Inaugural Middle-earth “Halfling”
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Stuff with Caron...

H

i and welcome to this week. I hope all of you mum’s out was something he wasn’t sure he would have the privilege to do.
there had a wonderful Sunday celebrating Mother’s Day Thankfully however, he made it and although Saturday was ‘his’
– especially if you were fortunate enough to have your families day, prior work commitments meant my happies were extended
around you. Personally, I don’t buy into the commercial side of a day early. But, in the company of all his friends he had a super
acknowledgements like this, but it really is lovely that this one awesome birthday party, so here’s to you Ronnie and making the
day of the year inspires most of us to show the women in our most of the littlest things – sometimes, as we all know, it’s the
lives they are appreciated and loved, and have the opportunity little things that become the biggest things.
to simply say ‘thanks’ for everything they do. My mum, my
So on Saturday it was back to the big club to honour Matamata
sister, the most gorgeous little neffy in the world and my
Rotary’s 75th anniversary since they were chartered in
three beautiful louts all popped round and, whether
Matamata. The jubilee committee did a fantastic job of
it was gentle persuasion from my youngest’s
organising the day and with special guests including
partner Tash – or whether they are just ‘adulting’
‘George’ and ‘James’, Mayor Ash Tanner and his wife
really well I don’t know, but with a gorgeous gift and
Tracey, past members from all over the region and of course,
beautiful flowers, I have to say my day was more than
Rotary’s District Governor Ross Pinkham from Hastings, it
a wee bit spesh!
went off without a hitch. Photos will follow next week
Anyway, as far as the weekend went, it was
but, in the meantime, huge congratulations have to go
so cool to be out and about again with life
to David Hulme who had the pleasure of launching
pretty much hitting the ‘old’ days! Lots
the three quarter century anniversary book he has
of events, people, and stuff happening
worked so incredibly hard on over the past year
all over the show is something we
– no small feat! Following that - and just quietly
all took for granted until Covid
feeling a wee bit dusty, it was back with the Friday
came along – but now it seems, with
night mob and off to Sofra for an early dinner –
minimal restrictions, the vibe around
and a very early night!
the community is increasingly alive
Finally, on Sunday evening, I trundled out to
and positive. Everyone is once
Matamata Fishing Club where dozens of locals
again enjoying getting together,
weighed in the spoils of a great weekend’s fishing.
celebrating events and affording
Again, these will be featured next
themselves the luxury of making
week but you’re going to want to
plans without a backup plan! Who
check out a couple of the highlights
would have thought…
– including a massive Kingy and a
On Friday night, along with
more than reasonable Snapper or
a bunch of the funnest people
three. It’s always cool to see families
ever, I went to Matamata Club to
enjoying time on the water, and
share birthday celebrations of a
good times with friends doing what
great guy who certainly knows
they love, especially with the added
appreciation. Several years ago,
bonus of fresh caught dinner!
he was diagnosed with pancreatic
Well with all that said, I guess
cancer and although his journey
that’s
about me for this week so be
ABOVE: Happy 65th Ron Lines! Pictured with his awesome
has definitely been a mix of happy, cake made by one of his besties, Nicole Durning, Ron was good, be kind and be careful and,
bad, sad and glad, being around over the moon to celebrate the milestone with his nearest until next time, I’ll see you round
to acknowledge his 65th birthday and dearest on Saturday.
like a party popper. 

people...
OUR COMMUNITY...
Name:
Birthplace:
Status:
Occupation:
Schooling:

AWARD WINNER 2021
2021 OVERALL SERVICE
EXCELLENCE WINNER
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Margaret Troughton
Matamata
Married to Sam for 37 years
Real Estate Agent
One of the first pupils at the
new Firth Primary, Matamata
Intermediate and Matamata
College.
Family: Two wonderful sons, Kent and
Guy.
Favourite food: Oysters - any way, shape or
form. Sam took me to the Bluff Oyster Festival one
year... Heaven!
Favourite music: Van Morrison and anything by the Eagles.
Best movie I’ve ever seen: Sam took me to the worst movie I’ve ever
seen, which is “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre”, but my favourite is
“Out of Africa”.
Last book I read: Paris Apartment. It’s the story of a young girl who is
bequeathed an apartment which belonged to her Great Grandmother.
My proudest moment: This sort of snuck up on me because I didn’t
think I would react the way I did but when our son Kent and his wife
had our first grandchild, a beautiful baby girl, I just burst in to tears.
Most embarrassing moment: I was putting the wheelie bin out on
a cold frosty morning just as Sam was taking the boys to school. I
was in my white nightie and suddenly slipped on the frost. My nightie
came up around my neck and, as I subsequently learned later, one of
the boys said, “Floor it dad”, and they took off leaving me to fend for
myself.
Favourite pastime: I love lying in the sun with a really good book.
My friends would describe me as: Positive, outgoing and in full
control.
What I like most about our community: You cannot beat Matamata.
We are so lucky to live in rural New Zealand where we know our
neighbours. We look after each other.

www.sceneonline.co.nz
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Service clubs here for the kids

W

ith the common goal of supporting
their community, local service
groups were delighted to be invited
to Matamata Playcentre this week to
celebrate completion of a very special
project.
On behalf of the committee, parents,
caregivers and families, Gillian Ross
welcomed Matamata Lions, Hinuera/
Te Poi Lions, Rotary and Kiwanis
representatives to a special picnic
morning as a way of thanking them for
their respective assistance in funding a
water feature designed, built and installed
by local engineers, Reid & Harrison.
“Matt and the team at Reid & Harrison
did an outstanding job of creating a
resource in our paddock development
that our children thoroughly enjoy” said
Gillian. “It’s a lot of fun, safe and, made
from stainless steel, definitely durable
enough to see a few generations through”
she said. “However, it would not have been
possible without the huge generosity of
your service groups and we are extremely
grateful for your continued support.”
For Matt, father to a beautiful five-yearold daughter, he says it was a lot of fun
ensuring the structure would offer fun,
challenges and even educational benefits.
“The old school water pump type taps
mean the children will need to work for
their water” he laughed! “But also, with
flappers installed at the end of the water
chutes, they can have fun containing
water before it runs into the catchment
pool at the bottom. Obviously younger
children, with supervision, can use this

@

as a paddling pool in the warmer months.
We then installed the feature onto a
concrete pad which will ensure it remains
useable and safe throughout the seasons.”

Along with the water feature, further
developments are planned as part of the
natural play space long term plan.
 Caron Stewart.

House & Land Packages

UNDER CONSTRUCTION NOW
5 Batham Drive

1b Kilbride Road

6 Batham Drive

Proud to be local
builders - using
local suppliers

For more information

ABOVE: Pictured from left representing Rotary is Robert Stuart, Matamata Playcentre’s
Gillian Ross, Kiwanian Garry King, Hinuera/Te Poi Lion John van Heuven, and Reid &
Harrison stainless foreman, Matt Baird. Although Matamata Lions were unable to attend,
they were also acknowledged for their financial assistance provided through the annual
fertiliser drive.

Abby Payze
New Home Consultant

0275 125 701

www.milestonehomes.co.nz

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Matamata Club Inc.

WORKIES BAR - NOW OPEN!
7.30pm
START

The bar will be OPEN and we are
kicking off with our famous....

KARAOKE | FRIDAY 13 MAY


 





  

$20 Entry Fee | 9.30am Registration
Prize Giving afterwards at Walton Golf Club
NON- GOLFERS WELCOME

HELP RAISE MONEY FOR
OUR LOCAL CHOPPER

We offer live streaming in our chapel
as well as most other locations.

Committed to connecting families through a time of grief.


6 Tamihana Street, Matamata | office@watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz
www.watersonsfuneralservices.co.nz

QUIZ NIGHT | MAY 26, 7pm | RAWHITI LOUNGE

$20 per person - teams of 4-6 people. Auctions on the
night. Contact Miranda Thomson on 027 403 4177 or
miranda.thomson@westpac.co.nz
Terms & conditions apply to all special offers & promotion. See in Club for full details.

Matamata Club Inc.

Rawhiti Ave, Matamata | 07 888 7060 | OPEN 7 DAYS
www.matamataclub.co.nz
Members, Affiliates, Guests and Prospective Members Welcome.

Graeme Waterson | Fay Waterson | Ray Bestwick | Pam Bestwick | Jarrod Dunweg | Roy Martin | Isla Smith
SCENE 10 May, 2022
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Slim our waste – do you have the
solution to cut back on landfill?

WINTER IS
HERE!!

We do Retrofit double glazing,
re-rubbering or re-putty
plus see us for:
Security and/or locks
Door and window hardware
Glass supply
Flyscreen supply and maintenance
Kitchen and bathroom splashbacks
Locksmiths
Catdoors
NEW LOCATION
85 FIRTH STREET

85 Firth Street, Matamata

....
.
.
.
.
.
Day
pm
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What is the problem?

n Matamata-Piako over 15 tonnes of
food waste is thrown out in rubbish
bags every week at the kerbside and a
further 19 tonnes is collected through
private collection services. Nationally
over 300,000 tonnes is collected weekly.
All of this ends up in landfill.

So what?

Food and other organic waste in landfill
is problematic because it releases a
notorious greenhouse gas called methane,
adding to landfill instability and climate
change woes in general.

