Citizens
Advice Bureau by email
matamata@cab.org.nz or
calling 07 888 8176

COVID-19 has completely transformed
our world and our country
We have all learnt important lessons whilst
going through the worst pandemic of our lives.
The far-reaching consequences of COVID-19 to
population health and wellbeing are likely to be
felt for many years. While isolation at home was
the biggest challenge for some, others
grappled with how to find enough physical and
mental space to handle a full-time job while
caring for and homeschooling children. People
around the world faced anxieties about their
own health, the health of loved ones and
business shutdowns. Social engagements were
abandoned and Zoom happy hours, Netflix,
cooking, knitting, writing and board games
filled people’s time.

Do appreciate the moment.
We always knew it, but the last year confirmed
it. We are fundamentally social creatures at
heart, relying on each other for support,
motivation, appreciation. For all the challenges
that working from home and home-schooling
provided, we did spend more time together.
COVID-19 placed our focus squarely on family
and loved ones. For all those who have
bemoaned the COVID-19 weight gain, there are
others that have been able to engage in fitness
and wellbeing.
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, people without
access to the internet were already at a
significant disadvantage in terms of seeking job
opportunities, accessing financial support,
ordering online, and connecting with
organisations. The pandemic has dramatically
exacerbated this situation. Many people, for the
first time, have increasingly had to rely on the
internet and digital devices to access support,
get things done and to participate more fully in
society.

7000,000 people here in N.Z. are unable to use
the internet with either computers or smart
phones. Here at the CAB the elderly and the
vulnerable are our concern.
There is a significant digital divide among
50–70 and older, exacerbated by the pandemic,
the latest concern, trying to obtain the new
Vaccine pass.
The digital-only or digital-first approach being
embraced by government agencies is
excluding some of New Zealand’s most
vulnerable people and communities. while
digital services are good for many people, the
current approach is leaving some of the most
vulnerable members of our community behind,
further entrenching disadvantage
Digital exclusion was a known issue for New
Zealand, but COVID-19 revealed the scale in
terms of the number of households without
devices or connections. Affordability of devices
and connections was, and remains, a barrier to
digital inclusion.
Our CAB Policy “Leave no-one behind” will
ensure that steps are taken to address digital
exclusion and that no-one is left behind or left
out because they can’t or don’t wish to engage
online. Public services need to be accessible to
all, here at the CAB we have approached
Government to implement accessibility and
inclusion standards for the delivery of public
services that include offline channels to be part
of all government agencies. Non-digital
channels definitely need to be supported.
There are still many people who don’t want to
use the internet and wish to continue using
non-digital channels.

“In the eyes of children, we find the joy
of Christmas
In their hearts, we find its meaning.”

14 Hetana Street, Matamata
(Railside by the Green)
CAB Chair, Chris Chambers Ph: 07 888 8176 | matamata@cab.org.nz
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especially in the latter half of the year, it has
been my privilege to engage with many of you
at public events and at your businesses, schools,
and recreational events. I always enjoy connecting
with people in the wonderful Waikato Electorate
and I’m looking forward to doing more of this in
the New Year.
If you and your family are heading to other
regions this summer, please take care driving
on our roads and arrive safely together. If you’re
staying home here in our own beautiful backyard,
take the chance to explore our great outdoors,
visit our landmarks, and experience something
here you haven’t tried before – we have so many
incredible places close to home!
Refresh your batteries this holiday season. It’s
been a trying time and we all need to look after
ourselves and each other when times are tough.
Reach out to those less fortunate if you can, and
give them a hand if you’re able, so more of us here
in Matamata have a wonderful Christmas.
Should you wish to share your views on an issue,
or reach out for my support, please feel welcome
to contact my team in the centrally located
Morrinsville office on 0800 GET TIM (0800 438
846) or email Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.
govt.nz.
Please note the office will be closed on Friday
24 December 2021 and reopens on Wednesday 5
January 2022.
I’ll be regularly in all the communities around
the electorate in the New Year and look forward to
connecting with you.
From me and my family, to you and yours, all the
very best for the holiday season and for a safe and
much more positive 2022!
 Tim van de Molen.

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas
and a fantastic 2022!
Tim van de Molen MP for Waikato
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846)
TimvandeMolenWaikato
TimvandeMolen
Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.nz

Authorised by Tim van de Molen MP, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9

TOYS

SOMETHING GIFT CARDS
FOR
EVERYONE
BOOKS

GIFTS

85 Broadway, Matamata Phone: 07 888 7694

Merry Christmas and a safe New Year to all our clients!
It’s been a challenging year, but thank you
for your continued support!

• See instore for our range of
pet Christmas gifts

• We’ll have an on-call Vet
available throughout the festive
season

P 07 888 5555 | 0508 KAIMAI VETS | 4 Tainui Street | Matamata

Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Gala Dinner a must for your calendar

A

new event has been added to the
community’s social calendar, with
the Matamata Community Gala Dinner set
for the Matamata-Piako Civic and Merial
Centre on Saturday March 5, 2022. In
what’s being billed as an evening of music
and comedy, the Matamata Community
Gala Dinner, doubles as a fundraiser that
will benefit the Pohlen Foundation Trust
and Matamata Swifts AFC.

