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To speak to the Nurse
Triage Service who will
contact our on-call service

VACCINATION CLINICS

Wednesday 23rd February & 2nd March

9am - 3pm | St Johns Hall
Rawhiti Ave, Matamata
WALK-IN ONLY | NO APPOINTMENTS
Adults: 1st/2nd and Booster doses
12-18 Year olds: 1st and 2nd doses
Children Vaccinations: 5-11 Year olds
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BLACKLIGHT (M)
!!NEW!!
DEATH ON THE NILE
(M) !!NEW!!

i there and welcome to this week. It’s the perfect time to roll
out that old banger conversation starter, “So, how about
that weather?” Yep, she was a crazy weekend and looking around
the town, it seems everything got somewhat of a battering. Let’s
hope coming days are a little more settled.
So, what’s on my mind this week (other than skin and hair)
you ask? Well, it’s funny sometimes actually. On more than one
occasion I sit here on a Sunday night wondering what on earth I
am going to write about – particularly as, on a day-to-day basis,
pretty much everything I do is wrapped up in following stories! If
you were to ask me what I have been up to, it’s likely my response
would be along the lines of “not much actually, tell me about
you!” The thing is though, more than where I’ve been or what I’ve
done, something that never ceases to inspire me is people. There
are times when the smallest of things literally changes your day
and this week was no exception.
The first, as simple as it sounds, was a message left on our
office answer phone. A lady had asked me to phone her back as
she had a question about one of my editorials. Duly, I returned
her call – only to practically jet stream a mouthful of coffee at
force towards my computer screen! “Caron” she said,
“I have two dictionaries and neither have curbed
my curiosity. Tell me please, what does the word
Scronk mean?” Well as you can imagine,
I actual laughed out loud trying
to explain one of the gorgeous
idiosyncrasies so eloquently used
by our beautifully out-the-gate Syd
Workman! Clearly, not to know that,
I realised she was either living under
a rock, or new to town – thankfully
it was the latter! Anyway, after a half
hour yarn and sooooooo much laughing,
I learned that Joy and her husband
(originally from Waiheke Island) moved
to Penrose, then Parnell to care for her
elderly mother. Following the loss of her
mum, the pair, pretty keen on boating
and motorhome travelling, decided to
relocate to the Waikato where Joy had
worked as a nurse prior to retiring.
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PLEASE REMEMBER BRING YOUR VACCINE PASS OR PROOF OF VACCINATION
NC - no complementarys
Tickets: Adults $18.00 Seniors & Students $14.50 (F) = Final Screening
Cheap Tuesday: Adults $15.00 Senior & Students $12.00 before 5pm

www.tivolicinema.co.nz | Bookings 07 823 5064 | 32 Lake Street, Cambridge
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They had always thought Matamata was a pretty town and long
story short, they’re now living here and happy as a seagull with a
mouthful of chips! Oh but wait… it doesn’t end there! Telling me
what a super awesome fruit cake baker her husband is (I can’t
even remember how that came up!), the proof as it happens, was
literally in the bag. Joy flies in later that afternoon, hands me a
bag, thanks me for a lovely chat and flies out again! The contents
of course, was not overstated – the cake was indeed “scronk” at
its finest! So Joy, thank you – you made my day!
The second, and probably more serious, was a friend I bumped
into in town. We were yakking about how her husband is retiring
and how they intend to finally put their feet up and enjoy the life
they have worked so hard for. She said they had driven past my
house the other day and hubby had commented that I had made
a real success of Scene and my life. Of course I was flattered, but it
also got me thinking about how we define the word success. For
a fleeting minute, well a few if I was honest, I pondered that and
realised that yes, for the most part, I am successful. I have raised
three young men that – don’t get me wrong… certainly gave me a
pretty hairy ride, but are all on the whole, happy balanced adults
(well, nearly always!), I have a family that love and support
me, I am more than ok with my own company and, most
of all, I spend my days doing something that could
never be described as work. I have health, I
have happiness and I have what I need.
So yes, that I think, is success. My
point – I promise there is one, is that
sometimes it’s nice to take a minute
and think about how you contribute
to your own happiness which, in turn,
equates to personal success. If you
don’t feel it, change it – it’s your life
and you were born to succeed in
the way that fits you best.
Well, once again – for someone
that had nothing to say, I’ve
certainly filled my space!
So have a super happy week, be
good, be kind and be careful and
until next time I’ll see you round
like a Mallowpuff. 

people...
OUR COMMUNITY...

Maddi Ollington
Reporoa
I have a lovely partner
Police Officer
Mihi Primary, Reporoa College
Rotorua Girls High School
5.05pm
Porirua Police College
Family: Mum and Dad, an older sister (also a
Police Officer) and younger brother
Name:
Birthplace:
Status:
Occupation:
Schooling:

Favourite food: Can’t beat Mum’s Sunday roast with all the trimmings.
Best movie I’ve seen: I loved American Sniper with Bradley Cooper. I loved
the idea of how the story was based on fact and that he was actually helping
his unit and his country.
Last book I read: All Black No 8 Keiran Read’ s autobiography “Straight 8”.
I liked his back story and the behind the scenes look at his life leading up to
and during his All Black career.
My favourite music: I like Pop but I am a big fan of Queen.
My favourite pastime: I love football. I am a member of the Hamilton
Wanderers Premiere League. We play in the National League and it’s tough,
hard games each weekend with a great bunch of other girls.
My proudest moment: It would have to be graduating from Police College.
The only drawback was that two days before our Passing Out parade the
first Covid Lockdown came into effect and my family who, despite being
in Wellington, was only able to watch on-line. I was extremely proud of
becoming a Police Officer and beginning my career.
Most embarrassing moment: While playing football I went to head a ball
towards goal, I ended up hitting it in the complete opposite direction, twisted
my neck and concussed myself. Apparently, while high on the morphine, I
was recorded saying some pretty crazy stuff.
My friends would describe me as: Enthusiastic, helpful, kind and crazy.
What I like most about our community: I love the rural aspect of our
town, going to see people on their farms and properties. I come from a rural
community so I have an affinity with farming folk. I also love the smallness
of our town and running into familiar faces all the time. I would also like to
put a plug in for our local Police who love mixing and mingling with the many
positive aspects that take place in Matamata / Piako.
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Preparing for a Commonwealth
Games selection “Box off”

hen 25 year old Walton local Alex Mukuka
took up boxing three and a half years ago,
club coach, Raymond Richards almost immediately
identified him as someone to watch. “He had an
obvious raw talent” says Raymond, “and even back
then, I remember thinking this was a young man
who had no idea what he was capable of.”
Ironically, having joined the Walton Boxing Club
primarily as a way to increase his agility and
strength, it wasn’t long before the young
farmer was completely hooked. “I couldn’t
really put my finger on it to start with”
says Alex, “especially given it was about
so much more than just the physical
aspect of the sport. The discipline and
control of both body and mind, and
the fact that I seemed to pick up the
techniques quickly, seemed to ignite
a focus I had never found in other
sports. I found myself always wanting
to practise and, after just three or
four months, participated in my first
fight. I only lost by a few points but
was keen to keep improving and work
towards becoming more competitive.”
Described by Raymond as a natural
mover, Alex has the fortunate ability to
fight both orthodox and southpaw, as well
as both lead and counterpunch. This gives him an
obvious advantage, making it difficult for opponents
to anticipate his game plan, and has seen him
achieve huge success very quickly. “Whether it’s
training, sparring or competing, I go out there and
give it my all” says Alex. “I want to take the sport as
far as I can and, whether its working on technique
or my personal skill, am always eager to improve.
Boxing is a sport where you’re always learning –
particularly where it comes to picking and landing
various shots.”

Absolutely delighted to have been contacted to attend
an invitational training camp hosted by New Zealand
Boxing Association late last year, Alex was one of around
60 boxers being considered for Commonwealth Games
selection. He jumped at the opportunity secure in that
even if he didn’t make the cut for the second training
camp, the workshop would be an incredibly valuable
learning experience.
As it happened, Alex did make the cut and in
late January attended the second camp held
at Upper Hutt in Wellington – part of a 40
strong contingent of boxers all vying for
Commonwealth Games selection.
“Regardless of the final outcome,
this experience was incredibly
worthwhile” says Alex. “I learned a
lot about what it would be to be
an international athlete – even
down to what proteins or, for
example, how levels of caffeine
can interfere with clean
testing prior to competition.
And, with amazing support
from Les McIlroy at Fitzone,
I had shed extra weight
to meet the threshold for
Featherweight
boxing,
yet retained strength and
gained power through a strict
nutrition regime he designed
personally for me. Working through the
various sessions in four groups, the spa
and skill training was invaluable and
really improved my discipline and style.”
Heading to a “Box off” on February 19 in
Auckland where a final cut will determine
the New Zealand representative squad,
we wish Alex every success and can’t wait
to share his progress.  Caron Stewart.