Is there a solution?

I once enjoyed lunch at a socially
assertive cafeteria where the sign above
the rubbish bin reminded me that ‘wasting
food is a social crime’ making the point it
is an injustice for food to be thrown away
while many people cannot afford to eat.
Very true and I think we all understand
the importance of reducing food waste,
but we still need a non-landfill solution
to things like potato peelings, apple cores
and coffee grinds (and avocado stones,
which you can compost).
The council does not currently provide a
segregated food waste collection service.
Our waste collection contract will soon
be up for renewal and we are considering
separate food waste collection as part of
our due diligence, but we are not there yet
and municipal collection may not be the

best solution to this challenge.

What about home
composting and worm
farms?

Yes and yes! These are both excellent
options for reducing food waste to landfill
and are superb options for urban and
rural properties. The trick is setting up
a comprehensive network across the
district to deal with the 30 tonnes that
currently go to landfill.

So what are the other
options to reduce waste to
landfill?

You tell us! At MPDC we have a new
Waste Minimisation Contestable Fund
resourced from the waste minimisation
levy (a central government funding
stream rather than directly from the
general rates). This fund aims to unleash
the innovation of our district to help

solve some of our waste management
problems by providing up to $10,000 to
a community group or organization to
kick-start a waste minimisation initiative.
After all, there are over 32,000 brilliant
minds within our district boundaries so
the council is keen to see what we as a
district can come up with!This year we are
particularly interested in ideas that target
food and other green waste because this
represents one of the largest divertible
waste streams that currently ends up in
landfill. However, there are no restrictions
and the council wants to hear about any
waste minimisation ideas. The fund
closes this week on May 13 and you can
read more about it and apply at mpdc.nz/
wmmp.
 James Sainsbury.
NOTE: James Sainsbury is a MatamataPiako District Councillor for the
Matamata Ward and member of the Waste
Minimisation Committee.
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The Most Amazing art
class for beginners
• Especially Designed for
Beginners to Intermediate
• Step-By-Step Curriculum
Makes Learning Easy
• Sessions Available: Morning
- 9.30am - 12.30pm
• All In-Class Materials &
Refreshments are Supplied
• 3 Hour class with Qualiﬁed Tutor
• Only $49 per week
After initial $84 registration fee
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Matamata
St Andrews Hall,
20 Meura Street, Matamata

027 221 1027
www.seasonsartclass-waikato.com

Proud to promote local news, local
advertising and local ownership. This is
our community and we’re proud to keep
it that way!

EDITORIAL Contact Caron:
caron@sceneonline.co.nz
0274 127 062
ADVERTISING Contact Milly:
sales@sceneonline.co.nz
027 827 4773
CLASSIFIED / GENERAL ENQUIRIES
hello@sceneonline.co.nz
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of management.

Layout and Design: Scene Printing: Horton Media
Distribution: By awesome locals to 7,000 homes weekly!

88 Arawa Street, Matamata | 07 888 4489
www.sceneonline.co.nz

www.sceneonline.co.nz
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Middle-earth “Halfling” marathon a huge success

brand new event to promote the
unique and bucolic landscapes of
the Matamata-Piako district was held last
weekend.
The inaugural Middle-earth™ Halfling™
Marathon offered an immersive and unique
themed event for runners and walkers of
all levels through Hobbiton™ Movie Set
and the surrounding picturesque rolling
green hills of the Waikato farmland.
The event is the first of its kind for
Hobbiton Movie Set who are best known
for their tours of the 12-acre Movie Set
location as seen in The Lord of the Rings
and The Hobbit Trilogies.
“It’s been about five years since the
concept was originally discussed,” said
Hobbiton Movie Set Deputy CEO Shayne
Forrest. “The Middle-earth Halfling
marathon is something we have wanted to
do for a long time so we were very pleased
when we received over 1,200 entries.
Participants explored some beautiful and

never-before-traversed landscapes during
the event that blended together the world
of off-road running with the world of
Middle-earth – something we’re sure
must be pretty unique as far as running
events go! The wooden finishers medals
were pretty special too.”
Made possible with the support of the
Thermal Explorer Regional Events Fund,
the panel were thrilled to support the
development of this exciting new event,
said Nicola Greenwell, Lead Entity and
Panel representative. “The Halfling is such
a unique sporting event and we had no
doubt it would attract a large number of
runners, walkers and their supporters to
the Waikato from all around the country,
bringing significant economic benefit to
the district and wider region.”
The event featured two distances,
the Halfling Marathon 21.1km, and the
Eleventyfirst 11.1km. Both courses began
at Buckland Landing, just across from The

Shire’s Rest where Hobbiton Movie Set’s
home base is, with breath-taking views
across the valley and the mighty Kaimai
ranges towering in the distance.
With staggered start times, the Halfling
Marathon and the Eleventyfirst journeyed
through the farmland, twisted and
turned around the track before arriving
into Hobbiton through the meandering
pathways of the village. Each distance got
to visit areas on the Alexander Farm that
were used for filming but not otherwise
accessible on tours, including the original
Gandalf’s Cutting as seen in The Lord of
the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.
After a dash through The Green Dragon
Inn, where the thirstiest of halflings
stopped for a quick tipple to quench their
thirst, runners continued to the finish line
where their fellowship of supporters were
waiting. Huge thanks went to members
of Matamata Rotary that assisted with
marshalling and other duties. 

Keeping the energy ﬂowing

The finest quality premium
sheepskin, merino possum
knitwear and knitting wool

SALE

10

%

OFF

POSSUM MERINO KNITWEAR
MENS | WOMENS | JUMPERS | HATS
SCARFS | BEANIES | SOCKS | GLOVES
PONCHOS | CARDIGANS | JACKETS
SALE ENDS SUNDAY MAY 15

SHEEPSKIN
TRADER

GREAT RANGE OF 100%
WOOL KNITTING YARN

UPCOMING POWER OUTAGE FOR
MATAMATA, TIRAU, PUTARURU
AND SURROUNDING AREAS
SUNDAY 29 MAY 2022, 7:30am – 4:30pm

Why is the power going off?
Transpower, the owner and operator of the National
Grid, and Powerco who connect homes and
businesses in this region, are undertaking essential
maintenance work on the connecting lines into the
Hinuera substaton.
Unfortunately, this maintenance cannot be undertaken
while the substation is in service.
Transpower would like to advise the residents and
businesses in and around Matamata, Tirau, Putaruru
and surrounding areas that a power out is required on:

Sunday 29 May 2022,
from 7:30am – 4:30pm.
Please note if you are affected by this outage, you will
be or have been notiﬁed by your retailer. If you are
affected by this outage you will be notiﬁed by your
retailer. For Matamata and Tirau Central Business
Districts there will be a brief 30 minute outage
between 7:30am and 8:30am and again between
3:30pm and 4:30pm in the afternoon, but other than
that you will be unaffected by this outage.
We recognise that there is never an ideal time for
consumers to be without electricity and we apologise
for any inconvenience this power outage may cause.
Transpower and Powerco have worked to ﬁnd a time
that is least inconvenient.
For information on whether your property is affected,
please call Powerco on 0800 769 372.

Outage area

27

Matamata
and Tirau
CBD supply
unaffected

Waharoa

Highways
Railways

Matamata
29

24

28

1

Tirau
Lake Karapiro

Putaruru
Arapuni

Lake Arapuni

1

Tokoroa

In case of adverse weather affecting the day,
the alternative outage date is Sunday 12 June.

PREPARING FOR THE POWER OUTAGE

1. If you are reliant on electricity for medical support equipment, please contact your medical provider for advice.

LOTHLORIAN

10 Waharoa Road, Matamata (next to Z Station) • 7 Main Road, Tirau
OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-Sat: 9.30am - 5pm Sun: 10am - 4pm
www.kiwigearsheepskin.com

2. Turn off all electronic appliances at the wall (microwaves, TVs, DVDs, computers etc).
3. Lift and store enough drinking water from personal water wells before the power goes off.
4. If you are on shift work, ﬁll up your petrol tank the night before – remember pumps and eftpos won’t work.
5. While the power is off, treat all power lines and electrical wiring as being live at all times as it could be
restored earlier than planned.
TPSM26410522
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Agony Aunt...