The event’s entertainment is headlined
by comedian and impressionist, Simon
McKinney, (pictured bottom left). Simon
is New Zealand’s number one stand up
character impressionist and a much
sought-after MC for both live and corporate
performances. He has travelled the world,
performed at Edinburgh Festivals, across
the UK, in the USA, around the Pacific,
Asia, Antarctica, and even for the troops in
Afghanistan.
Music will be provided by the Elton John
Tribute Band and Abbey Road Beatles
Tribute Show, so there’s bound to be more
than a few tunes to suit most people’s
tastes. A sports and entertainment charity
auction will also be part of the mix on what
promises to be an evening full of variety.
Faced with raising significant funds
to install new training lights at the
Matamata Domain, the Swifts decided to
try something a little different. “The Gala
Dinner idea came up as a way to help raise
the money we need to achieve such a bigticket project,” explains Swifts President,

Dwayne Barlow. “Once we settled on the
idea, we figured it had the potential to be
an event that can bring our community
together in a really fun way. Hopefully it’s
something that can go on to become an
annual highlight.
“Having the Pohlen Foundation Trust
on board as a charity that can also benefit
from this event is a way we can give back
to the community in multiple ways. Not
only will the Domain evolve into a facility

more groups than just football can enjoy,
but we can also contribute to Pohlen
Hospital, which is one of Matamata’s most
vital resources.”
 Tickets for the Matamata Community
Gala Dinner are now on sale and
can be purchased online at https://
matamataswifts.com/gala-dinner/
People wanting more information can
contact Dwayne Barlow at dwayne@
dbmm.co.nz

Beautiful cats in need of
loving homes

With kitten season in full swing, the cats find themselves left out, as kittens seem to be
the favourite. These two stunning greys would make the perfect addition to any
family. The female adores hanging with kittens. She was left with young kittens and,
after being de-sexed, she now loves them all! She would be happy even finding her
new home with a kitten! She’s approximately two years old and is affectionate and
lovng. Our grey male is also affectionate and loving. As an attention seeker, he would
be better as an only cat. He’s a big boy and approximately two to three years old.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Most of all, enjoy your well-earned
break with family and be safe in all you do. All the best for 2022, Trevor.

All our furry friends have been desexed,
vaccinated and flea’d,
All viewings and enquiries welcomed

TREVOR KENNY
M 021 791 643 | trevor.kenny@pggwrightson.co.nz

www.pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008

Helping grow the country
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Wishing our community a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
Walton Ladies

The final two Nine Hole tournaments
of the year were held on the same day
so the contingent of Walton Reps opted
into either the Te Aroha or Hukanui
Christmas events. Nine players chose to
attend Te Aroha and all came home with
prizes with most featuring at the top of
the leaderboard. The premier prize of a
Christmas Ham Best Nett, was won by
Ivy Radcliffe, then stableford 2nd Surita
Heyden, 3rd Bev King, 4th Sheryl Mather,
8th Joanne Williams, 9th Trish Baigent,
11th Colleen Butler. At Hukanui, the two
Walton entrants both won Stableford
prizes Fiona Pickett 5th and Carolyn
Osborne 10th. There were five Ladies
Nine Hole players entered in the Walton
Members Only Christmas Tournament and
they competed well against experienced
18 hole players. Coming out on top of the
field with Best Nett of the day was Nine
Holer Surita Heyden with a score of 66.

Walton Ladies 18 Hole

Our Golfer of the Year title was bestowed
on the woman who well deserved this
mantle for the time and effort she puts
into on-course and off-course in the name
of golf and Walton Golf Club. Di Ho Ho Ho
Sweeney stands tall on her sprigs, welding
her favourite number 3 wood in our eyes.
Runner up was Carol Mahon, waiting
patiently under the mistletoe, who also
does her darndest not only for her own
golf pleasure, but for the good of our club.
Best Nett score for the year went to Gill
Santa Baby Higgs with a smart 62 on a day
when all the stars were aligned and our
Golfer of the Year Girl Di had Gross all tied
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up with a red bow at 77. We had running
in conjunction with this competition, our
Closed Xmas Tournament where the whole
club including our wonderful 9 holers (so
social and so supportive and so purple)
and the men (under strict supervision
and guidance) vied for a substantial hoard
of hams that weighed heavy on the prize
table. Out of the women: Surita Heyden,
LeeAnne Pitcon and Deb Ring are all set
for Christmas and now only require a
honey-mustard marinade with pineapple
rings, to enhance their prize hams.