Tues, Wed, Thurs 12.00 - 2.00pm
Sun 12.00 - 2.00pm

Talk to us about a
quality home built by
our local team
Sales enquiries:

Abby Payze
New Home Consultant

0275 125 701

www.milestonehomes.co.nz

Make your job easier with a

SKIP BIN or WHEELIE BIN
 
 
 
  
   



We offer live streaming in our chapel
as well as most other locations.

Committed to connecting families through a time of grief.

 

 

      
   
6 Tamihana Street, Matamata | office@watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

Phone 07 888 4322 or 0800 113 388
skipbin@xtra.co.nz

Graeme Waterson | Fay Waterson | Ray Bestwick | Pam Bestwick | Jarrod Dunweg | Roy Martin | Isla Smith
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KevTappin

Kevin Tappin Real Estate
A home changes everything

Residential Sales/ Lifestyle Consultant

A Home Changes Everything.

M 027 271 9007
kevin.tappin@harcourts.co.nz
www.kdre.co.nz
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Kan Tabs for Kidney Kids,
a conscious thought to help a child

K

an Tabs for Kidney Kids is something Lions around the
country have been involved with since its inception in
1990 and Matamata president, Kevin Tappin, is incredibly
grateful at the support shown by the Matamata community over
recent months.
“To put it into perspective, just one aluminium can tab and one
wine lid contains enough titanium to be recycled and cashed in
for one second of dialysis for a child with a kidney disorder”
says Kevin. “Its such a simple thing to do – yet such a significant
help to families around the country whose children rely on this
treatment to continue living their best lives.”
Lions clubs and primary schools up and down the country are
now part of the scheme, with many of them collecting can tabs,
taking them to be recycled and depositing the funds directly to

Kidney Kids.
”Kan Tabs for Kidney Kids has grown into a
nationwide project and it’s the largest Lions
project in New Zealand” says Kevin. “Each
time a tab is torn from a can and placed in a
pocket or a bag, a conscious thought is made
to support a sick child. It doesn’t cost a thing
and takes very little effort. We are thrilled that
families around the district continue to support
such an outstanding initiative.”
Donations of can tabs and wine bottle tops
ABOVE: Kevin Tappin, president of Matamata Lions Club
are appreciated and can be delivered to our is pictured with some of the hugely appreciated donations
Scene office at 88 Arawa Street just along from of ‘Kan Tabs for Kidney Kids’ left at our Scene office over
Countdown.  Caron Stewart.
recent months.

With these great deals...why not get your paint on!

FREE

Procoat Fence Paint
10 litres | All Colours

was $59

NOW
$

49

Rainbow
Charger!

only while stocks last

Offer valid on Valspar 4L interior white Low Sheen, Satin, Matt only.
Offer ends 20th February 2022. Not in conjunction with any other offer or
discount. While stocks last.

7 Waharoa Road
East, Matamata
Phone 07 888 6362
mitre10.co.nz
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Procoat Universal Paint
10 litres | All Colours

was $129

NOW
$

99

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday 7.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday 8.30am - 4.00pm
Sunday 9.00am - 4.00pm

Buy a total of 8 litres or more of
Resene Premium Paints, Wood Stains,
Primers or Sealers and get a
FREE Resene Rainbow Charger!
Limit 1 free rainbow charger per customer/purchase. Offer ends 28th February
2022 or while stocks last. Not in conjunction with any other offer or discount.

MATAMATA

Scene around...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

You’re invited...
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Get to know new people and make
new friends over coffee, tea and
something sweet to eat. Then dive
in as watch a short video. You’ll find
a safe place to ask those curly
questions or just sit back and
watch.

A little wind was a big blow for
Centennial Drive

n full glory, near the Viola Bell magnolia grove adjacent to the
Hohaia Street entrance to Centennial Drive, stands the mighty
Zelkova. Now before you start imagining some sort of bronze
clad warrior, we’re talking trees and not just big trees, huge trees
– giant in fact, and at a guess, this particular specimen would be
in excess of 30m high.
Now although said tree looks beautiful to anyone taking a stroll
through the picturesque setting of the drive, the Zelkova has
been quietly on the hit list for around two decades. Members of
the Centennial Drive Development Society have been concerned
about the integrity of the trunk for some time and, in 1993 when
highly qualified arborist, noted plantsman and gardener John
Wakeling was engaged to provide independent and impartial
advice to the committee, it was indeed identified as “something to
watch’. The tree continued to be assessed at five-yearly intervals
during John’s inspections where any significant changes were
investigated and documented.
As it happened, it was on Thursday night the mighty Zelkova
met its demise. Oddly enough, although there was a bit of wind,

For more info or to register:
Call or Text Leslie
027 434 2253

in comparison to the weekend’s wild weather, you could almost
call it a breeze! A loud thud and the rustle of leaves had nearby
neighbours thinking someone was prowling around their
backyard and, other than taking out a power pole in its wake,
there was very little damage given the direction in which it fell.
“Obviously as soon as we were made aware of the damage,
power suppliers and Matamata Piako District Council were
immediately informed” says Centennial Drive Development
Society president, Dave Dawson.
“Yes, it’s unfortunate, but not completely surprising” he says. “It
had become apparent it would need to be removed sooner rather
than later but, given it literally just fell over, we are extremely
relieved no one was hurt. Arborcare were contacted and will deal
with the debris, the greenery will be chipped and composted and
no doubt the remaining branches will be ringed and chopped
for firewood. As far as I’m aware the tree was part of the 1939
planting so, at around 82 years old, the Zelkova has certainly had
its time.”
 Caron Stewart.

St Andrews Church Lounge
Meura Street, Matamata
23rd February | 7.15pm
No Cost - you’re our guest!
Topics include:
•
•
•
•

Who is Jesus?
Why did he die?
How can I have faith?
Why and how should I read
the Bible?
• Does God heal today?
• How do I make the most of
my life?

www.alpha.org.nz
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Tim van de Molen

I

am proud of the combined
efforts
our
Matamata
community has made to protect itself
against COVID-19, with over 91% of
the town’s population now vaccinated.
Thank you! And thanks to all the amazing
healthcare workers who made this
happen.
With the Omicron variant now in our
community, please take appropriate
precautions to minimise your chances
of catching it. The Ministry of Health
recommend that you get your booster
shot if you are eligible. Please don’t
panic; we are well prepared, we have
high vaccination levels and although
the Omicron variant appears more
contagious, it also appears less harmful
(not an uncommon trend with viruses).
This poses a few questions, such as, how
much longer will the Government keep
restrictions in place, and why are they
continuing with mandates when we have
such high vaccination rates?
Looking beyond our borders, Denmark
and Sweden have lifted restrictions and
are getting back to life as normal. The
United Kingdom is looking to do the same
in the next month or two. Spain, Italy
and Canada are all easing restrictions.
Australia is fully reopening their border
later this month. We should be moving
towards this over the next couple of
months too – much quicker than the vague
signals the Government has given. The
vast majority of people I speak to around
Matamata are asking for this too. I accept
we are still to see the peak of our Omicron
outbreak, but international comparisons
show it typically lasts for about 6-8 weeks,
so we could be preparing for a significant
easing of restrictions by Easter.
As case numbers fluctuate across the
country, we have seen yet another last
minute variation to the rules from this
Government, this time in relation to the
Close Contact definition and the use of
Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT). This continual
shifting of the proverbial goalposts is
causing frustration with businesses who

www.sceneonline.co.nz
are doing their best to provide a safe
working environment and to keep their
business operating.
Local
horticulture
farmers
and
businesses are facing additional obstacles,
especially those who are harvesting at
this time. Having to mitigate transmission
risks by splitting staff into rostered shifts
and smaller bubbles is a challenge when
it’s already a pressured time. Rapid
Antigen Tests (RATs) could have been
deployed by now to effectively manage
the certainty around staff presence at
work and relieve these pressures. Meat
processors are facing similar stresses;
revisions of the current stringent
restrictions and availability of RATs would
allow businesses to operate efficiently and
successfully.
My National colleagues and I have
released
our
10-point
Omicron
management plan, which you can read
in full here; https://www.national.org.
nz/policy. Our comprehensive strategy
includes sensible measures such as
accelerating boosters and youth vaccines
and employing the use high quality masks
and RATs. Vaccination continues to be the
best opportunity to protect ourselves and
our loved ones and all these tools add to
our defence and management armoury
against the virus.
Ending MIQ so our Kiwis can come
home is imperative, as is reinforcing the
health system. This won’t be achieved
by squandering hard-earned tax-payer
dollars on an ethnically-based restructure.
It’s past time sensible strategies for COVID
management were employed so our
Matamata businesses and families can get
on with life.
Should you wish to share your views
on an issue, or reach out for my support,
please feel welcome to contact my team in
the centrally located Morrinsville office on
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846) or email
Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.
nz. I’m regularly in all the communities
around the electorate and look forward to
connecting with you.  Tim van de Molen.

Tim van de Molen
Your MP for Waikkato

Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.nz
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846)
TimvandeMolenWaikato

Agony Aunt...