I

think even the most chauvinistic
of men would still admit they
have it easy in comparison to a
woman’s lot. Men are always
going on about how strong
they are but I’ll wager that
not one of them would even
consider trading places with
us.
Let’s start at infancy... right
from the word go girls are pigeon
holed into gender specific roles with
games and toys and even what subjects
they take at school. Sports are often
limited to what the law says girls can
and cannot take part in. Young girls are
expected to dress and behave in a certain
way and in many cultures are very much
expected to do all of the menial household
chores that the boys in the household do
not have to do.
When they go through puberty women
are saddled with the cycle that every
month brings about a level of pain and
discomfort that no man is ever going
to experience. We even had Lydie Ko
referencing her period pain as a reason
she required medical support in her

www.sceneonline.co.nz
most recent golf tournament just
last week. Every woman also
knows that, come the end
of her life set of cycles, she
will be dragged through the
menopause drama involving
those horrible hot and cold
temperatures that can come
along when they are least
expected.
Childbirth is the epitome
though isn’t it? Having the inside of
you stretched to the point where you feel
you are going to render yourself in two.
If men had to have babies there would
be a lot of single children families let me
tell you. Men don’t have to breastfeed
either so their sleep pattern is seldom
interrupted. I knew a couple who were
having their first child. The husband
made the big grandiose statement about
support and he was going to be hands
on, up for the nightly feeds, bathing and
changing. First night, 2am he’s up, grabs
baby, brings her to bed and puts baby back
after the feeding. Second night, up again
but not so sprightly this time. Third night
has to get kicked awake to get baby and on

QUALITY
FLOORING
WHAT’S ON TOP
AND SO MUCH
MORE!
When it comes to providing our clients
with a premium finish, we go the extra
mile to ensure that your flooring is laid
on the best possible foundation.
We start as we mean to finish and you
can be assured of a quality experience
from go to whoa!
We’re local, we’re experienced and we
go the extra mile.

see us for a

FREE MEASURE
AND QUOTE

today!

the fourth night he brings a thermos of tea
to bed for his wife and says, “ I’ve made
you some tea for the early morning feed...
don’t wake me”. From being father of the
year he lasted four nights.
Contraception is even a bigger pain for
women. The good old pill may have been
convenient but it did come with some
side effects...not for the man though and
how many women had to get their tubes
tied in a complicated procedure when a

Tim van de Molen

W

e all look for ways to
get a great deal when
we’re shopping. Buying a good
quality product that’s value for money is
sensible, but we can’t have it all. We have
to make careful choices to ensure we
have money to cover the necessities and
hopefully, some of the nice-to-haves.
It’s no different at a national level, with
the forthcoming Budget announcement
next week, where the Government will
detail how they plan to spend our taxpayer funds to finance the things our
country needs and wants. There is no
shortage of things we desperately need.
Transport and infrastructure projects
which this Government cancelled or has
failed to progress, such as the Waikato
Expressway extension to Piarere, are now
so badly needed due to increased traffic
volumes and safety concerns; it’s vital this
gets funded and approved in this Budget
round.
Law and order needs a tough stance and
an injection of sorely-needed funding to
increase Police resourcing. Hard-working
frontline Police in Matamata are dealing
with increases in violent crimes, gang
offences, and large disorderly gatherings
enacting dangerous driving behaviour, not
to mention the disgraceful rise in criminal
incidents involving youth offenders. The
Budget must provide funding for Police to
tackle these serious concerns.
The invasion of Ukraine has brought
into focus the need for investment in our
New Zealand Defence Force’s (NZDF)

Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12noon
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capabilities. With current funding 40%
under the OECD average, this Budget must
prioritise NZDF so they can provide the
civil and defence operations we rely on
them to undertake, when we need them
most. From tactical military operations
to cyber security, our NZDF must be
resourced to tackle any challenge this
modern world presents.
Education needs have intensified over
the pandemic period. Numeracy and
literary rates have plummeted. Schools
are dealing with higher truancy as some
students and their families struggle to
re-engage with the system after months
of disturbed learning processes. In some
cases, older children are forgoing school
to contribute to household earnings due
to rising costs of living. Housing costs
under this Government have skyrocketed.
These must be addressed, with solutions
proposed in this budget.
If these last two years have highlighted
any need, it’s that our health system does
not need to be unnecessarily divided and
precious finances wasted setting up a
separate ethnicity-based system. Allocate
funds wisely towards improving wait
times without shipping people out of their
region. Investing in staffing, technology,
and infrastructure is vital to provide a
world class health system.
Kiwis are doing it tough. It remains to
be seen if this Government listens to our
communities and will deliver what we
need.
 Tim van de Molen.

Your MP for Waikkato

Tim.vandeMolenMP@parliament.govt.nz
0800 GET TIM (0800 438 846)
TimvandeMolenWaikato

Authorised by Tim van de Molen, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

www.flooringdesign.co.nz

hello@sceneonline.co.nz

Tim van de Molen

Unit 1, 19 Rawhiti Ave ( The Base) Matamata
Phone: 07 880 9493
OPENING HOURS

vasectomy is a simple operation for a man.
Men even complain about their standard
health checks. The indignity of getting
their prostate checked sends many men
running for the hills. Why don’t they have
a go at breast screening? To simulate this
guys, take the fleshy part of your skin
just above the stomach and slam it in the
fridge door just as hard as you can. With
that thought firmly etched in your head,
I’ll see you again soon.  Annette Gaine.

www.sceneonline.co.nz

Scene around...

H

Matamata Intermediate School CCC Badges

ere at Matamata Intermediate School we strive to create an environment where everyone feels their mana is cared for, acknowledged and nurtured.
Consideration, commitment and common sense are taught and displayed as a normal part of our way of being. To acknowledge individuals within our school who are
consistently displaying these virtues and raising the mana of our place we award CCC Badges. Check out our first CCC Badge recipients of Term 2.

Mangawhero
Whaanau

Waihou
Whaanau

Piako
Whaanau

Waitoa
Whaanau

Cru is described as kind,
thoughtful and fun loving. He
consistently demonstrates our
school values of consideration,
commitment and common sense.
He is someone who through
their awesomeness and positive
attitude creates a safe and secure
atmosphere for others.
His
willingness to try new things
and get involved in an array of
opportunities is seeing him grow
in his personal strengths. Cru is
patient and never has an unkind
word to say. It is our absolute
honour to see Cru receive this
week’s Mangawhero CCC Badge.

Confidence, integrity, powerful
and amiable are some of the many
traits that Rya has. She stays true
to herself and never lets anything
compromise who she is. Her
openness to new learning, trying
new things, making mistakes and
being prepared to challenge the
status quo has gained the respect
of her peers. Rya is constantly
challenging herself to be better
than she was the day before.
Her humility, kindness and
thoughtfulness supports others
to feel safe and cared for. We are
so proud to award Rya with this
week’s Waihou CCC Badge.

Haiden approaches all aspects
of school life with commitment,
determination and a positive
attitude.
He never seeks
recognition above others which
endears him to everyone. Haiden
has immersed himself in all
that school has to offer. He is
an outstanding sportsman who
competes fairly in any sport or
game situation looking for ways
to be inclusive of all. His polite
and humble manner makes
Haiden a more than worthy
recipient of Piako’s CCC Badge
this week.

Brooklyn is a kind and gentle
soul who diplomatically leaves
his mark on everything he does.
He defines integrity with his
authentically kind personality
and genuine empathy for others.
He is humble in all areas of his
life. He is a talented athlete but
will choose to help his classmates
succeed in a game, rather
than obtain continuous glory.
Brooklyn has endless potential
as a leader. Waitoa is so proud
of this amazing student and is
honoured to see him receive this
week’s CCC badge.

Waitoa
Whaanau

Cooper is a kind, thoughtful
and bubbly person to be around.
He has grown into an exceptional
leader. He has a great sense
of humour and inspires those
around him with his passion
for anime and sketching. His
hardwork and commitment to
completing all his learning tasks
to the best of ability sets a great
role model for others. Cooper
quietly supports those around
him to be the best they can be
too. Cooper is a most worthy CCC
Badge recipient.

Massive
SLAT BEDS
CLEARANCE

BE QUICK
MUST GO!

Plus...
SELECTED

DRESSER
MIRRORS

SINGLES FROM

FROM

$

10

QUEENS FROM

.00

SHOWROOM INSTORE

Excludes Mattresses

49
199

$
$

.00
.00

Pop in and see Noel for a FREE in home consultation and Measure and Quote
Convenience at your service | Custom Made to Order

FREE DELIVERY - Within a 40km radius | *15% GOLD CARD DISCOUNT

CO M P L E T E H O M E F U R N I S H I N G

*Not available on already discounted items. Conditions may apply.

Cnr Tainui & Tamihana Streets, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 8625
Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Saturday 9.30am - 1pm

DRIVER LICENSING | CAR REGISTRATION

This service is only available:
Mon, Tues, Wed - 9am - 4.30pm
Please come in - No phone line available
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Time Travel...

I

With Richard Prevett

The Iron Curtain

sometimes wonder how many other people in New
Zealand once participated in smuggling a woman
across The Iron Curtain.

What was the Iron Curtain?

Well, it referred to the stringent border controls of The
Cold War between the 1950’s and 1972 separating the
eastern communist block in Europe from the democratic
west. Rather like The Covid Curtain recently experienced
in New Zealand. A very limited number of people allowed
in or out.
In an appalling savage act in 1968 the ghastly Russian
leader Leonid Brezhnev decided to invade Czechoslovakia
which was leaning toward democratic liberalisation.
Sound familiar?
No doubt Vladimir Putin who crawled out of the training
barracks of the KGB, referred to this blueprint when he
ordered Russian troops to attack the Ukraine. Yugoslavia
(now divided into Serbia, Bosnia etc) was behind The
Iron Curtain ruled by Marshall Tito. In 1969 I was in
Yugoslavia travelling with three other New Zealanders.
Extracts from my daily journal follow. Names have been
changed to avoid novichok poisoning by Russian agents.
My travelling companions were Ken, Claire and Bella.