Walton Vets Golf

Walton held their Waikato District
Vets tournament on Wednesday with
82 starters, playing under the covid
restrictions. 23 players played to their
handicap or better. Results: 42 stableford
- Michael Eade, Tieke, ( 41) Phil Moore,
Okoroire, (40) Rene Rutten, Walton,
(39), Bruce Marsden, Matamata, Brian
Goodwin, Walton, Phil McKoy, Walton,
(38), Basil Cody, Okoroire, Reina Mellar,
Tirau, (37) Jenny Kelsen, Tirau, Robin
Blake, Waikare, Peter Davidson, Walton,
Cam Fleming, Morrinsville, Graeme Hill,
Te Aroha, Neil McLean, Hukanui, Tony
Broadbent, Cambridge, (36) Don Sharp,
Walton, Richard Millar, Morrinsville,
Graham Higgs, Walton, Mihi Yates, Walton,
Myke Dearnley, Te Aroha, Geoff Hicks,
Cambridge, Malcolm White, Matamata,
Elia Levi, Hukanui.
RIGHT: 2021 Walton 9 Hole Golf
Prizewinners L-R; Fiona Pickett, Pauline
Ross, Irene Gubb, Carolyn Osborne, Sue
Rea, Ivy Radcliffe, Alison Mitchell, Joanne
Williams, Rachel Looijen.

Walton Ladies 9 Hole Prizegiving

Spirits were high in the Walton Nine
Hole Golf Group on the day out for their
End of Year Prizegiving. First stop was a
round of golf at Matamata Golf Club where
24 Walton Nine Hole golfers enjoyed
the steady roll of the ball on the wellgroomed fairways. All the purple shirts
then gathered at one of the sponsors
- Osteria de Gino - for a very enjoyable
lunch, followed by the announcement
of the overall prizewinners for 2021
competition. Each winner was presented
with a voucher from a 9 Hole sponsor Super Liquor, Gifted, Wild Rose, Mitre 10
and Paper Plus.
Gross - 1st Fiona Pickett, 2nd Carolyn
Osborne. Nett - 1st= Joanne Williams and
Ivy Radcliffe, 2nd Sue Rea. Stableford 1st Carolyn Osborne, 2nd Fiona Pickett.
Putting 1st Carolyn Osborne, 2nd Fiona
Pickett. Most Pars - Carolyn Osborne.
Most Birdies – jointly shared by Cathie
Stevenson and Fiona Pickett. Most Eagles
- Sue Rea. The Fairhall Trophy for Most
Improved Golfer - Sue Rea. LGU Medal
(best 4 rounds) Irene Gubb with -10.4.
Sue Bunt Salver Waikato winner - Irene

Gubb. (5th= across New Zealand). Walton
Tournament Highest Stableford Trophy
Division One - Rachel Looijen. Division
Two - Pauline Ross. Handicap Matchplay
- Handicap Champion - Alison Mitchell,
runner-up Hannah Sutherland. Plate
Winner – Marie Kernot. Matchplay Club
Championships - Silver Championship
Trophy Winner – Fiona Pickett, runnerup Rachel Looijen. Unfortunately the
2021 Waikato Regional Champion of
Champions competition was cancelled
as the Hamilton area was in lockdown,
so Fiona was unable to defend her title
as 2020 Waikato Champion and the Liz
Franklin trophy. Bronze Championship
Winner – Sue Rea, runner-up – Alison
Mitchell. Silver Plate winner – Carolyn
Osborne. Bronze Plate Winner – Sheryl
Mather.
The next date on the 9H competition
calendar is the start of the 2022 season,
with Opening Fun Day on Monday 14
February. New members are welcome to
join in the fun and enjoy the chance to be
active in the outdoors with enthusiastic
and supportive women.

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

S

Student leaders
back stadium

tudent leaders at Matamata College
are genuinely excited by the prospect
of the school hosting the proposed indoor
sports and recreation hub. “It is incredibly
positive for the community,” says this
year’s Head Boy and Girl, Ben PilmoreEvans and Casey Jones.
They say the multi-purpose facility,
to be built on college grounds, will be a
“good bridge” between the college and
wider community. Ben and Casey also see
the hub as a link with nearby Matamata
Intermediate and Firth Primary School.
Matamata College has two ageing indoor
sports facilities which Ben and Casey say
are simply “not up to code”. “They are
really just good for PE (physical education)
classes or training.”
Casey, herself a volleyball player, says
the college can’t host games as the Bradley
Gym roof is too low. “There’s also not as
much room as you need behind the courts
for a running serve.”
Matamata College has junior/senior/
boys/girls volleyball teams, with players
regularly featuring in Waikato secondary
schools and national representative sides
Basketball has also grown in popularity
at the college in recent years, while
badminton and indoor netball are other
likely users of the new hub.
Given Matamata’s central position in
between Hamilton and Tauranga, Casey
says the new hub could host regional
sports tournaments. This has already
happened with the Astroturf hockey field
at the college. Ben says the hub would also