I

was at a morning tea just
recently with a group of
modern-day parents and let me tell you
listening to some of the garbage coming
out of their mouths about raising their
kids made me want to full toss.
Internet, video games, lack of resilience,
no consequences, poor manners, lack
of respect and general poor behaviours
seemed to be the norm. One parent even
made the comment that her 14 year old
daughter refused to allow her in to her
bedroom stating privacy issues. I was
staggered.
Let me tell you, if you’ve got a 14 year old
daughter and she is paying her share of the
mortgage then you can have a discussion
about privacy!
Similarly, if you want to be friends
with you kids before you’ve gained their
respect you might be pushing that familiar
substance up hill with a sharp stick.
I did something very unusual for me and
I managed to keep my mouth shut during
this morning tea but it did remind me of
a set of guidelines I had delivered to me
when I became a mum.
They went something like this:
• Begin in infancy by giving the child
everything he wants when he wants it.
In this way he will grow up to believe the
world owes him a living.

Letters to the Editor

B

eing of theatrical bent I
draw on Shakespeare to
quote: ‘…and all men and women merely
players. They have their exits and their
entrances…’ The writer of Ecclesiastes
elucidated; ‘For everything there is a
season…’ And so my season at matamata
medical Centre draws to a close. I will
in three months ‘exeunt stage left’. I
will be retiring from ‘active service’ as a
General Practitioner at the end of April
2022. I have been extremely privileged
and humbled to walk alongside and
accompany so many good people over the
past 30 years. I have been so fortunate

• When he uses bad language laugh
along with him. This will make him think
he’s cute.
• Never tell him he’s wrong. He may
develop a conscience.
• Pick up after him. Do everything you
can for him so that he thinks he never has
to take responsibility.
• Let him watch and read whatever he
likes. He will then believe whatever he is
told.
• Quarrel frequently in front of him with
your partner or spouse. In this way he
won’t be too shocked when the home is
broken up later on.
• Give him all the money he wants. Under
no circumstances make him earn any of it.
Why should he have things as tough as you
did growing up?
• Satisfy his every craving for food, drink
and comfort. Denial may lead to harmful
frustrations.
• Always take his side when dealing with
neighbours, teachers and Policemen. They
are all prejudiced against your child.
• When he eventually and inevitably gets
in to trouble and goes to jail apologize
to yourself by saying “I never could do
anything with him!”
Don’t say I don’t do anything to help.
 Annette Gaine.

hello@sceneonline.co.nz

to work alongside so many professional
and dedicated women and men. Giving
thanks is part of my essence and I express
gratitude everyday for everything that is
part of life. I give thanks to you all for your
times of honesty, trust, vulnerability, need,
pain. I hope at various times and various
small ways I have been able to play a
small part in guiding, reassuring, helping
and healing. I give thanks for all the
times of smiles, laughter and happiness
which filled the space between us also.
In the meantime it is ‘business as usual’…
whatever that refers to in current milieu.
 Warm regards, Greg Dunn.

FIREWOOD
FA C T O R Y

DON’T MISS OUR

SUMMER

SALE!

Free delivery through the Waikato
Authorised by Tim van de Molen, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

ORDER ONLINE

0800FIREWD (0800 347 393)

WWW.FIREWOODFACTORY.CO.NZ
@rewoodfactorynz
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What to do when the best wood in your
golf bag is your pencil!

hether it was watching another
episode of Gold Hunters or yet
another abysmal round of golf, John
Crawford decided he needed a new hobby.
After purchasing a state-of-the-art metal
detector, John set about detecting. Forays
on the beaches of Mount Maunganui and
Papamoa revealed a literal treasure trove
of lost items, in particular, jewellery. One
international tourist was delighted upon
seeing John sweeping the beach at sunrise.
He asked him to look for his lost car keys and
was overjoyed to have John locate them and
allow him back into the vehicle he had been
locked out of from the previous day.
Over the Christmas period in 2020 John
began his detecting in earnest and, as a
Te Aroha boy, was quick to seize on the
opportunity to detect on the Te Aroha
racecourse, currently under track and
ground refurbishment. With the racecourse
currently closed for up to 18 months John
has been given free range by the Racing Club
committee to sweep the entire complex and
grounds. Interestingly, during WW1 and

WW2, the race course had been used to train
soldiers before they were shipped overseas
and, even all these years later, he was able
to unearth a staggering variety of tent pegs,
uniform buttons and belt buckles. Things
took a serious turn however, when he started
uncovering live ammunition left behind!
New Zealand Army representatives had to
be called in with bomb disposal experts to
clear the site. John’s initial thoughts then,
were that his detecting days had come to a
premature conclusion but as it happened,
the committee was delighted to have the
racecourse made safe. Other sites have
revealed numerous coins with the gem
being a gold half sovereign coin dated 1860
worth a staggering $500. As word of his
detection skills spread, local farmer Ray
Curtin contacted John to see if he could find
a watch that had been lost 18 months prior.
The watch was not only valued at around
$3,500 but had been a treasured gift with
huge sentimental value. Ray had previously
had the entire family out scouring the farm
without success. After agreeing to go for

BACK or NECK
PAIN?

a wander, you can imagine Ray’s surprise
when John called him just 40 minutes later
telling him the watch had been found. Ray,
at the time, was on his way to Hamilton but
immediately turned around to meet John
at his house, absolutely overwhelmed to be
reunited with the precious watch.
Having been detecting for over 12 months
now, John has a mountain of recovered
coins, rings and bracelets etc safely locked
away. He is a member of a Facebook group
with well over 2500 members which he
says, “has been a great source of information
– particularly when reuniting owners with
their lost items.”
While it is a thrill to search and successfully
recover lost property of others, John says his
detecting is not an exercise for personal
gain – “returning someone’s treasured
keepsakes is payment enough” he
says. It may be safe to say that John
has a much brighter future as a
detectorist than he has as
a golfer!
 Gerard O’Neill.

Then come try a Teeter at the

Matamata Back Pain Expo
Matamata Primary School Hall
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th February
10am - 4pm
Can’t make it?

We will be in Cambridge at the St Andrews
Church Hall, 85 Hamilton Road, Cambridge
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th February

• Back Pain
• Neck Pain
• Muscle Tension
• Posture
• Flexibility
• Blood and Lymph Flow
• Osteoarthritis
• Sciatica
• Scoliosis

Inversion NZ Ltd

0800 62 62 83

Terms and conditions apply. Limited time only,
promotion ends soon.*

www.inversionnz.co.nz

FREE
MEASURE &
QUOTE

Unit 1, 19 Rawhiti Ave ( The Base) Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9493
OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12noon

www.flooringdesign.co.nz
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Welcoming new teachers to the team at Matamata Intermediate School and Matamata College...

Previously
employed
at
Matamata College teaching
health and PE, Kim Lawrence
is thoroughly enjoying a
new challenge at Matamata
Inertmediate
School.
She
has taken on the role Food
Technology teacher following
the retirement of Jasmine
Trower and is loving the focus
on good nutrition and cooking
skills.

Having taught at Cambridge
Middle School for eight years,
Katie van Dyk is delighted to be
back in Matamata - especially
with her five year old daughter
attending Matamata Primary
School. Education she says, has
the power to change the world
and she’s proud to join a team
committed to really making a
difference in students lives.

Having attended Matamata
Intermediate School herself,
Jennifer Anderson was extremely
proud to have completed her
practicum at the school - and
then take up her first teaching
position! She is proud to be
joining an extremely supportive
team who she says, are the very
reason she was inspired to take
up teaching as a career.

Kia Ora I am Tayla West. I have
been teaching for the past 5
years, first at Rangitikei College
in Marton and then I moved on to
Rototuna High over in Hamilton.
I live here in Matamata with my
husband Jayden and little boy
Casey. I am an English and Dance
Teacher and I hope to encourage
or grow a culture around Dance
at the school this year.

Kia ora, I’m Connor Kortens.
I moved from Kapiti Coast in
Wellington to teach Digital
Design and Digital Technology.
I’m
into
film
making,
animation, 3D modelling and
game design.
I am passionate about
students creating work they
are proud of and finding their
creative passions in Technology.

Kia ora, ko Miss Walden toku
ingoa. Hello, my name is Olivia
Walden and I am teaching
Health and Physical Education.
I am originally from the far
north, from a small town called
Kaikohe.
I currently play
football, touch rugby, volleyball
and hockey. I am excited to be
teaching at Matamata College
and look forward to the year
ahead.

Teenaa koutou!! Ko Karissa
Paterson toku ingoa. I have been
on maternity leave for the last
year and now teaching Tourism,
Business and Social Studies.
I love being outdoors and
spending time with my family.
Most afternoons you will find me
with my head in a recipe trying
something new.

Kia Ora, my name is Sophie
Frew and I have joined the Social
Sciences team as a History and
Social Studies teacher. I am
really excited to be returning
home to Matamata after teaching
at Whangarei Girls’ High School
and Brentford School for Girls in
London.