Monday July 14, 1969

Continuing along the Adriatic coast to Rijecka. A long

journey of 147 miles because it sounds as though the
bearings in the differential of our Commer campervan
have gone. There is a noisy whine so we are freewheeling down the hills and stopping every couple of
hours to avoid overheating. Reached the Yugoslav-Italian
border at Kozina just a few miles from the port of Trieste.
PANIC STATIONS at the border. Claire could not find her
bloody passport. Searched the vehicle while we mentally
retraced Claire’s footsteps since the passport was last
seen. Eventually realised that she had left it in Petrovac
– 500 miles away. The other end of the earth as far as
communication in Yugoslavia go.

Wednesday July 16, 1969

Still no news from Petrovac. After lunch the four of us
strolled across the fields adjacent to the border post to
investigate the possibilities of Claire sneaking over the
fences in the dark. Before we were 200 yards from the
road an excited guard and huge Alsatian were running
toward us. He fired his gun in the air as through we were
a platoon of American soldiers. Within seconds four more
soldiers and dogs emerged from dugouts and surrounded
us. However, we stayed relaxed and smiling, intimating
that we were just stupid foreigners out to enjoy a country
stroll and they let us return to the road. Tomorrow we will
smuggle Claire through another border 20 miles away.
She can hide beneath one of the bunks in the Commer.
The British Consulate have hinted that this would be the
easiest way out of the problem – and The Iron Curtain.

Thursday July 17 1969

Claire is dead scared about stowing away to cross the
border and this made her just a little more desperate in
her pleas to the police and post office to try and locate the
passport. But to no avail.

Sunday July 20 1969

Everyone here at the border knows our predicament
and even the guard who fired a warning shot across our
bows the other day gave us a cheerful wave.
Realising we cannot wait here forever, we drove to
the outskirts of the pretty little harbour of Koper and
eased Claire into a lying position underneath the bunk.
Camouflaged her with bags and clothes just in case
customs should choose to venture inside the van. But the
Yugoslav and Italian officials inspected the credentials
of Ken, Bella and I and waved us through. Claire was
thankful to be able to evacuate the coffin-like enclosure.
Brave girl.

Monday 21 July 1969

Claire obtained a provisional passport from the British
Consulate in Venice. Watched the man walking on the
moon this morning – a live broadcast on the motorcamp’s
black and white television.
Further episodes from the 1969 travel chronicles of the
intrepid four Kiwis will be told in future Scenes unless
there is a public outcry from readers. Email Caron with
“Like” or “Dislike”.  Richard Prevett.

Morrinsville’s Newest Village
SHOW HOME OPEN DAILY | 10am - 4pm
75% of Stage Three houses SOLD, only ONE Type E Villa left!

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, one garage. 136 sqm. $849,000. Completion date end of
2023. Secure this Villa for $1000 deposit. (conditions apply)
* Stage Three

Promotion:

Purchase your new home in Lockerbie Village and you will be entered into the draw to WIN a
luxury two-night getaway at Huka Lodge, Taupo. This fabulous prize includes pre-dinner drinks,
canapes; a gourmet five course set menu dinner each evening, accommodation, full country
breakfast each morning and return Taupo airport transfers if required.

Stage Three
SELLING FAST

* Conditions apply.

Parking: When entering Lockerbie Estate turn right at the round about, go down Fairway Drive to the car parking area (2 min walk to Show Home)
Ready for a fresh start? Lockerbie’s brand new, independently owned
and operated Village offers just that. Uniquely situated in the heart of
Lockerbie Estate, on the edge of town, you’ll enjoy an easy sense of
community right from the start.
Enquire Now.

lockerbievillage.co.nz
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Scene around...

Parkside Villa
residents go
pink!
Breast Cancer
Foundation NZ

L

ast
Wednesday
residents
at Parkside Villas joined
together for a fundraising brunch
in conjunction with Pink Ribbon
Day. Enjoying a potato, bacon, onion
and cheese bake topped off with a
poached egg followed by tea and
coffee with pink iced cupcakes and
pink biscuits, plenty of interaction
and banter was enjoyed as raffles
were drawn.The money raised was
bolstered by money from the Social
Team to the total of $500 which will
be forwarded to the Breast Cancer
Organisation.  Supplied.

www.sceneonline.co.nz

REGGIES
Society of Arts
celebrate the return of
DON’T BE SILLY
activities!
SWEEP THAT CHIMNEY
PLUMBING AND TRADE SERVICES

A

s with numerous small clubs
and societies, Covid 19 has had a
significant effect on planned activities.
Activities such as club meetings with
invited speakers, Arts Trails and tutored
workshops have had to be cancelled
or postponed. Numbers attending our
meetings (usually monthly) have also
been affected.
However, from May onwards, we hope to
resume our creative activities beginning
with our AGM and four tutored workshops.
With the help of Creative Communities
funding we will hold one workshop
each month from May to August. These
workshops will cover a variety of media
and are usually fun and very rewarding
– and of course, open to all!On a positive
note, we look forward to increased
numbers attending our meetings, with
plans for an exhibition in October.
The Matamata Society of Arts meets
on the third Monday of each month at
2pm at the Tower Gallery, Firth Reserve,
Tower Road, Matamata. Members are
encouraged to bring along some of their
work for discussion. A guest speaker or
small workshop follows, with afternoon
tea! The next workshop, later this month,
is a collage workshop – see today’s
classifieds for details.
 Margaret Dwyer, acting president.

WOMENS
SHOES @ JANE’S

Gudday you lot!

ABOVE: Pictured with some of her work
currently on display at Matamata branch
of Westpac, Margaret Dwyer is excited to
see activities resume for the Matamata
Society of Arts. New, or anyone interested
in finding out more are welcome to contact
her on 07 888 4955.

With the weather getting colder and
you fulla’s starting to think about
lighting your fires, it’s a primo idea to
get it inspected and swept to make
sure you’re safe from danger!
You might find your insurance
company will be smiling wider too!
So, if you’d like me to sort that sooty
job and check your fireplace is up to
scratch....flick me a text or call me on
the ole dog and bone today.

REEGAN STEWART
QUALIFIED PLUMBER

027 933 1427

ENROLMENT VACANCIES
Kia Ora!
Come & j
oin our
amazing
school!!

!

Walton School provides an amazing education for New Entrants (Y0)
through to Year 6 tamariki. We have a safe, fun and friendly environment
where our ākonga(learners) thrive and excel. We currently have enrolment
vacancies at all year levels and so if you’re looking for a new school for your
child or they’re turning five soon, then we’d love to hear from you, even if
you’re just considering your options. I’d be thrilled to show you around our
great school & share with you all the wonderful opportunities we offer.
Yes we have a school zone but it’s still SUPER EASY to enrol your child
so contact us on 07 888 3817 or office@walton.school.nz to explore the
possibility of your child being a part of the Walton School team :)
Jeremy Kurth,
Principal

32 Arawa Street, Matamata
Ph: 07 880 9586
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Matamata Lions commit to continuing the legacy

ABOVE: They say rain can symbolize a good thing coming after a bad time - or the washing
away of the old and regrowing something better. Well, if this is the case, Matamata Lions
certainly had an abundance of luck in preparation for the new and beautifully revamped
fence and entrance at Matamata Cemetery. Pictured (2019) with Matamata Lions,
Mokoroa Gillett was honoured to perform the blessing in preparation for works to begin.

ABOVE: After the footings had been dug and poured, the concrete block columns were
completed, sealed and waterproofed before locally sourced stone was applied.

ABOVE: After the working bee last weekend, Matamata Lions offered huge thanks to Dave Taylor Bricklayers, Mark Greenwell Bricklayers, Wayne Cullen, Craig Orbell, Matamata
Bricklayers, Doug Hodge Bricklayers, Nate Tyler Bricklayers and JD Bricklayers. Given all trades are under the pump post-Covid, the fact that these businessmen volunteered their
teams and time to complete the mammoth community project was appreciated. It’s true when locals support locals, everyone wins!

10 SCENE 10 May, 2022

A fitting anniversary tribute to the past, the present
and the future
O
riginally budgeted at around
$100,000, Matamata Lions were
very aware they had a job on their hands
after making the decision to upgrade the
Matamata Cemetery wall to mark the
milestone of 60 years since they were first
chartered.
The idea of the refurbishment they
believed, was a fitting contribution to the
community at a place where many bid
farewell to the most loved, missed and
treasured people in their lives.
After ticking all the boxes however –
of which there were many, it was the
day after the J Swap Contractors team
demolished and removed the old fence,
that the government announced the
country would go into alert level four
lockdown! Obviously, this significantly
impacted on plans, and progress was
halted immediately.
“Once alert level restrictions were finally
reduced, most who had offered their
support were happy to pick up where
they left off” says Matamata Lion, David
Wearne. “There have been a few delays

with the supply of materials, but the
locally driven initiative, completely reliant
on volunteer assistance, could proceed
and we were delighted.”
With a huge working bee held last
weekend, the three-course high Hinuera
Stone wall was completed under
coordination of local bricklayer, Dave
Taylor. A top rail above the wall and the
cemetery gates at the main entrance
are still under construction but, once
installed, will see completion of the
milestone project.
Matamata Lions in the near future,
will erect an acknowledgement to
contributors, but would like to particularly
thank the dozens of community members
that “bought a brick”, donated in honour
of a friend or family member buried at
Matamata Cemetery, or contributed the
proceeds of various fundraisers. They
are also incredibly grateful to the many
local businesses, tradies and community
members that stepped up and volunteered
their time, skill and materials.
 Caron Stewart.