“open up opportunities” for new sports to
become part of the college programme.
Lacrosse is an example of an outdoor
sport which has become popular at the
college in recent years. Ben and Casey
say every year the college has promising
sportspeople who often have to travel out
of town to train and play. “This is a barrier
for those that struggle to afford it.”
They also believe that the hub will “keep
more students here” rather than attending
secondary schools in other areas with
better indoor sports facilities. While both
are heading to university next year, both
recognise the importance of the hub for
future generations.
The two-court facility, off Station Rd, will
cost around $7 million to build. The aim is
to commence construction in the summer
of 2022-2023, with completion in mid2023. Along with the two indoor courts,
the hub will also include a multi-purpose
room and viewing lounge. Use will be
split 70 per cent community and 30 per
cent schools. The facility will be owned by
council and managed by a charitable trust
including representatives from Matamata
Futures, Sport Waikato, iwi, council and
the wider community. A professional
sports manager will run the operation on a
day-to-day basis. For further information,
including
progress
reports
and
sponsorship opportunities, check out the
project website: www.matamatastadium.
co.nz and follow Matamata Indoor Sports
& Recreation Hub on Facebook, Instagram
and LinkedIn. Steve Edwards.

T

RSA Drawn Pairs

he RSA Drawn Pairs Ham Tournament
was played on Sunday 5th December.
Club doors opened at 10am with play
commencing soon after. Members came
along in support and, along with the
players, enjoyed a lunch of fish and chips
midway through the competition.

There were some very close games
played, but it was always in good spirit.
The winners were Gary Jeffcoat and
Dennis Greaves who each won a ham.
Runners up were Ian Young and Shane
Davis who won a half ham each.

2022 Ambrose Series
THE
CHALLENGE
Tee off every Thursday from
January 27 to March 3 between
4 and 6pm at
Walton Golf Course.
Non golfers are welcome - it’s a fun, social 9 hole
Ambrose format where teams of four players (up to
six can be registered) must include at least one non
golfer or lady. Handicaps are averaged and adjusted
according to weekly team performances - maximum
men’s handicap of 24, and women’s of 36.

Weekly team prizes • Bar tabs drawn each night
• Major prizes drawn each week night
• $20 fee to entre a team, payable on
entry to secure a position
• $ 5 per player per night
• Numbers strictly limited so ﬁrst in ﬁrst served
Prizegiving and social time • full cash bar available • meals avaliable

ABOVE: Ben Pilmore-Evans and Casey Jones can’t wait to see the Matamata Indoor
Sports & Recreation Hub become a reality.

Entry forms available at Challenge Matamata,
Walton Golf Club or contact Leeanne at 078888116 extn 3.
challenge@matamata.co.nz
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Proudly supported by

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Tis the season to be jolly... tra la la la la... la la la...

Welcoming our little locals

WE ARE
TAKING A
BREAK
It’s been another toughie this year
but, thanks to all the amazing
local businesses who continued to
support us, we made it!
Our office will be closed from
5pm Tuesday 14th December
and will re-open on Monday
17th January.

ABOVE: Welcoming Stanley James Henare
Vaimoso to his very proud parents and big
brother Toa! Born on October 21, Stanley
weighed 8lb 14oz.

Until next time, be good, be kind
and be careful, and we will see you
round like a Christmas pud!

Caron, Milly & Molly

ABOVE: Kawa Rachel Gillet was born on
November 27. A baby sister for Zina and
Ritihia, Kawa weighed 7lb.

E OUT
U
S
S
I
NEXT ARY 2022
U
25 JAN

TOP CENTRE: Little Ryder was born on
October 24 and weighed 10lb 3oz.
TOP RIGHT: Adam, Hailey and Emma are
excited to announce the arrival of Lachlan
Adam Foote. Born on November 13 Lachlan
weighed 3250g.
RIGHT: Jorden and Andrina are proud to
announce the safe arrival of their daughter
Peyton Kathleen Allen. Born on November
27, Peyton weighed 10lb 2oz.

ABOVE: Brayden and Louise welcomed
their daughter Peyton Mae Campbell to the
world on November 28. Peyton weighed 8lb
4oz.
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DEATH NOTICE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS

CLOTHIER: Henry
1/02/1946 - 11/11/2021

Shelley Usmar

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS,
Zips/Hems and repairs.
Phone Carol on 07 888
9303 or 027 292 2189.

Shelley’s family would like to thank everyone for
their care and love during this trying time. The
cards, baking, flowers, messages and visits have
been appreciated more than you could know.
Please accept this as a personal
acknowledgement as we navigate our
lives without our precious wife, mother,
grandmother and friend.
Sincerely, Ted and family.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

A celebration of Henry’s life
and achievements will be
held at the Matamata
Memorial Centre, Tainui
Street, Matamata on Monday
20th December at 1.30pm.
All participants must show
their Covid vaccine pass as
per
the
Government
regulation please. Face
coverings are encouraged.