My name is Nathan Bridgland,
I am teaching PE and Y9 Science
this year. I am from Cambridge
in the mighty Waikato. I have
spent the last 6 years in Sydney
and Melbourne. I love all sports
especially golf, basketball and
rugby!
Looking forward to
meeting everyone!

My name is Lajesh Sami. I am
originally from Fiji and have
15 years teaching experience.
I have taught in five schools
including overseas. Last year I
was teaching at Te Wharekura
o Manaia in the Coromandel. I
graduated from the University
of the South Pacific, Fiji
majoring in Science-Physics
and Mathematics. My interests
include cooking, socialising and
soccer.

Connecting the outdoors in your home

Instantly transform your space to create a sense of seclusion and sanctuary. You’ll spend more time enjoying life outdoors with family and friends. Oﬀering
protection during every season from UV, sun, wind and rain for year-round outdoor entertaining. Ziptrak is the original and trusted track guided blind system with a
patented design that glides smoothly and stops at any height.

Design your blind - custom made everytime!
Hardware Colour - Choose one of ﬁve colours or powder-coat any colour you want!
Sunscreen Mesh - Available in a wide range of colours and transparencies
PVC - Available clear or tinted
Optional Motorisation Available
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Call us for a
FREE
Measure & Quote

is now on!
Two doses was great for Delta,
but Omicron needs that booster.
It’s easy and free to get your booster so don’t wait.
There are extra vaccination centres and
some longer opening hours this week.

Get your booster ASAP

BookMyVaccine.nz

For whānau bookings call 0800 28 29 26
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A cemetery update
from Matamata Lions

M

atamata
Lions
have
been
overwhelmed at the continued
community support of their major project,
the refurbishment of the Matamata
Cemetery front fence and entry gates –
even though since Covid hit our shores,
they have experienced more than their
fair share of frustration!
The idea of refurbishing the entrance
to the cemetery came about late in 2018
when members were brainstorming ideas
about how best they could acknowledge
the 60th anniversary as a chartered club.
Not only was it a worthy project in the
way of showing respect to those that
came before them, it was also a significant
contribution to a community facility many
see as the final resting place of their loved
ones.
Although the fence was scheduled for
completion in September 2021, delays

out of anyone’s control - including two
national lockdowns and restricted access
to suppliers given the fluctuating alert
levels, has seen progress significantly
impacted.
However, with Hinuera Stone pillars
now complete and mowing strips in
place, the final courses of stone will be
laid soon – and, when steel availability
is less restricted, gates will be made and
installed.
“It’s been a long road and its not over
yet” says Ernie Gardner, “but we would
like to thank our volunteers, other local
service groups and the community for
their outstanding assistance throughout
the project. Yes, there are still a few niggly
delays, but we can assure you we are at
the business end of the project and can’t
wait to celebrate its completion.”
 Caron Stewart.

140 years of iconic
history to be celebrated

T

he landmark tower at the heart of
Josiah Firth’s Matamata Estate (on
Matamata’s Tower Road) is turning 140
years old.
This heritage building was completed
in February 1882, after architect TH
White from Taupiri, used to come over
on horseback to supervise construction.
Although the original roof, staircases and
floors were burnt out in 1902, they have
been carefully restored by locals and
are now the centre piece of Matamata’s
historic precinct, the Firth Tower Museum:
there is even a lookout at the very top
replacing an earlier bell tower.
John McCaw manager of the Matamata
Estate after Firth left the area, asked
Firth’s son William why his father had
built the tower; William said his father had
also built a similar tower at their house in
Mt Eden and “thought it was a good idea to
build along the same lines in Matamata.”
Mr McCaw in his reminiscences added
that the tower was built when there was
peace and security in the local area and so
not of any ‘defensive’ use.
In 1982 members of the Matamata
Historical Society celebrated 100 years
since the Tower was built. Now the
society (which has built and maintained
the large collection at the museum) will
celebrate 140 years since Firth Tower was
completed, by offering gold coin entry to
the Museum on Sunday 27th February
2022.

SUDOKU

Why not bring a picnic to enjoy in the
grounds of the Museum which is open
from 10am to 4pm on Sunday’s. With
Covid 19 restrictions you will need to
show a vaccine passport and wear a mask
for your visit. The reserve under the red
light cannot have more than 100 on site.
 Supplied.

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9

Stationery | Books | Toys
Gifts | Lotto | Greeting Cards
Magazines | Gift Cards
NZ Post Services
85 Broadway, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 7694

Proud to promote local news, local
advertising and local ownership. This is
our community and we’re proud to keep
it that way!

AWARD WINNER 2021
2021 OVERALL SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WINNER

EDITORIAL Contact Caron:
caron@sceneonline.co.nz
0274 127 062
ADVERTISING Contact Milly:
sales@sceneonline.co.nz
027 827 4773
CLASSIFIED / GENERAL ENQUIRIES
hello@sceneonline.co.nz
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of management.

Layout and Design: Scene Printing: Horton Media
Distribution: By awesome locals to 7,000 homes weekly!

88 Arawa Street, Matamata | 07 888 4489
www.sceneonline.co.nz
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For now, its time to put out the fire
and call in the dogs

or Doctor Bob Howard there are two
varieties of kiwi that, over the past
two and a half years, have made such
an impact it’s unlikely they’ll ever be
forgotten. “One” he laughs, “is the human
type and the other, the fruit! I have grown
to absolutely love them both and will miss
them tremendously!”
Having spent his career as a family
doctor in Texas, USA, Bob knows what
busy is. His hometown, with a population
of around 130,000 has five hospitals and,
while taking care of everything from
geriatric health to delivering new babies,
he has been passionate about helping
others and really making a difference. It
wasn’t until he retired and got talking to a
friend that had been a practicing locum in
New Zealand, he decided his skills could
also see him fulfil his dream of travelling
down under.
In May 2019 after successfully applying
for a work visa, Bob and his wife Debbi left
Texas for New Zealand with the intention
of seeing the country and experiencing
small town medicine. He was employed
as a locum at Matamata Medical Centre
and, after registering as a GP through
appropriate channels, “merged right in.”
“New Zealand has been everything we
imagined and more” says Bob. “Debbi
and I, along with some friends from
back home, enjoyed the most marvelous
trip around the South Island and got
to see some of the superb scenery and

attractions this country is famous for
around the globe. Then, when we settled
in Matamata, we met and made friends
with some fantastic people. Professionally,
I felt appreciated and needed and from the
start, had an immense respect for the level
of care provided by my team of colleagues.
Obviously the Matamata district is vastly
different to what we were used to, but to
encounter such huge community spirit
in a place that genuinely cares for its
neighbours and each other was refreshing.
We were made to feel like we had literally
come home.”
After returning to the States for a short
time, it wasn’t long before the Howard’s
were back! “Following the lockdown of
2020, we made the decision to return”
says Bob, “not only for ourselves but, as it
happened, our daughter was keen to see

FREE
JcYZgaVn

>chiVaaVi^dc*
on selected

all the various waterfalls New Zealand
has to offer! You can imagine our delight
when we had the opportunity to guide her
around the Waikato region that, in such
a short time, felt like our “other” home!
She absolutely loved her time here and
completely understood why we were so
keen to stay!”
Although Debbi has also grown to love
the community – especially her yoga
sessions with her good friend Charmaine
Donaldson and her time volunteering at
St Joseph’s Catholic School, it was the pull
on her heartstrings from her seven young
grandchildren back in Texas that had
the couple recently secure flights home.
“Obviously we are torn” says Bob, “and
although we will both miss the wonderful
life we have created here in a very short
time, the call of our little ones is strong.
They range in age from 12 years down to
just four years old and, although Facetime
keeps us in touch, virtual cuddles just
aren’t enough – it was a double-edged
sword booking our flight home.”
With Bob and Debbi currently airborne,
having flown from Auckland yesterday
(Monday), a small farewell was held at
the Matamata Medical Centre on Friday
to acknowledge and thank Bob for his
service. The couple will be missed – even
though - once his hankering for authentic
Mexican is fulfilled, he does admit, they
very well may be back!
 Caron Stewart.

18
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No Interest and
No Payments**

IS HERE & HOT!

Security and/or locks
Door and window hardware
Glass supply
Double Glazing
Re-rubbering or re-putty
Kitchen and bathroom splashbacks
Locksmiths
Catdoors
WE DO RETROFIT
DOUBLE GLAZING
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www.carpetcourt.nz

SUMMER

Flooring Stores

*Offers are valid until 20/02/22 on selected ranges and selected colours or while stocks last. Carpet and vinyl are sold in lineal metres. Free Underlay offer has a minimum purchase of 20 lineal metres to qualify and
is supplied with Dunlop Dreamwalk Red only. Free Installation offer excludes furniture shifting, travel, accessories and floor preparation. Free Weave Rug offer has a minimum purchase of 25 square metres to qualify
and is supplied with a Weave Andes 2x3m rug worth RRP $999. We reserve the right to adjust prices without notice if necessary and we reserve the right to correct any errors. See in store or online for full details.
**Finance terms and conditions apply.
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Droppin’ a line with Matamata
Fishing Club’s February tournament
V

ABOVE: As a proud sponsor of Matamata
Fishing Club, Stihl Shop owner/operator
Brett Elliott kept everyone well fed
demonstrating one of the huge range of
BBQ/smokers available in-store.