Free

Curtain Making
on thousands of
quality fabrics*

With Autumn well under way, creating
a cosy sanctuary at home is important
and we’ve got great deals to help you
create your perfect space.

We are Matamata locals who have your
insurance needs covered.

Orders must be in by 7 June 2022,
so pop in store and have a chat to
our knowledgeable team about new
window furnishings for your home.

e
dom stic
specialty

far m

bus
Lisa Hawke
Insurance Broker

Kelly Chevis
Broker Support

Matamata
P (07) 888 5550 E matamata@vercoes.co.nz
67 Broadway, Matamata, New Zealand
www.vercoes.co.nz

Stacey McFarlane
Broker Support

in ess

15% off

Right now, you can get FREE Curtain
Making* on thousands of quality
fabrics and 15% off selected Blinds and
Motorisation^.

Inspiration starts here, at your
local Guthrie Bowron.

^

selected Blinds and
Motorisation^

Guthrie Bowron Matamata |17 Arawa Street, Matamata
E: sales.matamata@guthriebowron.co.nz
Ph: 07 888 8119
Monday - Friday: 7.30am - 5pm | Saturday: 9am - 12pm
*Applies to lined curtains only using selected fabrics over $59.95 per metre when width is under 150cm, or
$79.95 and over for wide width or continuous fabrics. Minimum drop of 160cm and maximum height of 250cm.
Excludes Roman Blinds, Eyelet Curtains and componentry. Not available in conjunction with any other offer.
Orders must be confirmed by 7 June 2022 to be eligible for this offer.
^ Exclusions apply. Please see in-store for details. Not available in conjunction with any other offer.
Orders must be confirmed by 7 June 2022 to be eligible for this offer.
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Sports Scene...
WALTON MEN’S GOLF
A great turnout of 45 players for the second
round of the Strokeplay Champs and the first
round of the Jenkins Putting trophy. Golfer of
the Week and winner of the Redoubt Bar and
Eatery voucher was Colin McFarlane with 40
points. Leaderboard results: C. McFarlane,
L. McFarlane 40, I. Wright, J. Armstrong 39,
G. Higgens, 38, G. Laing, G. Smallwood, 37, P.
Hipperson, R. Luxton, 36, D. James, K. Caskey,
R. Colley, 35, K. Liebenberg, G. Mather, P. Price,
B. Johnson, P. Metcalfe, 34, R. Coleman, A.
Verner, G. Pitcon, W. Brooks 33. Two’s, A. Wiles,
L. McFarlane, R. Luxton. Hidden Holes, R.
Luxton 10 points. Nearest Pin on 12, I. Wright.
Longest Putt on 18, R. Coleman. Jackpot not
struck this week.
WALTON WOMEN’S 9 HOLE GOLF
Even though there was a long break of no
club golf due to the public holidays the 24
players were on fire this week with their hot
scores. Putting was the main competition
of the day - 1st June O’Brien 14, 2nd Carolyn
Osborne 15, 3rd= Hannah Sutherland, Sue
Rea and Bev King all on 16. In the LGU Nett
Differential Round 1 - 1st= with -4.5 Sue Rea,
Joan Baker, June O’Brien, 2nd on -3.5 Annette
Davidson and 3rd= Pauline Ross, Michelle
Carter and Val Wilcox -2.5. Best gross of the
day Sue Rea 46, runners-up= Surita Heyden
and Rachel Looijen 48. Best Nett 1st= Sue Rea,
Joan Baker and June O’Brien all on 31, runnerup Annette Davidson on 32. Stableford prizes
went to 1st Joan Baker, June O’Brien and Sue
Rea all on 23, 2nd= Val Wilcox and Annette
Davidson 22, 3rd= Michelle Carter and Pauline
Ross on 21. Winning the discounted round of
golf was Colleen Butler. Longest Putt on the 9th
and winning the Robert Harris voucher was
Bev King. Pars were scored by Michelle Carter,
Val Wilcox, Sue Rea, Rachel Looijen, Cathie
Stevenson, Surita Heyden, Carolyn Osborne,
Jenny Fairhall and Hannah Sutherland. After
Round 4 of the Waikato Pennants, Walton
remain top of the table with 160 points
narrowly ahead of second placegetters, despite
losing 33-39 against Te Awamutu. All team
members fought valiantly with close matches
and excellent gross scores but the only player

SUDOKU

to win their match was Karen Martin 10-8.
One more round to go before the finals at the
end of the month.
MATAMATA WOMEN’S GOLF
A superb autumn day attracted an
enthusiastic field of 26, including 4 guests,
when we played round three of the Peace
Medal and LGU medal.
Deanna Telford
played an amazing round winning the Robert
Harris voucher with a 62 nett and 46 stabs!!
Wonderful golf Deanna :) Agnes Kim also
played an excellent round with 40 points,
followed by Sandra Pemberton and Leonie
Tisch with 39, Pam Anderson and Lynne Arts
with 37 points, Gill Hazelhurst with 34, and
Sheelah Lamb, Daphne Lugton and Catherine
brown all with 33. The Sen Sushi Voucher was
a lucky draw won by Shirlie Ryan. Brown’s
perfect round, at least 2 stabs on every hole,
was not struck and jackpots.
MATAMATA MEN’S GOLF
Lynch Cup 2022 semi finals: Bruce Romley
and John Gillespie defeated Bryan Carnegie
and Barry Dickey, 2 and 1. Bill Wilson and
Richard Galbraith defeated Michael Holmes
and Dane Lowe, 5 and 4. Cup final to be played
next Saturday. Lynch Cup 2022 Plate final to
be played next Saturday. Men’s Club Scramble
– 7th May - Nett Competition : Bill Wilson
(69), Richard Galbraith (70), Kevin J Smith
(71), Brent Stewart (72), Mark Higginson (72),
Dane Lowe (72), Bruce Romley (72), Murray
Eddington (72). Competitors in the scramble –
30. Hole in two – Dane Lowe (6th hole), Longest
putt – Ray Riggs (18th hole), Nearest pin –
Lyall Wilson (2nd hole), Hidden holes – Glen
Rowsell (Nett 15). Foot note: Good luck to the
Matamata Veteran Golfers playing in the 2022
Waikato Pennants Finals, competing against
the other zone qualifiers. The Matamata team
qualified top in Zone 4. Finals being held at
Raglan Golf Course on Wednesday. Players
representing Matamata Golf Club are Alan
Bates, Atul Patel, Rex Thomas, Vinkie van der
Merwe, Derek Lugton and Malcolm White.
THE MERCHANT B 22 –
PUTARURU 34
Played at Wealleans Park Hinuera hit a major
road block against Putaruru. Disorganised from

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9

Stationery | Books | Toys
Gifts | Lotto | Greeting Cards
Magazines | Gift Cards
NZ Post Services
85 Broadway, Matamata
Phone: 07 888 7694
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the kick-off by the visitors against Putaruru
with nobody calling for the ball, things got
worse. Putaruru scored in the opening minutes
and kept building momentum. Three tries
gifted to them by the ball bouncing the wrong
way when possibly taken on the full may
have altered matters. Not finding touch from
penalties, kick-off’s not going 10m – it all went
horribly wrong for the locals. At half time they
trailed 24-5. Like all teams worth their salt,
Hinuera came out firing in the second spell.
Led by Hamish Wills, his fellow forwards hit
the rucks with more venom. Terry Kopua was
making an impact in the backs, scoring the
first of his two tries to reduce the deficit to
24-10. Chris Huriwaka’s conversion hitting the
upright, Putaruru added a fifth try to widen the
gap to 29-10, before Terry and Hamish scored.
Again Putaruru made ground for their sixth
and final try, 34-22. Jake O’Reilly was Player of
the Day.
McPHERSON CONTRACTORS HINUERA 26
– PUTARURU 19
If any team deserved victory, it would have
been Hinuera. In a local derby fought out
between two evenly matched teams the locals
fronted in an area that had been their weak link.
Defense and several times while camped on
their goal line, they had to tackle desperately.
None more so than Angus Kelly, Kieran Ross,
Tiki Kaukau, Aaron Simmonds and Jaden
Verryt. This was a match that went the whole
nine yards with the gold and blacks snatching
victory in the last two minutes. Putaruru had
beaten competition leaders Leamington at
the time by maintaining a better discipline.
But it was on attack where they got the jump
on the locals with a well organized converted
try in the 18th minute. Hinuera’s centre was
tackled while on the ground. He retaliated
reversing the penalty and possible yellow card
to Putaruru. Hinuera scored out wide to Kieran
Ross, Scott Bonenkamp converting from the
touch line. Hinuera scored again. And this
involved controversy – did Hadleigh May have
his hand on the ball first? Or was is Pete Smit?
Either way, with Scott’s conversion, Hinuera
hit the front 14-7. A break-out for Lachie
McLaren and Josh Hedge looked promising
until Putaruru earned a ruck penalty. The
visitors reduced the deficit with a well judged
chip kick in behind the back line defense, a
weakness Hinuera finds hard to defend. Half
time, Hinuera 14-12. Putaruru attacked with
aggressive forward play at the beginning of
the second spell, winning a penalty which was
goaled, 15-14 Putaruru. Back came Hinuera to
grab back the lead with a mauling try 19-15
Hinuera. Putaruru turned down penalty kicks
at goal for tap kicks. Sometimes this tactic
worked. For their third try it did, scoring by
the post. Converted, 22-19 Putaruru. Hinuera
could have had grounds for a penalty try when
the visitors collapsed a maul Hinuera had
control of. Minutes were ticking by, the crowd
were offered all manner of advice to players
and the officials alike. Tiki Kaukau saved
Hinuera’s blushed with a soaring leap over the
line, Scott converting, 26-19 Hinuera. Putaruru
were not done yet with last minute desperate
thrusts at the line until dropping the ball. Tiki
Kaukau was player of the day. Next week away
to Ohaupo. Tony Brown and his crew manned/
womaned a BBQ outdoors for the after match
function because of a double booking, 40th
birthday, in the clubrooms. Well done to Owee,