COLLEEN MARIE HEDGE
The Hedge family wish to thank everyone for the
cards, baking, calls, ﬂowers and who attended
Colleen’s funeral.
Thank you Matmata Country Lodge for the care of
Colleen during her short stay. Extra big thanks to
Annie Christian for letting the family have so much
involvement in Colleen’s last big hooray.
Reunited with the love of her life.

DEATH NOTICE
LENGGENHAGER: Jakob
03.11.1930 - 8.12.2021
Peacefully at Matamata
Country
Lodge.
Loved
husband of the late Lydia,
loved father of Christine and
Bruce Rudge, Markus and
Rahel, Kathy and Brett.
Loved Grossvater to Louie
and Simone, Karl and
Lili-Joy. Loved brother of
Klara
and
Emma
in
Switzerland.
A
private
cremation for Jackob has
been held. A memorial
service to celebrate Jakob’s
life will be held at the Union
Parish Church, Matamata on
Tuesday 14th December at
1.30pm. Vaccine passes will
be required please. In lieu of
flowers donations to the
Centennial Drive would be
appreciated and may be left
at the service. Messages to
Kathy Lenggenhager, 882
Tower Road, Matamata
3471.

IN MEMORIAM

Joan Louise
Moles


 
  
 

   
   
   

I miss you so
much, Ron.

PUBLIC NOTICES
LOST AND FOUND

Have you seen
Sylvia?

Sylvia went missing on
October 20 from Bridie
Ave in Matamata and her
family are devastated.
She is described as a
small grey, long haired,
fluffy and very friendly
girl.
Sylvia
is
microchipped
and
registered at Matamata
Veterinary Services. She
doesn’t have a collar
(because she’s so fluffy,
and is three years old.

If you have seen her,
please phone or text
027 840 2200.

Thoughts from the Bible...

A Christmas poem

On the first Christmas Eve
The shepherds saw bright light
Flashing all around
Among the stars so bright
And angel voices sang
Of a baby sweet and dear
Who had been born that night
In a stable somewhere near
For he was someone special
God’s only begotten son
Sent to pay the price
For the wrong things
We have done.
The everlasting light has come
The light of Christ divine
A blessed gift from God above
To light your life and mine.
- Lalla Loeffen
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WORK WANTED

WORK WANTED

]� stl
��d�
�

cleoners

The Window Cleaners,
residential and commercial.
Glass and joinery cleaning.
Phone Jane for a quote on
021 857 851
Locally owned and operated
with a smile

FOR SALE
FREE to give, free to take.
Used plant pots/punnets.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.
HOUSE PLANTS Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
GLUTEN
FREE
Beef
sausages available now at
Meat Company, Broadway
Matamata.
WOMEN SHOULD not have
children after 35. Really, 35
children are enough

TREE LUCERNE packs
only
$3.95.
Attracts
native pigeon and bees
to your property. Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
SELECT from our area
of shrubs marked at
only 1/2 price. Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
AVOCADO plants, Hass.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.
IT’S ALMOST THAT time of
year when other women
look cute in their flannel
shirts – and I look like I’ve
misplaced my axe.
WHEN PEOPLE say “I love
the smell of books” I want
to pull them aside and ask
them if they know how
reading actually works?

WHAT’S THE difference
between ignorance and
apathy? I don’t know and I
don’t care.
BIRD FEEDERS, great
selection. Kaimai Garden
Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
POND PLANTS plentiful.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.

SEED Potatoes, Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.

PET FOOD!

Approx 20 hours per
week. Some weekend
work involved.
Star�ng January 2022.
Applicant must show
evidence of double
vaccina�on.
Apply with C.V to
Broadway Motel Oﬃce

We have premium
raw pet mince
from only

5 .95

$

per kg

STORAGE

FOR SALE

SITUATIONS VACANT

CLEANER
REQUIRED

MATAMATA SELF
STORAGE

Hassle free storage – here
when you need us.
Completely accessible,
secure, pest controlled
multi sized units.
Ph 07 888 7137.

I SAID TO the baker, “How
come all your cakes are
50c and that one is $1?”
He said “That’s Madeira
cake.”
MY MATE WAS was telling
me he failed his exam in
Aboriginal music. I said
“Didja redo it?”

SUNNYPARK
STORAGE
Long or short term
storage options
House lots, furniture,
document storage.