ABOVE: Zowie Houghton really mixed it up
out fishing for the weekend with her Grams
and Koru, Sheryl and Terry McDonald.
Pictured with her Kingi (6.120kg) she
also landed some awesome snapper and
trevally!

ABOVE: Big isn’t always best if you’re
having fun! Sitting in the river mouth at
Marakopa was an awesome experience for
Oliver Titterton where, he says, yellow eyed
mullet were swimming through his legs!
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ery generously sponsored by Matamata Sportsworld,
Begovich Builders, Matamata Butchery, Top Cru and Stihl
Shop, the February competition held last weekend saw 56
anglers weigh in 169 fish averaging 2.54kg across the board.
Most commented on fairly rough conditions around the regions
but still a great long weekend out on the water. Results were as
follows:Junior 10-16 years 1st heaviest: Blake Hornsey, Mystery
weight: Beau Fletcher. New World Matamata kids catch of the
month: Saxon Butcher, PaperPlus eel 0-16: Rueban Mason,
PaperPlus nippers: Oliver Titterton, Landbase saltwater: Brook
Whitehead, S&D Builders Landbase saltwater challenge mystery:
Naldo Strydom and Jeanna Guest, Viking Kayak challenge: Not
struck. Snapper 1st heaviest: Brook Whitehead, Snapper 2nd

heaviest: Nicky Telford, Snapper mystery: Sheryl McDonald,
Snapper 1x3 bag: Deanna Telford, Snapper longest catch and
release: Logan Craw, Firth of Thames snapper 1st heaviest:
Shane Edmonds, Tout 1st heaviest: Shane Edmonds, Trout
mystery: Bob Bevege, Trout 1x3 bag: Stephen Butcher, Kahawai
1st heaviest:Kevin Ladd, Terakihi/Trevally/Gurnard/John Dory
mystery: Sylvia Ward and Logan Craw, Marlin: 1st heaviest:
Bryan Shepherd, Marlin tag and release: Bryan Shepherd, Game
fish 1st heaviest: Bryan Shepherd, Game fish 2nd heaviest: Nicky
Telford. Laurent Motors Waharoa average weight - all sections:
Grant Atkinson, Phil’s Motorcycle Centre catch of the month: Zara
Clifton with her 237kg Marlin! Hunter Craw won the Matamata
Sportsworld 1000 $50 voucher. 

ABOVE: Matamata Fishing Club’s February tournament saw the blokes outfish the girls it seems! Pictured from left are Brownie with
his 6.875kg snapper caught at Waihau Bay, Brook Whitehead with a 6.28kg beauty caught at Hahei, and HG who, fishing at Waikawau
caught more than a few keepers ranging between 2.4 and 4.4kg. Good job guys!

ABOVE: Sadly for Kevin Ladd, more of his weekend was about feeding the fish than
catching them! When he felt better however, he enjoyed a great weekend with Nicky and
Deanna Telford where they were all fortunate to land a pretty reasonable dinner!

ABOVE: Aiden Titterton had a rEELy
great weekend on the water with his family
but reckons his catch was the most lively!

Racing with Dennis Ryan

O

Mighty Matamata mares deliver a thriller at Te Rapa

ne of the highlights of summer
we’ve sat down with the owners,” said
racing has been the rivalry between
Ken Kelso on Sunday. “It’s a big help that
star Matamata sprinters Entriviere and
she’s a fantastic doer. She went home and
Levante.
cleaned up her feed on Saturday night,
With the score one apiece after
then she was calling out for her breakfast
Entriviere’s Railway win at Ellerslie on
this morning. That certainly makes our job
New Year’s Day, followed a fortnight
easier.”
later by Levante turning the tables in the
Reigning New Zealand Horse of the
Telegraph at Trentham, the scene was
Year Probabeel has already got her latest
set for a defining clash in the BCD Group
Australian campaign underway, capping
Sprint at Te Rapa last Saturday. And
another big day for her trainer Jamie
the two mighty mares lived right up to
Richards with a gritty first-up win in the
predictions with the most thrilling contest
Geoffrey Bellmaine Stakes at Caulfield on
of them all in the weight-for-age feature.
Saturday. She will now try for a repeat
Such races are often tactical affairs and
win in the Gr. 1 Futurity Stakes back at
this one was no different. After they had
Caulfield later this month ahead of the A$5
raced alongside each other towards the
million All-Star Mile at Flemington. Also at
rear of the seven-horse field, Ryan Elliot
Caulfield on Saturday, former Matamata
on Levante was the first to make his move
ABOVE: Ryan Elliot celebrates as Levante downs arch rival Entriviere in the BCD Group mare Tofane claimed her fourth Group
around the field to be ready to challenge at Sprint at Te Rapa. Photo Trish Dunell.
One victory with an all-the-way win in
the top of the home straight. Opie Bosson
the CF Orr Stakes. Since leaving Ballymore
they predicted this one might just be the best of them all.
meanwhile, had to find a way for Entriviere between
Even compared to the likes of previous Kelso-trained Stables’ Matamata yard as an unraced trial winner, she
runners and after clearing a pocket, set out to bridge the Group One sprinter-milers Xanadu, Perfect Fit and has won Group One races in Sydney, Brisbane and now
gap, and then it was game on.
Bounding, they might be right. That’s probably an easy Melbourne for Mike Moroney.
With 200 metres to run Entriviere had got almost argument for principal owners Philip and Catherine
Back on the home front – and even though he was
alongside her arch rival, but just as she had done in Brown to agree with, a no-brainer for their exuberant unable to score with Entriviere – Jamie Richards still had
the Telegraph when withstanding the late charge of Aussie mate Mark Tapper, and one that former Matamata a successful day at Te Rapa. First off he produced previous
Matamata’s next-best sprinter, Roch ’N’ Horse, Levante identity Tony Enting and his wife Mary would also start debut winner Maven Belle, a close relation to
was again up for it. Flicking those big ears backwards and happily buy into. The quintet’s only regret is that the sixth Levante, for a repeat win in the Gr. 3 2YO Classic, and then
forwards as she does, there was no denying her, and at member of Levante’s ownership group, bloodstock agent added the Gr. 2 David & Karyn Ellis Fillies Classic with his
the line she still had half a length over her brave pursuer. Michael Stedman, passed away last August.
previous start Royal Stakes winner Self Obsession.
On top of Levante’s breakthrough Group One victory
The big season being enjoyed by Craig Grylls also
Now that Levante has established herself as the pick of
in the Telegraph, this one was again hugely satisfying for the current New Zealand sprinting crop, there’s a chance continued when he rode Taranaki mare Coventina Bay
Levante’s connections. Trainers Ken and Bev Kelso have she may head to Australia, where her nominations to victory in the country’s richest weight-for-age, the
seldom been without a good horse in their select team include next month’s A$1.5 million Newmarket Handicap $400,000 Herbie Dyke Stakes. Jamie holds a commanding
since establishing their Banks Road stable in the 1970s, at Flemington, but that’s a decision for later.
lead on the trainers’ premiership with 86 wins – 26 more
and after Levante put up a stunning performance to win
“It was tremendously satisfying to get that win to go than his closest rival – while Craig is keeping his nose in
the Counties Bowl at Pukekohe in November of 2020, with the Telegraph, but we won’t settle on any plans until front on the jockeys’ table with 67 wins.  Dennis Ryan.

Quality used vehicles | Over 200 to choose from

210 Subaru Impreza

1.6 Petrol, Auto, 62,612kms

$ 58.14

* Per Week

2016 Mitsubishi Outlander

LS 2.0L Petrol, Auto, NZ New, 88,843kms

NEW Mazda CX5

Petrol and Diesel - IN STOCK NOW and
available for IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
Call today for model and colour options.

$130.88

*Per Week

LTZ 1.4L Petrol, Auto, 42,044kms

$135.73

*Per Week

Ex Demo Ford Ranger

2019 Mazda 3

Limited. 2.5L Auto, NZ New, 63,822kms

*Per Week

2020 Holden Trax

$169.67

FX4 Max 2.0 Bi Turbo, 10 speed Auto
ONLY ONE AVAILABLE
CALL NOW!!

* Weekly payments are based on 260 weekly instalments, $0.00 deposit at an interest rate of 9.95% p.a plus additional fees.