and Tina Hedge.
UMS B 44 – HAUTAPU Bs 43
As the score would suggest this was one
humdinger of a game. Hautapu opened the
scoring after only five minutes but a try to
Shanan Mowatt evened things up for the
visitors. From then on each time any scoring
action took place, the lead changed. Mowatt
blotted his copybook not long after however,
when he dropped a kickoff and this allowed
Hautapu to score just on the break to take a
24-18 lead into the second 40. A further try
to Hautapu directly after half time saw them
jump to a 31-18 lead but then a great try to
young Ihaka Wharawhara-Kaukau drew UMS
back into the contest. Just as it looked like they
were faltering, Hautapu scored a long range
try to go out to a 38-23 lead. It was here that
skipper, Mike Peters, stepped up and leading
by example, he was able to score two tries in
five minutes to reduce the deficit to one point
once Simon Lawson had added the extras.
Another try to Blair Tuhakaraina pushed the
score to 44-38 with five miunutes remaining.
Hautapu managed a try in the corner and the
conversion would have resulted in a one point
win to the home side but the kick was short
and UMS celebrated a solid victory in a great
game of rugby played in good spirit.
UMS A’s 5 – HAUTAPU 24
Played on fast ground at the Hautapu Club
this game left a little to be desired. Neither
side actually grabbed the game by the throat
and both sides will look back on an errorridden 80minutes. Hautapu were the first to
score after only two minutes through Tuhoe
Kake with Aden Farrant converting. A missed
kick for touch saw the home side hot on attack
again soon after with only desperate defense
preventing another try. Soon after however,
a clever chip kick saw pacy right wing Todd
Silva win the race for the ball and the home
side was up 14-0. Brayden Porteous replaced
Jared Tuhakaraina and despite not having any
playing time this season, made an immediate
impact. His tackling and hit ups brought
some much need go forward for UMS. At one
stage he chased and tracked down one of the
Hautapu backs when a try looked certain.
Another missed touch finder had the visitors
under immense pressure but a break from Josh
Tuhakaraina saw the same player on the end
of the chain to score just before the half time
break. At 14-5 down, UMS were well in the fight
but too much loose passing, a faultering lineout
and dropped ball were real momentum killers.
Hautapu were keen to run everything and yet
another chip and chase saw Silva dot down for
his second try of the game. 15minutes into the
second half Sonny Hirini was yellow carded
adding even more pressure for UMS. To their
credit they withheld wave after wave of attack
with Dan Pearce, Porteous again, and full back
Sam Burgeson to the fore – the latter pulling
off at least three try-saving tackles. A late try to
Kake again blew the score out to 24-5. UMS will
reflect on a game they may not have won but
they will know they should have been much
closer on the scoreboard at the end. Some
simple errors, an injured Logan Allen and a
player AWOL, all contributed to the overall
performance and result. They will know that
they can foot it in the Premier Division and
have the players to upset the more fancied
sides. Next week, at home to Varsity.

Farmers Day Raceday

THIS FRIDAY - 13 MAY 2022

T

Alexander double makes trip south worthwhile

he autumn drought isn’t only having an impact on the
farming community.
Resigned to the fact that the drought wouldn’t be
breaking any time soon, Matamata trainers Katrina and
Simon Alexander sent a contingent south to Otaki late last
week. The lure to make the 800-kilometre-plus round trip
was a track that would suit the two in-form members of the
Alexander team, Alchemia and Farrenc, and they delivered
with a brace of easy wins.
“We knew they were both quite forward and even though
they didn’t need a track with a whole lot of moisture, it
seemed like the right thing to heading down there,” Katrina
Alexander explained. “It worked out really well, it sure
made the drive home a lot easier.”
Alchemia is a classic example of a horse needing patience
and kid-glove treatment to find her best form. In her first
two preparations she had been placed in all but one of her
six starts, but it’s only been lately as an autumn four-yearold that she has been able to show her full potential. Last
month, in her first start since October, she couldn’t have
been more impressive clearing maiden grade and it was
more of the same at Otaki last Friday.
Her year younger stablemate Farrenc, already the winner
of one of her six starts and several times placed, had kicked
off her autumn campaign with a third placing, and posted
her second win with just as much authority as Alchemia.
Both horses were ridden by Japanese 28-year-old Taiki
Yanagida, who has made the transition from apprentice to
senior jockey ranks with a regular stream of winners and

with a current season tally of 36, is within easy reach of his
career-best 39 wins. “Having Taiki ride regular work for us
is a big advantage,” says Katrina. “He’s an obliging young
guy, he works hard, and it makes a big difference having
the luxury of a jockey getting to know your horses and then
putting him on come raceday.”
With a stable headed by the high-class filly La Crique, the
Alexanders have made big advances in the short time that
they decided to move back north and re-establish a stable
in Matamata. Last season they prepared four winners from
46 starters, and their current tally stands at 14 wins from
just 51 starters and stakes just short of $500,000. With a
strike-rate of 3.64, theirs is the only stable in the top 100
on the national premiership with a winning rate better
than one in every four starts.
“Yes, it’s been a very rewarding season,” Katrina agrees.
“It’s very satisfying to produce results for people who
support you and then for others to want to join the stable as
well. Just lately we’ve attracted new owners from Auckland
and Australia, and one of the things they’ve mentioned is
our strike-rate. To us that means something, it’s good to be
recognised.”
La Crique, who closed out her season with an unlucky
second in the New Zealand Derby after wins in the Desert
Gold Stakes and Avondale Guineas, is still in the spelling
paddock but planning is already in hand for next stage of
her career. “We checked her out just recently and she looks
great. She’s put on 50 kilos in the six weeks that she’s been
out and has done a lot of good developing. She needed to

be given that chance and we won’t be bringing her back
till later next month. Simon and I will be heading over to
Aussie in a month or so to check things out with a view
to taking La Crique across in the spring. At this stage it
will more likely be to Melbourne, but just how much of a
campaign we’re not sure.”
Matamata’s two weekend winners were both at Te Rapa –
the Mark Walker-trained Lord Cosmos in the Listed Waikato
Equine Veterinary Centre 2YO and the Pam Gerard/Mike
Moroney-trained Tevere in the day’s main sprint. Lord
Cosmos was backing up from a fresh-up second at the
same venue a week earlier and his come-from-behind win
for Sam Weatherley stamped his credentials for spring
three-year-old features. Tevere took her record to four
wins from six starts at Te Rapa and her overall tally to five
from 10 with another classy performance. The daughter of
Mapperley Stud stallion Contributer has a big win in her,
but that will probably have to wait until next season.
Mark Walker got his Queensland winter carnival off to a
pleasing – if not frustrating start – with second placings
on Saturday to Sword of State and Soprano Supreme. On
ground far heavier than he prefers, Sword of State was
brave when beaten by the bob of the head in the Gold Coast
Guineas, while Soprano Supreme’s late closing second in
the Gold Coast Cup also augurs well for her immediate
prospects. The other second placing with local interest
came from the wonderful mare Polly Grey, who chased
bravely after the hot-pot Zaaki in the Hollindale Cup, taking
her bankroll ever closer to $1 million.  Dennis Ryan.
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Open
plan
dining
and
lounge
filled
with
natural
light.
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Kids page...

Proudly supported by

Colour In Aleisha the Unicorn!
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Clubs up Close...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

With Matamata Aero Club, the
sky is the limit

BEFORE
THE COLD
SNAP HITS

ABOVE: Pictured are Matamata Aero Club members Andrew Campbell, Rainer Künnemeyer
(instructor), Anna Doerr (president), Egmont Stegen and Bruce Cooke.