Ph: 0274 753 478
STORAGE short or long
term. Houselots + + +
Sunnypark Storage. Ph:
0274 753 478.
VEHICLES indoor covered
vehicle storage AVAILABLE
NOW! Long term at
Sunny Park Storage Ph
0274753478.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Windscreen & Glass Repairer

Instant Glass & Glazing is a locally owned business with
branches in Matamata, Morrinsville and Te Awamutu.
We are seeking to employ a windscreen and glass repairer
for our Matamata branch who can happily work in either a
team environment or in a sole charge position.
Experience not necessarily required for this position as full
training will be given to the successful applicant.
We replace windscreens on all types of automotive
vehicles.
Hours of work are Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm.
No weekend or call out work.
The successful applicant must be well presented, honest,
show initiative, have pride in their work and hold a NZ
drivers license.
Please contact us on either 07 889 0007 or email
rmg1998ltd@gmail.com

SITUATIONS VACANT

Broadway, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8957

SITUATIONS VACANT

Experienced Livestock Driver

Class 4 Driver

We have a position available for a Class 4 driver to drive our
Fuso Dropsider/Livestock truck. If you have a rural
background and are keen on machinery, willing to learn
and have a passion for our industry then this is for you.
There will also be the opportunity to progress through to a
class 5 licence, and into newer, more modern gear if
desired. This role involves a lot of variety, with the cartage
of metal, sand, fertiliser, bales and livestock. As well as
maize and grass silage in the seasons. Weekend work will
be rostered. Every 2nd weekend off, with 1 day off every
other weekend. This truck mainly does all of our local rural
duties, in the greater Waikato area.
Key points for this role:
• Is fit, keen and willing to listen and learn
• Be well presented
• Can look after and maintain your truck to a high
standard
• To be able to follow instructions but also be able to use
initiative and common sense when the need arises
• Be clean and respectful of equipment
• Be self motivated
• To be able to work well under pressure
• Be physically fit and able to carry out the rigors of a full
day and week of associated duties
To apply, please send a CV through to us at:
laurentcontractors@gmail.com

Laurent Contractors is looking for an experienced
Livestock Driver to join our team. Majority of your work will
be based around the wider Waikato/BOP region, expanding to anywhere in the North Island on occasions.
Key points for this role:
• Must have a minimum of Class 4 licence. There is the
opportunity to train and progress through to Class 5 for
the right applicant.
• Must be able to work well under pressure
• Must be flexible and able to work and stay away from
home on short notice, and work weekends when the
need arises. Weekend work will be rostered. Every 2nd
weekend off, with 1 day off every other weekend.
• Be clean and respectful of equipment
• Be self motivated
• Have a pleasant mannerism
• Be physically fit and able to carry out the rigors of a full
day and week of associated activities
• Be able to follow instructions but also be able to use
initiative and common sense when the need arises
• Have a good understanding of basic health and safety,
and also animal welfare
• Ensure all livestock carted is loaded with the greatest
care and arrives at its destination safely
If you have the necessary skills and experience for this
role and would like to continue to develop your career
in transport, please apply in confidence with a current
CV and cover letter.
Applications to be emailed to:
laurentcontractors@gmail.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
VENETIAN
BLINDS KEY CUTTING Biggest
Cleaning & repair. Guthrie selection. Guthrie Bowron,
Bowron, Matamata, 17 Matamata. 17 Arawa
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.
Street. Ph 888 8119.

MATAMATA BRIDGE CLUB

ThanK yOu!

ON CHRISTMAS DAY we
would love to deliver your
Christmas Dinner whether
you are on your own, or
have a family. To register,
call Sue 07 888 9400 or
Margaret 07 880 9999
today!
DO I LOSE when the police
officer says “papers” and I
say “scissors?”

To everyone who grabbed a bargain at our
recent garage sales, we managed to raise over
$5,000 towards our $20k roof restoration
project!
To those who donated their goods,
time and effort we are
truly grateful.

AGM

JUST BEEN TOLD the
clocks go back this month.
I’m buggered if I can
remember where I got
mine from.

Judith Howard,
Club President

PUBLIC NOTICS

HINUERA HALL

PUBLIC NOTICES
CURTAIN
CLEANING
Drapes, Roman blinds.
Removes mildew. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.

Christmas Dinner
Matamata Community

Delivered with love right to your door

Thursday 16th
December | 7pm
Hinuera Hall

Due to uncertainty around Covid
19 Alert Levels, a new format has
been introduced this year.

ALL
WELCOME

Your Christmas Dinner will still
include all the trimmings - but
will be delivered to your door by
our wonderful volunteers!

Matmata Historical
Society

Book Fair Raffle winners:

There is no cost but
registrations are essential.

1. Janine Hickson
Lazy Susan
2. Susan Thomas
Coffee Table
3. Barb Drysdale
Groceries
4. Clive
Bird Feeder

To register, phone:
Sue: 07 888 9400
or Margaret: 07 880 9999

Thanks for your support!

PUBLIC NOTICES

STORAGE
PUBLIC
NOTICES
FREE
Sexual
abuse
counselling in Matamata,
Monday - Friday, also
general counselling with
cost negotiated at first
visit. Contact Lynn on
021 267 8682. MNZAC,
ACC Sensitive Claims
Counsellor.
PUBLIC NOTICES

PRESCRIPTIONS

ALL orders for prescriptions MUST be
made BEFORE Friday 17th December
if you need your medication before
Christmas.
Prescriptions can be ordered through:
ManageMyHealth or you can email us at:
repeatrx@matmed.co.nz.
All enquiries to: reception@matmed.co.nz

Rotary Club of Matamata

Christmas Trees

   


   
  
  
  
   

 
  


PUBLIC NOTICES

2020/21 Annual Report

PUBLIC NOTICES

In accordance with the Local Government Act
2002 Council is pleased to present the
2020/21 Annual Report.