64 Firth Street | Matamata | P: 07 888 7127
Monday to Friday: 8am - 5.30pm | Saturday: 9am - 2 pm

Vaughan Nowell: 027 497 7645 | Paul Dean : 027 484 0339 | Stu Koch: 027 580 4409
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sunflower
colouring in
fun!
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Matamata Croquet Club
E

stablished in 1921 the local Matamata Croquet Club has just
celebrated 100 years since its inception.
Beginning in Peria Road in an adjunction to the Peria Bowling
Club the Croquet club made the decision in 2017 to relocate to
Pohlen Park and this proved to be a master stroke. Under head
groundsman Leo Craig the Matamata Croquet Club now boast
world class facilities and have hosted the NZ National Under 21
Championships in 2018. In fact, World Championships were to
be held in Matamata with teams coming from all parts of the
globe but unfortunately Covid put paid to that.
With four full sized greens the club boasts brand new clubrooms
and 91 members. Just recently club Patron Pat Polglase, who
celebrates her 100th birthday next year, was on hand to hit
the first ball off for the season. Members play Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday with Monday morning reserved for learners and
youngsters wishing to play. With plenty of equipment and some
enthusiastic members keen to help, the club welcomes new
comers to come along and learn a game that Club Captain Danny
Weatherley describes as a cross between snooker and chess!
The club does offer training and coaching and there is a definite
pathway towards National honours. With a handicap system akin
to golf, new players are able to compete with the seasoned pros
in a variety of formats. Games are played in singles, doubles and
even team events.
With a very smart club uniform and magnificent facilities the
Matamata Croquet Club is keen to promote their sport and are
currently in the process of getting their website on-line so that
information is readily available and accessible.
The club has a long list of loyal sponsors including Harcourts,
Bayleys, Jodi and Alan (Harveys), Challenge and Iconic Electrical.
The Stoner brothers at Matamata Directional Drilling also
completed the work for the club’s superb irrigation system which

It’s HOT, HOT,

HOT!!

helps produce one of the best croquet surfaces in the country.
If croquet piques your interest Club Captain Danny Weatherley
can be contacted on 0274849858.
 Gerard O’Neill.
NOTE: If you would like to see your club featured in our ‘Clubs
up Close’ column give Scene a call on 07 888 4489 or email us at
hello@sceneonline.co.nz.

ABOVE: Matamata Croquet Club Groundsman Frank Waterfield
is pictured with Club Captain, Danny Weatherley.
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Matamata Golf
Club

Matamata Golf Club congratulate the
Walton Golf Club on achieving their
centenary.
January 29th & 30th Matamata Golf Club
welcomed players from 19 other golf clubs
to compete in the East Waikato Open and
the East Waikato Masters Championships
over 36 holes. The field was restricted to
100 players. The club sincerely thanks
Robert Harris Coffee, Matamata for their
generous sponsorship. Women Gross - Jill
Morgan, Cambridge (153), Heather Keefe,
Rotorua (156), Michelle Archer, Waikare
(158). Women Nett - Debbie Ring, Walton
(138), Liz Bartlett, Ngaruawahia (144),
Janice Kowalski, Tahuna (145). Men
Gross - Joshua Morris, St Andrews (140),
Chris Charlton, St Andrews (140), Jordan
Woodall, Tieke Golf Estate (141), Jordan
Rangihika, Ngaruawahia (143). Nett Mikae Rangihika, Kawerau (135), Michael
Holmes, Matamata (136), Zachary
Mason, Matamata (140). Masters - Jordan
Rangihika, Ngaruawahia (143), Blair
Dibley, Mt Maunganui (151).
Summer Cup: Third Round - Nett Lyndon Johns 67, Barry Patchett 67, Ray
Riggs 70, Graham Hawkes 70, plus 41
others. Summer Cup 2022 (Best 2 rounds
out of 3), Overall winner - Dane Lowe 135,
second Lyndon Johns 136, third Stephen
Brown 137, plus 37 others.
Matamata Golf Club recently hosted a
full field of 120 players from 28 other
clubs competing in the 2021 Waikato
Vets’ Classic which, due to Covid-19, was
postponed from last November. Special
thanks to all of the generous sponsors for
their amazing sponsorship of the two-day
tournament. Women’s Gross - Pam Wright
(Matamata) 153. Nett - Karen Mold (Te

Aroha) 145. Stableford - Pam Gillies
(Matamata) 71. Men’s Senior Gross - Terry
Tapp (Clarks Beach) 155. Nett - Ray Lewis
(Tieke Estate) 143. Stableford - Nick Van
De Ven (Hauraki) 70. Intermediate “A”
Gross - Mark Herrick (Waitomo) 172. Nett Paul Bartlett (Cambridge) 145. Stableford
- Ken Purcell (Waihi) 68. Intermediate “B”
Gross - Phil McKoy (Walton) 179. Nett Richard Baker (Paeroa) 150. Stableford
- Mike Brown (Paeroa) 64. Junior Gross Brian Hunter (Matamata) 189. Nett - Atul
Patel (Matamata) 142.
Stableford - Phillip Clarke (Morrinsville)
70. Team Stableford - Winners - Pam
Wright, Dennis Allan (Matamata), Phil
McKoy , Brian Goodwin (Walton).

ABOVE: Pictured is Dane Lowe, Overall
winner of the Summer Cup 2022.

Rewa Bowling Club

Our Ladies Championship Pairs has
been completed and the winners are
Lois Brinkworth and Helen Barlow. They
defeated Gloria Hope and Dorothy Jones
in a very good match. On Tuesday 8th
February the Ladies section of Rewa
held their annual 3 bowls Triples, played
in sweltering conditions the winner’s
were , Lorraine Rowling’s team from
Morrinsville. Runners up were Jenny
Palmers team from Rewa, 3rd was Ellewies
Hayes team from Tui Park and 4th place
was Gloria Hopes team from Rewa. The
annual Hinuera/ Rewa tournament is
currently being played, good luck to all of
you.

Letter to the Editor

Your editorial in the 1 February paper
went horribly astray. You failed to mention
that many studies have shown wearing
masks reduces the likelihood of spreading
COVID-19. Experts the world over are
even advising that Omicron requires a
better quality mask than most of us have
been using.
Masks are more important, not less, and
yet your editorial downplays both masks
and the disease. You object to young
children having to wear masks in schools.
However, the current variant, Omicron,
is even easier to pass from person to
person than earlier ones, so it would have
been irresponsible of the Government to
tell schools to reopen and NOT mandate
masks. It isn’t easy for parents and
teachers trying to get younger children
to wear masks and I doubt every child
who is meant to wear one will do so. But
as a community, let’s support the schools
in this as we all try to avoid getting sick
and making others sick. Your voice makes

a difference! It’s well known that the
Omicron variant is generally milder. But
anyone who is already unwell, for any
number of reasons, is likely to get very sick
indeed and could die. For many people,
the mild to severe hay fever you describe
is just not reality.
Please come out of your “uneducated
bubble” and look overseas. Compared
with the worst previous peak – when a
person with COVID would have been five
times more likely to need hospital care
than if they had influenza (British Medical
Journal) – we now see hospital admissions
declining. But strain on healthcare systems
remains, and the scientific consensus is
that preventive measures must still be
taken. New Zealand’s restrictions are
being gradually being eased. Decisions
made so far have saved the country
from the worst of this pandemic, which
suggests to me the Government has been
well advised. I am cautiously optimistic
that the current decisions and plan for the
future similarly will go well, especially if
we all do our bit.
One thing the policies here have
achieved is a massive dent in influenza
cases. Influenza is mild for some but can
be fatal, as you pointed out. You seem
to think COVID is no worse than the flu.
However, influenza is a seasonal infection.
By contrast, the COVID-19 pandemic is
lasting for years, is not confined to the
wintry months, and shows no sign of dying
right out. It has already killed more people
than the previous worst infectious disease
disaster, the “Spanish flu” that struck over
a hundred years ago.
 S M James, Matamata.

EDITORS NOTE: While I fully respect
community members opinions – especially
those who offer a balanced argument,
discussion on this topic is now closed.

BUSINESS NETWORKING MATAMATA

BNI provides a positive, supportive and structured environment for the
development and exchange of quality business referrals.

To find out more about joining BNI contact:
Kym Bolton-Hampton | Ph: 027 548 3929

OVER 100 YEARS AND
STRONGER THAN EVER

Accountant

CooperAitken Accountants

888 8002

Builder

Begovich Builders

888 4841

Design & Print

Waikato Printing Company

0800 002 786

Helping you make better financial decisions

Everything Real Estate

LJ Hooker Matamata

888 5677

Accounting Services | Accounting Software
Support | Business Advisory
Company Administration | HR Assistance
Payroll Services | Specialist Tax Advice
Trust Administration & Trustees

Electrician

King Electrical

888 7578

Gateway/Careers

Matamata College

Anna
Bennett
Director

Carissa
Cressy
Director

MATAMATA – 2 Arawa Street | 07 888 8002
THAMES – 104 Sealey Street | 07 868 9945
MORRINSVILLE – 42 Moorhouse Street | 07 888 7153

027 548 3929

General
Insurance
Begovich
Builders Aon Insurance Brokers
888 4841

888 4670

Gym

Fitzone

888 7385

Home Decorators

Guthrie Bowron Matamata

888 8119

Life Insurance

NZ Advice Group

Plumber

Plumb.Co

888 8147

Restaurant & Bar

Redoubt Bar & Eatery

888 8585

Stationers

Paperplus

888 7694

0800 230 235

mail@cooperaitken.co.nz | www.cooperaitken.co.nz

a wide range of ers
Blinds + selected Siohun*tt
and Motorisat
^
Right now at Guthrie Bowron, you can get 15% off selected
Blinds,
Motorisation and Shutters*.
So pop in and have a chat to our knowledgeable team about your
next redecorating project.
Inspiration starts here, at your local Guthrie Bowron.