I

f you have a hankering to soar to new heights, perhaps it’s
time you made a move in the flight direction!
Situated just out of Waharoa at the airfield, Matamata Aero
Club is on the hunt for new members ready to experience the
thrill of flying. The club was established almost 40 years ago
and, during that time, literally hundreds of people from all walks
of life have learned to fly under the guidance of experienced
instructors following the syllabus of RAANZ, delegated by CAA to
issue microlight pilot certificates.
Having purchased their own factory built Tecnam P92 Echo
Super, a microlight used for training, trial flights, type ratings and
flight tests, club president Anna Doerr encourages anyone with
an interest to head out during the weekend or, by appointment,
during the week. Currently, a ‘Starter pack’ is available where
including memberships and five hours of flying instruction could
be the beginning of a fun, exhilarating skill like no other!
“You can learn to fly at any age and although you can’t fly solo

until you’re 16, learning how to safely manoeuvre an aircraft in
a three-dimensional space is challenging, but also immensely
rewarding” says Anna. “Regardless of age or stage, we all come
together with a passion for flying and have a lot of fun together.”
Central to Tauranga, Hamilton, Rotorua and Auckland, the
Matamata Airfield is uncontrolled, has low traffic and, with an
all-weather grass strip, operations can continue throughout the
year. This allows around 40 current members – half of which
are involved in general aviation and the other half, as microlight
pilots, easy access regardless of where they live in or out of the
region. The club also owns their own clubrooms, large hangar
and of course, the Tecnam aeroplane which is available to hire.
If you are interested in visiting Matamata Aero Club, taking
a trial flight or looking into lessons, you are very welcome to
contact Anna on 027 702 5924, email the club at info@mac.org.
nz or check out their Facebook page or website, www.mac.org.nz.
 Caron Stewart.
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Welcoming our new arrivals...

ABOVE: Molly was
thrilled to welcome
the early arrival of her
much loved baby son,
Jaxon Arthur Ruffle to
the world. Born on April
8, Jaxon weighed 8lb
4oz.

ABOVE:
Kaitlyne,
Kevin and big brother
Henry are excited to
welcome
Mackenzie
Kate Baxter into the
world. Born on April 8,
Mackenzie weighed 6lb
10oz.

If you have recently welcomed a new
family member, email a photograph
and your baby’s details to
caron@sceneonline.co.nz!

Thoughts from the Bible...

D

Bread from Heaven

ear God, you send the bread of life when
you sent our Lord Jesus into the world.
Grant each of us who follows him our share of
that life so that we may grow like him and give
glory to you Father, as Jesus does. Thank you for
our saviour. May he grow in us and feed us with
that spiritual bread which we need so much.
Amen.
(John 6:33) “The bread that God gives is the
one who came down from heaven to give life to
the world.”  Lalla Loeffen.

Classifieds...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

DEATH NOTICE

GARAGE SALE

FARM EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

EASTWOOD: Lynette Fay
Loving partner to Lloyd
Gower. Passed peacefully
after a short illness, at 73
years old. Mother to Nicola,
Clinton and Hayden. Nanny
Lyn to eleven grandchildren
and four great grandchildren.
Known by all as a champion
rosarian of over 40 years. A
memorial service is to be
held at her home 24
Grosvenor Drive, Matamata
on Saturday 14th May at
11.30am

SATURDAY MAY 14 39 Mill
Street, Waharoa. From
10am.

WATER
TROUGHS
6xround, 1100ltrs, bought
new six years ago, never
used, no flaws. Three
coupling points in base
for easy shifting. Save on
new price! Ph 027 227
2685. Also feed troughs,
PK trailer, Graden Shed for
sale.

HOW CAN THERE be selfhelp “groups”?
TREE LUCERNE packs
only
$3.95.
Attracts
native pigeon and bees
to your property. Kaimai
Garden Centre. Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.

FREE to give, free to take.
Used plant pots/punnets.
Kaimai Garden Centre.
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.
AVOCADO plants. Haas.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata Township.

DEATH NOTICE
HOOPER: Raymond Albert
(Ray)
22nd July 1939 - 2nd May 2022

Passed away peacefully after
a stroke, with Jocelyn by his
side (after almost 62 years of
marriage he will leave a very
big hole). Loving Big D to
Shirley and Terry, and Neil
(dec) and special Poppa of
Amelia, Izzi and Eva. We
were lucky to have time to
say our goodbyes. A Service
has
been
held.
All
correspondence
to
the
Hooper family c/- Hope
Family Funerals. 4 Keenan
Road, RD3, Tauranga 3173.

FOR SALE
BAR FRIDGE Only 6mths
old, $350. Ph 021 032
8676.
BBQ only used once.
$200ono. Ph 021 032
8676.
GLUTEN
FREE
Beef
sausages available now at
Meat Company, Broadway
Matamata.
HOUSE PLANTS Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
BIRD FEEDERS Great
selection. Kaimai Garden
Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.
WEED EATER $200ono. Ph
021 032 8676.
SELECT FROM our area
of shrubs marked at
only 1/2 price. Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.

FOR SALE
PLEASE DON’T ride with
me if you’re going to grab
the dash or scream every
time we run off the road.
It makes me nervous.

PET FOOD!
We have premium
raw pet mince
from only

5 .95

$

per kg

Broadway, Matamata
Phone 07 888 8957

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

FOR SALE

TECHNICAL ACCOUNT MANAGER
MATAMATA | TAURANGA
Use your knowledge and passion for Information
Communications Technology to oversee the
delivery of IT support services. You’ll generate
hardware, software, labour and Service Contract
quotes, carry out needs analyses and write
proposals, seeking out ways to add value to your
service offerings, and keeping your eyes out for
business development opportunities.
You’ll have experience in a similar role, excellent
communication skills, and a proactive, resourceful,
energetic approach.
This role offers a competitive salary, health
insurance, company vehicle and bonus scheme.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
INGRID TEL 027 659 0756 OR
INGRID@PERSONNELRESOURCES.CO.NZ
SITUATIONS VACANT

ATTENTION
LABOURERS WANTED

Pat & Graham Murray

     


POND PLANTS plentiful.
Kaimai Garden Centre,
Northern
Boundary,
Matamata township.
SEED POTATOES Kaimai
Garden Centre, Northern
Boundary,
Matamata
Township.

SITUATIONS VACANT

We are a local company looking for
labourers. You must be willing to
travel away sometimes, up to 3-4
days - all expenses paid.
Good opportunity for the right
person to get into the construction.

Congratulations
on 66 years of
marriage.

 

Contact: 027 403 2964

BUSINESS NETWORKING MATAMATA

BNI provides a positive, supportive and structured environment for the
development and exchange of quality business referrals.
Accountant

CooperAitken Accountants

888 8002

Builder

Begovich Builders

888 4841

Design & Print

Waikato Printing Company

Electrician

King Electrical

Gateway/Careers

Matamata College

Gym

Fitzone

Life Insurance

NZ Advice Group

Plumber

Plumb.Co

Property Management LJ Hooker Matamata

0800 002 786
888 7578
027 548 3929
888 7385
0800 230 235
888 8147
888 5677

Property Sales

Property Brokers

027 386 8801

Restaurant & Bar

Redoubt Bar & Eatery

888 8585

Stationers

Paperplus

888 7694

Protect yourself and your assets

New Zealand Advice Group is a business focused on
protecting your future, whether it be insuring your life and
income, finding a home loan to fit your needs or planning
for retirement.
Local Director, Reagan Bax, is a financial adviser who
began in the insurance business in 2006. He works
closely with his father Graham who has been in the
business for over 40 years and focuses on life, trauma,
income protection and health insurance.
Reagan is a specialist in his field and deals with a range of
different insurance companies to find a great deal for his
clients. “We stay in touch annually to ensure the products
clients have with us still fit well with their current life
and/or family situation” says Reagan, “we review as
necessary and of course, the service is free!”
New Zealand Advice Group clients can be assured
Reagan’s knowledge of the industry can put their mind at
ease knowing their financial future is in good hands.

A BNI membership gives you access to a
referral marketing system that WORKS!

Contact:
Email admin@nzadvicegroup.co.nz
Phone 0800 230 235

To find out more about joining BNI contact:

Reagan Bax,
Director of NZ Advice Group

Kym Bolton-Hampton | Ph: 027 548 3929

GATEWAY
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“I protect your biggest asset,
your ability to earn an income”

Classifieds...

www.sceneonline.co.nz

SITUATIONS VACANT

BUS DRIVER VACANCY &
FREE TRAINING FOR WALTON

School bus driver wanted for Walton School, class 2 licence and large
passenger licence is required. BUT if you don’t have a licence,
Cambridge Travel Lines can help sort this out AND PAY for it to be
done!
Full training is given, you don’t even need to know how to drive a bus,
the only thing is you must have a car licence for a minimum of 2
years.
Driving in school terms.
If you’re keen (or if you know someone who might be) then
please contact Vicky on 07 827 7363 or ctlbus@outlook.com
for further information and next steps.