WALTON GOLF CLUB

The Annual Report gives you a snapshot of our
financial and non-financial performance and
projects from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.

2022 NEW YEAR GOLF TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY 1 JANUARY 2022
Covid Vaccine Pass required for entry
Gross, Nett and Stableford Competitions
$30 entry fee
Tee Times 9.00am – 10.30am
To register, contact Barry: 021 024 76226
or Kingo: 07 888 8318
THANKS TO OUR TOURNAMENT SPONSORS:

The Annual Report and Annual Report summary
can both be viewed at your local council office or
library, or you can download these documents on
our website www.mpdc.govt.nz.
D J McLeod
Chief Executive Officer

M10381

HOUSE WANTED
WANTING TO BUY a two
bedroom unit or stand
alone home with garage in
Matamata. Ph 880 9446 or
0272 453 239.
PUBLIC NOTICES

Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz

ADVICE

AUTO ELECTRICAL

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BUILDERS

Matamata Citizen’s Advice Bureau
is confidential, impartial and free!
41a Hetana St,
Matamata
Railside By the Green
Ph: 07 888 8176
matamata@cab.org.nz

07 888 5023 · 144 Broadway, Matamata
vehicle servicing · electrical repairs
WOF · air conditioning service
authorised Isuzu parts & service dealer

APPLIANCES

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BUILDERS

NOW DOING

Ltd

In home service and
repairs for all your
whiteware and home
appliances

Workshop drop off repairs available by
arrangement.
Call 07 888 4910 or text 021 302 840
Email: service@cleaverappliances.co.nz

ARBORIST

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

AUTOTRIMMERS

BUILDERS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BRICKLAYERS

BUILDERS

Your local qualified & friendly Arborist
Don’t climb that tree - call me!
24/7

TREE PRUNING
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

Ryan McPherson 027 740 1470
mcphersontreecare@gmail.com

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

For ALL your automotive WOF,
SERVICE and REPAIRS
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Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz

BUILDERS

CONCRETING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

BUILDING SUPPLIES

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

KAIMAI
Nigel Johnson
027 671 2926

FENCING CONTRACTOR

FEN ING
C

Post Driving
Post & Wire
Post & Rails
Cattle Yards
Deer Fencing
Retaining Walls

Mobile: 027 671 2926
202D Tower Road, RD1, Matamata 3471

CARTAGE

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

CLEANING

DECORATORS

ENGINEERING

FENCING

CLEANING

DECORATORS

ENGINEERING

FINANCE

CLEANING

DECORATORS

ENTERTAINMENT

FLOORING

EARTH WORKS

FARMING

FOR HIRE

    
 
 
 
  

Carpet










MATAMATA CLEANING SERVICES
Specialising in carpet cleaning and window
cleaning
Senior discounts available.
Contact your local professional
Phil Metcalfe
Ph: 027 283 0825
chrissie.phil@gmail.com

COMPUTERS

NO FIX,
NO CHARGE!
Since 2001

• Town and country fencing
• Tree and stump removal
Free
• Post and pole augers
Quotes
• Site maintenance
• 5 Tonne tip truck

• New PC’s and Laptops
• Sales and Repair
• Small or medium business IT solutions
• Onsite support – guaranteed service
• Conversions of VHS to CD/DVD
22 Arawa St, Matamata
Mon-Fri: 9am – 5pm
07 888 5930 | 021 028 89558
www.hurricanecomputers.co.nz
Nayan Ahir

Call Raymond | 0274 956 675 | selmans@xtra.co.nz

Ziggy: 021 394 555 | www.betamilking.co.nz

COMPUTERS

ELEVATED WORK PLATFORMS

FARMING
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Personalised Innovative Dairy Solutions

GARAGE DOORS

Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz

GLASS AND JOINERY

PAINTING

PRINTING

SCAFFOLDING

Residential & Commercial Painters
Exterior & interior painting
Plastering & Wallpapering
Dustless Sanding System
Airless spraypainting

WORKING PLATFORMS EDGE PROTECTION MOBILE SCAFFOLD HIRE
STAGE BUILDS
SAFETY NETS
TEMPORARY FENCING

Phone Phillip 07 888 8942
Mobile 027 6061 821

GLAZING AND WINDSCREENS

PANELBEATING

PROPERTY CARE

SECOND HAND

HEAT PUMPS

PANELBEATING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

See us for all your Insurance Repairs
• Panelbeating
• Plastic Welding
• Windscreens
• 24 Hour Towing
& Salvage
23 Waihou Street
07 888 7831

PLASTERING

HEAT PUMPS

Petrina Crosby
The personal
touch in
Property
Management

Free Review Available

Call Now 027 479 1849
Matamata

HYDRAULIC SERVICES

PLUMBING

Licensed Agent REAA 2008

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Experience + Care = Excellence