Guthrie Bowron Matamata

17 Arawa Street | 07 888 8119
Mon - Fri: 7.30am - 5pm | Sat: 9am - 12pm
*Exclusions apply. Please ask in-store for details. Orders must be confirmed by 7 March 2022 to be
eligible for this offer. Not available in conjunction with any other offer.

GATEWAY
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15% off

Classifieds...
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DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

GARAGE SALE

SITUATIONS VACANT

STICHBURY: James
William (Jim)
Passed away peacefully on
Friday 11 February 2022, in
his 89th year with family at
his side. Dearly loved
husband of the late Beverley
for 40 years and the late
Colleen for 16 years. Much
loved father and father-in-law
of Sharon and John, Greg
and Patrice, Amanda, Mary
and Rick. Treasured grandad
of Kylie, Gemma, Michael,
Rebecca, Evelynne, Emma,
Zac, Amber, Olivia, Jasmine,
Shaun and Megan. Much
loved great grandad of 6
awesome boys. The family
would like to thank Matamata
Country Lodge for their
fantastic care, support and
compassion.
At
Jim’s
request a private burial will
be held at Greenpark
Cemetery, Dunedin. All
communications to the
Stichbury family c/- 6
Tamihana St, Matamata

BOLTON: Jean
Passed away peacefully after
a short illness, at Pohlen
Hospital, on Thursday 10
February 2022. Aged 85.
“Much loved and greatly
missed by all family and
friends.” Heartfelt thanks to
the staff and nurses of
Pohlen
Hospital
and
Matamata Medical Centre for
the great care of Jean. All
communications to the
Bolton family c/- 6 Tamihana
St, Matamata

GARAGE SALE 7 Hampton
Terrace.
Not
before
8.30am. Heaps of furniture
and household items.

Mature Babysitter wanted

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS,
Zips/Hems and repairs.
Phone Carol on 07 888
9303 or 027 292 2189.

FOR SALE

PET FOOD!
We have premium
raw pet mince
from only

5 .95

per kg

Broadway, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8957

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Graham Davison (Peewee)

18.08.1948 - 21.12.2021
Heather would like to thank everyone for
their kindness, condolences, flowers,
cards, baking, love and support
following the loss of her husband
Graham. A memorial service has been
held.
Please accept this as a
personal acknowledgment.

IN MEMORIAM

Samuel (Sam) Brosnan

11.04.1922 - 15.02.2021
Dad, in the blink of our eyes a year has
gone by since you passed and joined mum
in heaven.
Our hearts are full of memories,
with pride we speak your name.
Though life goes on without you,
it will never be the same.

Forever in our hearts,
your family.
IN MEMORIAM

May Thompson on 19th February 2021

Can't believe it's been a year already. We
really missed you at Christmas, we miss
visiting you and always feeling welcome, we
miss watching sport with you on Sky. You
were always up for anything and ready to
go. Life has certainly changed without you
and Robin. We miss you Nana.
Margaret, and your grandsons
Matthew & Patrick

DOLLS HOUSE Victorian
Doll House shell. 64cm (h)
x 80cm (w) x 42cm (d) plus
books, dolls and furniture
all included. $200ono. Ph
07 888 3718.
BLACK RECLINING CHAIR
and matching footstool.
$200. Ph 07 888 6981.
HOUSE PLANTS Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
YOU KNOW you’re old
when you clean to the
music you used to drink to.
A CROSS-EYED fella told
me to look where I was
going. I told him to go
where he was looking.
TREE LUCERNE packs
only
$3.95.
Attracts
native pigeon and bees
to your property. Kaimai
Garden Centre. Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
GLUTEN
FREE
Beef
sausages available now at
Meat Company, Broadway
Matamata.
I OWN THE worlds worst
thesaurus. Not only is it
awful, it’s awful.
FARM MACHINERY
FOR SALE
Hay Barn Bale Elevator,
McConnell, Rewind.
Excellent Motor etc.... $1,200
Bale Sweep for Loader (Front)
Excellent order.......$300
International 384 2WD
Tractor Fully Serviced, New
Battery + Starter Motor. Very
good Tyres, Sunroof. One
owner for 30+ years...$7,000
Palm Kernel Trailer, small 3
wheeler. Excellent order
$1,800
Wood Splitter. 3 point
linkage. Has table.
Excellent order.....$1,500
Levelling Bar. Approx
13Ft..........$700
Haybob 360 Tedder
in excellent working
order..........$4,000
Vat on wheels 1700Ltr (D/I)
Excellent cond..........$1,200
S/S Food/Concrete Mixer.
No Motor..........$300
ALL PRICES EXCL GST
PH: 0274 988 995
MATAMATA

o you. O Lord our God, we give
honour and glory and praise.
We lift our heart to you with thanksgiving for all
your good gifts, for the many beautiful blessings
of your love that we receive.
We honour your holy name. We respect you
and all those around us. We respect the environment and all of creation.
We look to you for wisdom and guidance in car-

Congratulations!

With love from Deb,
Graham, Mason & Blake
and Grant, Ariella,
Zev & Asher

Phone Sinead 021 157 80 90
if this role would suit you

Are hiring Drivers
Class 2 Drivers License and good
work ethic required

FREE
Sexual
abuse
counselling in Matamata,
Monday - Friday, also
general counselling with
cost negotiated at first
visit. Contact Lynn on
021 267 8682. MNZAC,
ACC Sensitive Claims
Counsellor.

MATAMATA JU JITSU Club.
Self defence for juniors
and seniors. Ph David on
027 231 2606.
KEY CUTTING Biggest
selection. Guthrie Bowron,
Matamata. 17 Arawa
Street. Ph 888 8119.

Phone for further information phone:

0274 118 689 or 07 888 4322

WORK WANTED
CURTAIN
CLEANING
Drapes, Roman blinds.
Removes mildew. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.
VENETIAN
BLINDS
Cleaning & repair. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.
I WASN’T going to get a
brain transplant but then I
changed my mind.
I DIDN’T GET married
because my in-laws didn’t
have any children.
FOR SALE
FREE to give, free to take.
Used plant pots/punnets.
Kaimai Garden Centre.
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.
I TRIED TO come up with
a carpentry pun that
woodwork. I think I nailed
it but nobody saw it.
PRO TIP: Keep cake moist
by eating it all in one go.
You’re welcome!
SELECT FROM our area
of shrubs marked at
only 1/2 price. Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
POND PLANTS plentiful.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.
I AM GIVING up drinking
for a month. Sorry, that
came out wrong. I am
giving up. Drinking for a
month.
SEED POTATOES Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
BIRD FEEDERS Great
selection. Kaimai Garden
Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
AVOCADO PLANTS hass.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.
I FAILED maths so many
times I can’t even count.

Thoughts from the Bible

T

Roger & Anne Willcox
were married on
12 February 1972

ing for it. We desire to give you glory through the
lives we live. We try to be like shining lights for
you.
We want to shine with the light of faith through
Jesus who lives within us.
Day by day we praise you and thank you for
the wonder and goodness of you, our heavenly
father as we worship and adore you. Amen.
 Lalla Loeffen.

WORK WANTED

]� stl
��d�
�

Upcoming changes to MPDC
facility hours

cleoners

The Window Cleaners,
residential and commercial.
Glass and joinery cleaning.

On Monday 21 February Council will be running
training for all staff.
• Council offices will be closed until 9.30am.
• Libraries will be closed until 2pm.

Phone Jane for a quote on
021 857 851
Locally owned and operated
with a smile

Swim Zone pools
Due to a staff shortage we are also making
temporary changes to the opening hours at some of
our Swim Zone facilities from Monday 14 February.

STORAGE

Swim Zone Te Aroha:

MATAMATA SELF
STORAGE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hassle free storage – here
when you need us.
Completely accessible,
secure, pest controlled
multi sized units.
Ph 07 888 7137.

STORAGE short or long
term. Houselots + + +
Sunnypark Storage. Ph:
0274 753 478.

Swim Zone Matamata:
• Monday – Friday 6am – 7pm.
• Saturday & Sunday 11am – 4.30pm.

SUNNYPARK
STORAGE

Please check swimzonepools.co.nz before you visit
our Swim Zone facilities for the latest opening hours.

Long or short term
storage options
House lots, furniture,
document storage.