GIVE US A CALL ABOUT
YOUR HYDRAULIC HOSE
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

www.kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
Contact us on 027 208 8669

Preserve and Protect your Property
with Tailored’s superior storage units

24/7

Contact: 0800 437 088 • admin@tailoredstorage.co.nz
31 Rockford Street, Matamata
www.tailoredstorage.co.nz

027 812 6632 | ma�minky@icloud.com
OSTEOPATH

STORAGE

PLUMBING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

PLUMBING

ROOFING

TRUCK HIRE

PLUMBING

SANDBLASTING

WHEELIE BIN

KAIMAI NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE
WE ARE BACK TO BUSINESS AS USUAL
OSTEOPATH

Alex Reina

BSC Honours Osteopathy ROCNZ, ACC Provider

Available Monday to Friday
79 Arawa St, Matamata I 07 880 9700

PAINTING




 

•   •  
•

    
 

PAINTING

Why spend tens of thousands on a roof
replace when you can book a professional
roof respray at a fraction of the cost!
Also offering Commercial & Residential
interior and exterior painting.

Sam 021 0866 5905
plastersam@gmail.com
www.reecepainting.co.nz
SCENE 14 December, 2021
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J o a n n e M o r g a n AREINZ

Matamata Real Estate

Director/Sales Consultant

Happy Holidays

027 475 6609
joanne@mre.nz

Wi s h i n g y o u a n d y o u r f a m i l y a n e n j o y a b l e f e s t i v e
season.
Should you be looking to buy or sell in the New Year,
please contact the team at Matamata Real Estate.

Merry Christmas!

Best commission rate in town

Stuart Brizzle
021 220 4090
stuart@mre.nz

Julie Pivac
027 288 2884
julie@mre.nz

Licensed REAA 2008

H

Bungey’s fishing report - Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

i and Merry Christmas. I hope you
have some awesome family time
and get to share some of it doing some form
of fishing. As a sport its something you can all do together
and you don’t need any great physical attributes! There
are so many opportunities around our wonderful region
– fresh or salt, get out and give it a go. As a grandad, its so
rewarding to go with the little ones – the smile on their
faces when fighting a fish is priceless.
Around our area the trout fishing has been very good.
Arm yourself with a wee spinning set and a few spinners
and the world is your oyster. All the streams around here
have trout in them, Head out after work for the change of
light rise, I’m sure you’ll be successful.
In the Rotorua area all the lakes are performing quite
well, in particular good old Lake Rotoiti. Local trout guide
down there, Glenn Skinner, has had a very good past few
days. Glenn tells me the jigging is producing some very
nice fish. The best one this week just over 9lb taken on

Vercoe’s Reef on Lake Rotoiti. Two other fish over 6lb he
caught on Lake Rotorua. He caught those on a run from
outside the Airport down to the Ohau Channel.
To the south to the Taupo region and local trout guru,
Rod Dawson, tells me the fishing on the lake is good.
Harling early morning is one of the keys at the moment.
Then, in the heat of the day, get the deeper gear out.
Jigging, down rigging, or at least ten colours of lead line.
Up the rivers, local man Ken Duncan tells me he has been
doing well. Ken tells me the lighter gear with the imitive
flies is the way to go.
Over to the sea and the west coast. Last time we spoke,
I reported it was a bit patchy, mainly due to spawning.
This, according to Dwayde Pinny charter skipper, has
settled down a bit this past week. Dwayde is now loading
up with limit bags with very good consistency. Dwayde is
fishing straight off the bar in about 48m of water. He also
tells me the water clarity and colour is improving every
day and thinks it wont be long before the first marlin is
spotted.

Up to the Coromandel and now that those
tides have dropped off, the fishing has improved
again. Last week the place was noted for a bit
of inconsistency. This can still be there, however with
the fish spawning, they go off the bite a bit. Its worth
mentioning that now there are a few slabby fish about so
be prepared to let the odd one go for another day. They
don’t eat that well when they are like that anyway.
Over to the Mercury Bay and excellent snapper fishing
John Ellwood tells me. On board The Whai, they have
been straylining off Peachgrove Bay along the edge of the
foul, and doing very nicely with snapper up to 18lb. Out
wide, John said the water temp is up to 21deg of the top
of Cuvea, and a beautiful blue colour. Up north there has
been several marlin caught in the past few days, so they
will not be too far away out in the Bay of Plenty. Speaking
of the Bay, there are still quite good numbers of snapper
off the western side of Motiti and down off the knoll. Last
but not least, I have good reports of excellent numbers of
snapper in the harbour.  Happy fishing, Bungey.

Merry Christmas from our family to yours

Family owned and operated since 1934

Stockfoods | Aggregates | Civil | Transport | Storage & Logistics | Forestry Construction | Traffic Management

0800 4SWAP • jswapco.nz
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