D J McLeod
Chief Executive Officer

Ph: 0274 753 478
VEHICLES indoor covered
vehicle storage AVAILABLE
NOW! Long term at
Sunny Park Storage Ph
0274753478.

Monday – Closed.
Tuesday 7 - 10am (exercise only), 10am – 6pm.
Wednesday 7 - 10am (exercise only), 10am – 6pm.
Thursday 7 - 10am (exercise only), 10am – 6pm.
Friday 7 - 10am (exercise only), 10am – 2.30pm.
Saturday 10am - 7pm.
Sunday 10am - 3pm.

M10550

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS

50th

Happy
Anniversary

We are new to the area and searching for a
mature lady that has an evening spare,
maybe every Friday eve or every second
Friday eve to sit in our home with our
teenage daughters (15 & 13 years) while we
are out for 2-3 hours.
No housework involved or work of any kind
just be here, watch some TV and relax and
get paid!

FOR SALE

$

For family notices,
phone 07 888 4489

WORK WANTED
EXPERIENCED CLEANER
available for residential
homes between 9am and
3pm. Ph 027 228 2007.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

MATAMATA POP-UP
Vaccination Clinics
Matamata Medical Centre are helping the booster vaccination
programme with two pop-up clinics for the Matamata Community.

Wednesday 23rd February & 2nd March
9am - 3pm | St Johns Hall, Rawhiti Ave
WALK-IN ONLY | NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
NOTE: These clinics are NOT available on bookmyvaccine.nz
Adults: 1st/2nd and booster doses
12-18 Year olds: 1st and 2nd doses
Children Vaccinations: 5-11 Year olds
SCENE 15 February, 2022
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Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz

ADVICE

BUILDER

CONTRACTING

ENTERTAINMENT

CAFE

CURTAIN CLEANING

FARMING

Matamata Citizen’s Advice Bureau
is confidential, impartial and free!
41a Hetana St,
Matamata
Railside By the Green
Ph: 07 888 8176
matamata@cab.org.nz

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Ltd

In home service and
repairs for all your
whiteware and home
appliances

Personalised Innovative Dairy Solutions

Workshop drop off repairs available by
arrangement.
Call 07 888 4910 or text 021 302 840
Email: service@cleaverappliances.co.nz

Ziggy: 021 394 555 | www.betamilking.co.nz

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

CARPET CARE

DECORATING

FARMING

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

CARTAGE

DECORATING

FENCING

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

CLEANING

DECORATING

FENCING

COMPUTERS

EARTHWORKS

FINANCE

For ALL your automotive WOF,
SERVICE and REPAIRS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
NOW DOING

NO FIX,
NO CHARGE!
Since 2001

BUILDER

• Town and country fencing
• Tree and stump removal
Free
• Post and pole augers
Quotes
• Site maintenance
• 5 Tonne tip truck

• New PC’s and Laptops
• Sales and Repair
• Small or medium business IT solutions
• Onsite support – guaranteed service
• Conversions of VHS to CD/DVD
22 Arawa St, Matamata
Mon-Fri: 9am – 5pm
07 888 5930 | 021 028 89558
www.hurricanecomputers.co.nz
Nayan Ahir

Call Raymond | 0274 956 675 | selmans@xtra.co.nz

COMPUTERS

ELECTRICAL

FIREWOOD

F I R E W O O D FA C T O R Y

FREE DELIVERY - WIDE RANGE
0800FIREWD (0800 347 393)

WWW.FIREWOODFACTORY.CO.NZ

BUILDER

18

SCENE 15 February, 2022

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz
PANELBEATERS

GLASS & GLAZING

PRINTING

STORAGE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

See us for all your Insurance Repairs
• Panelbeating
• Plastic Welding
• Windscreens
• 24 Hour Towing
& Salvage
23 Waihou Street
07 888 7831

GLASS & GLAZING

PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Painters
Exterior & interior painting
Plastering & Wallpapering
Dustless Sanding System
Airless spraypainting

Phone Phillip 07 888 8942
Mobile 027 6061 821

HEAT PUMPS

PLASTERING

Experience + Care = Excellence
www.kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
Contact us on 027 208 8669

Preserve and Protect your Property
with Tailored’s superior storage units

Contact: 0800 437 088 • admin@tailoredstorage.co.nz
31 Rockford Street, Matamata
www.tailoredstorage.co.nz

HEAT PUMPS

PLUMBING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

HYDRAULIC SERVICES

PLUMBING

PROPERTY SERVICES

STUMP GRINDING

PLUMBING

RESPITE CARE

TRUCK FOR HIRE

GIVE US A CALL ABOUT
YOUR HYDRAULIC HOSE
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

24/7
027 812 6632 | ma�minky@icloud.com
LANDSCAPING

RESPITE CARE WAIKATO LIMITED
Offering Live-In Care in the Client's own home
- Respite breaks for the full-time Carer
- Post Operation Care as required
- Palliative Comfort Care
MOH Carer Support subsidies may apply.
Private Care also welcome.
Please contact Karen Gibson on 027 547 6246

PANELBEATERS

PLUMBING

ROOFING

WHEELIE BIN

• 240L Rubbish Bins and Green Waste Bins
• Bins washed EVERY empty
• 4, 7 and 9m Skip Bins
• Town or Country collections

Phone for further information on:

07 888 4322

Who has at least 28,000*eyes checking
out their businesses EVERY WEEK?
LOCALS PROMOTING

Locals!

That would be the clever local
businesses who advertise in SCENE!
*Based on two readers per household. Scene distributes 7,000 copies every week.

Wanna join em’? It’s easy as!
Simply give us a call, or flick us an email and for as
little as only $22+GST per week, your business will
be SCENE in your community!
Phone: 07 888 4489 | sales@sceneonline.co.nz
SCENE 15 February, 2022
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Matamata Real Estate

New Year - New Home
Your selling opportunity is here!
If you or someone you know is considering buying
or selling call us today.

J o a n n e M o r g a n AREINZ

Best commission rate in town

Director/Sales Consultant
027 475 6609
joanne@mre.nz

Stuart Brizzle
021 220 4090
stuart@mre.nz

Julie Pivac
027 288 2884
julie@mre.nz

Licensed REAA 2008

Fishing Report

H

i, wow. Talk about tropical weather,
24.1 degrees at 4.30 in the morning –
who needs to go to the islands? Very nice rain for the local
land and a bit of a freshen up for the streams around the
district. If you get a chance go out and have a cast or two
as the bit of extra colour in the water can help your strike
rate.
In the Rotorua area the small but very productive
Ngongataha stream is producing some very nice fish.
On Saturday I had a guy call into the shop who last week
bagged himself a ten pounder in there! For jigging you
can’t go past the good old Vercoe’s reef in Lake Rotoiti.
My man on the scene down there is Glenn Skinner, well
known for his guiding skills. Glenn tells me his charters
have been getting some real beauties in the past few
days. For trolling you don’t really go past Tarawera at the
moment. In particular, down Humphries Bay area.
To the Taupo region and the rivers down there have
had a good flush out after the heavy rain last week. This
will make them a real joy to fish this week. Out on the
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Chris Bungard - Matamata Sportsworld
lake the early morning harling is working very nicely and
has been for a while now. During the heat of the day, and
there is no shortage of that at the moment, the jigging is
your best option. Deep trolling the next best choice.
Over to the sea and the west coast. I like to catch up
with Dwayde Pinny as you know because he is out there
whenever Mother Nature allows. Dwayde has been very
pleased with the snapper fishing out there at the moment.
In Dwayde’s words, and I quote; “The bloody things are
everywhere at the moment.” Dwayde has been getting
limit bags in as shallow as 15m and out as far as 45m.
Dwayde has also commented on the condition and size of
the snapper – in a positive way that is, they are excellent.
Up to the Coromandel and the area got a bit of a hiding
over the weekend – strong winds and big seas. These
conditions look to be settling down this week and should
fish really well. Talking to Darryll of Snapper Safaris, he
tells me there are some very nice snapper in the mussel
farms at the moment.
Over to the Mercury Bay area and John Ellwood tells me

there are some awesome snapper in the deeper water
out around Cuvea Island at the moment. Also, talking to
a mate that has a bach at Opito Bay, he has been catching
some very good snapper out on the sand.
Over in the Bay of Plenty the game fishing is going quite
well. The guys who are fishing around the Alderman’s
and up to The Hook off Red Merc are getting good results.
Last week a number of our fishing club members
ventured down to Waihou Bay. Down there most of them
had some sort of action with those elusive game fish.
One new club member, Angus Holmes, weighed in
a 42.2kg yellow fin, nice work! But local fisho, Bryan
Shepherd, had a great trip.
Fishing solo, Bryan had several strikes – then it all
happened! A double hook up on Marlin. Bryan eventually
got both of them to the boat tagging one and bringing
the other onboard. Nice work ah! The next day to top the
weekend off, he landed himself a 40.8kg yellow fin – now
that’s a fishing trip!
 Happy fishing, Bungey.