SITUATIONS VACANT

WORKSHOP PARTS
STOREPERSON

J Swap is a large family based company that has
operated from Matamata for over 70 years. We
operate in Civil Construction, Quarrying, Bulk
Transport and Bulk Storage. We employ
approximately 500 staff throughout New Zealand.
We are currently looking for someone to join our
team in the Parts Department in our
state-of-the-art new facilities. This is an exciting
opportunity for a self-motivated and driven
individual.
This role involves:
• Providing parts and orders for our truck and
machinery workshops
• Processing inwards and outwards goods
• Completing delivery and collection paperwork
• Manage stock movement
• Various other duties
Skills required for this role include:
• Basic level of mechanical knowledge (particularly
of trucks and heavy machinery)
• Able to operate our parts order picker
• Minimum full Class 1 licence, higher preferred
• Excellent time management and communication
• Physically ﬁt and healthy, some heavy lifting may
be required
• Forklift licence preferred (training offered)
• Basic computer skills
This role is Monday to Friday and every second
Saturday.
This is a great opportunity for someone wanting to
excel in a progressive company. If you want to be
part of a successful team, please contact:

Paul Hammond on 0275 300 408
or email: paul.hammond@jswap.co.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES
ART WORKSHOPS See
Matamata Society of Arts
Facebook page.
CURTAIN
CLEANING
Drapes, Roman blinds.
Removes mildew. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.
KEY CUTTING Biggest
selection. Guthrie Bowron,
Matamata. 17 Arawa
Street. Ph 888 8119.
CLOTHING REPAIRS

Piano Lessons

Limited spaces available for
adult pupils for individual
piano lessons
• $30 per half hour
• 2 minutes out of Matamata

WORK WANTED

MATAMATA SOCIETY OF ARTS

The Matamata Christmas Choir

Saturday 21st May

St Andrews Presbyterian Church Hall
Meura Street, Matamata

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - MATERIALS PROVIDED
CONTACT: MARGARET 07 888 4955

WOMEN OF ALL AGES
FREE Golf Coaching
at Walton Golf Club

Saturday 14 May 3pm-5pm
Saturday 28 May 3pm-5pm
• Only newbies
• Ex-Golfers
• Children 8+

SUNNYPARK
STORAGE

Afternoon includes
Free golf skills session
Practice on Walton Golf course
Free childcare for under 8s
Followed by bubbles and nibbles

Ph: 0274 753 478

For enquiries or to register
your interest:

VEHICLES indoor covered
vehicle storage AVAILABLE
NOW! Long term at
Sunny Park Storage Ph
0274753478.

There will be an important discussion
on the future of the choir and we
welcome you to contribute your ideas.

Funded by Creative Communities

STORAGE

Long or short term
storage options
House lots, furniture,
document storage.

invites you at attend the AGM

Monday May 23rd, 2022 at 7.30pm

$40pp

Phone Jane for a quote on
021 857 851
Locally owned and operated
with a smile

Attention all singers and choristers

with Heather Leonard

Tower Gallery - 9am til...

The Window Cleaners,
residential and commercial.
Glass and joinery cleaning.

STORAGE short or long
term. Houselots + + +
Sunnypark Storage. Ph:
0274 753 478.

PUBLIC NOTICES

at

cleoners

Hassle free storage – here
when you need us.
Completely accessible,
secure, pest controlled
multi sized units.
Ph 07 888 7137.

MATAMATA JU JITSU Club.
Self defence for juniors
and seniors. Ph David on
027 231 2606.
VENETIAN
BLINDS
Cleaning & repair. Guthrie
Bowron, Matamata, 17
Arawa St. Ph 888 8119.

It’s never too late to learn!

Collage Workshop

]� stl
��d�

MATAMATA SELF
STORAGE

FREE
Sexual
abuse
counselling in Matamata,
Monday - Friday, also
general counselling with
cost negotiated at first
visit. Contact Lynn on
021 267 8682. MNZAC,
ACC Sensitive Claims
Counsellor.

Contact Phillipa Nisbet (Wills)
pjnisbetmusic@gmail.com

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS,
Zips/Hems and repairs.
Phone Carol on 07 888
9303 or 027 292 2189.

�

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

email - waltongolf@outlook.com
text - Dianne 0275 210 322

Trades and Services

www.sceneonline.co.nz

ADVICE

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
NOW DOING

Matamata Citizen’s Advice Bureau
is confidential, impartial and free!
41a Hetana St,
Matamata
Railside By the Green
Ph: 07 888 8176
matamata@cab.org.nz

APPLIANCES

AUTO ELECTRICAL

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BUILDERS
AUTOTRIMMERS

For ALL your automotive WOF,
SERVICE and REPAIRS

Ltd

In home service and
repairs for all your
whiteware and home
appliances

Workshop drop off repairs available by
arrangement.
Call 07 888 4910 or text 021 302 840
Email: service@cleaverappliances.co.nz

ARBORIST

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

BRICKLAYERS

Your local qualified & friendly Arborist
Don’t climb that tree - call me!
24/7

TREE PRUNING
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

Ryan McPherson 027 740 1470
mcphersontreecare@gmail.com

2

07 888 5023 · 144 Broadway, Matamata
vehicle servicing · electrical repairs
WOF · air conditioning service
authorised Isuzu parts & service dealer
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Trades and Services
BUILDERS

www.sceneonline.co.nz
EARTH WORKS

CLEANING

MATAMATA CLEANING SERVICES
Specialising in carpet cleaning and window
cleaning
Senior discounts available.
Contact your local professional
Phil Metcalfe

Free
Quotes
SOLID AND SLURRY EFFLUENT SPREADING
ENGINEERING REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

MATT CLEMENTS

Ph: 027 283 0825
chrissie.phil@gmail.com

BUILDERS

• residential fencing
• Tree and stump removal
• Post and rails
• Site maintenance
• post and pole augers

FARMING

 

COMPUTERS



027 290 9983 matt@clementsagri.co.nz

ELECTRICAL

FARMING

NO FIX,
NO CHARGE!
Since 2001

• New PC’s and Laptops
• Sales and Repair
• Small or medium business IT solutions
• Onsite support – guaranteed service
• Conversions of VHS to CD/DVD
22 Arawa St, Matamata
Mon-Fri: 9am – 5pm
07 888 5930 | 021 028 89558
www.hurricanecomputers.co.nz
Nayan Ahir

BUILDERS

CONCRETING

ELECTRICAL

FENCING

BUILDERS

CONTRACTING

ELECTRICAL

FINANCE

BUILDERS

CONTRACTING

ENGINEERING

FIREWOOD

F I R E W O O D FA C T O R Y

FREE DELIVERY - WIDE RANGE
0800FIREWD (0800 347 393)

WWW.FIREWOODFACTORY.CO.NZ

BUILDING SUPPLIES

DECORATORS

ENGINEERING

FLOORING

CARTAGE

DECORATORS

ENTERTAINMENT

FOR HIRE

CLEANING

DECORATORS

FARMING

Personalised Innovative Dairy Solutions

Ziggy: 021 394 555 | www.betamilking.co.nz
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PAINTING

GARAGE DOORS

PLUMBING

SANDBLASTING

PLUMBING & TRADE SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING




 

•   •  
•

    
 

GLASS AND JOINERY

PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Painters
Exterior & interior painting
Plastering & Wallpapering
Dustless Sanding System
Airless spraypainting

Phone Phillip 07 888 8942
Mobile 027 6061 821

GLAZING AND WINDSCREENS

PANELBEATING

REGGIES

PLUMBING AND TRADE SERVICES

REEGAN STEWART

027
933 1427
reggies.pats@gmail.com

LEAKY PROBLEMS
STINKY PROBLEMS
PLUMBING
INSTALLATIONS
AND ALTERATIONS
FREE QUOTES

WORKING PLATFORMS EDGE PROTECTION MOBILE SCAFFOLD HIRE
STAGE BUILDS
SAFETY NETS
TEMPORARY FENCING

LABOUR ONLY OPTIONS FOR TRADIES

PRINTING

SIGNWRITING

VEHICLES | BUILDINGS | SIGNAGE
HEAT PRESSING FOR APPAREL
TONY GULBRANSEN
027 623 7989

HANDYMAN SERVICES

DO YOU NEED A HANDYMAN?
• Interior and exterior odd jobs, painting
• Hanging TVs, art, mirrors etc
• Waterblasting or section maintenance
• Kit and/or Flat pack installations
• The little things when you never know who to call!
• And... I’m a fully qualified plumber

REEGAN STEWART

027 933 1427

REGGIES

PLUMBING AND TRADE SERVICES

Free quotes!

PANELBEATING

PROPERTY CARE

STORAGE

See us for all your Insurance Repairs
• Panelbeating
• Plastic Welding
• Windscreens
• 24 Hour Towing
& Salvage
23 Waihou Street
07 888 7831

HEAT PUMPS

PLASTERING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

HEAT PUMPS

PLUMBING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

Experience + Care = Excellence
www.kaimaipropertymanagement.co.nz
Contact us on 027 208 8669

Preserve and Protect your Property
with Tailored’s superior storage units

Contact: 0800 437 088 • admin@tailoredstorage.co.nz
31 Rockford Street, Matamata
www.tailoredstorage.co.nz

HYDRAULIC SERVICES

PLUMBING

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE

PLUMBING

ROOFING

WHEELIE BIN

GIVE US A CALL ABOUT
YOUR HYDRAULIC HOSE
REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

24/7
027 812 6632 | ma�minky@icloud.com
OSTEOPATH
KAIMAI NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE
We’re proud to welcome the return of

VICTORIA HUGGETT!
Osteopath M.Ost ROCNZ, ACC Provider

Yes, she has returned from overseas and will be
available for Osteo appointments from April 6!

Alex Reina

BSc (Hons) Osteopathy ROCNZ, ACC Provider

Available Monday to Friday
Book on Facebook or phone 07 880 9700

• 240L Rubbish Bins and Green Waste Bins
• Bins washed EVERY empty
• 4, 7 and 9m Skip Bins
• Town or Country collections

Phone for further information on:

07 888 4322
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Matamata Real Estate
Why not find out how much
your house is worth?
Our team are looking forward to meeting you
and helping you with your real estate goals

J o a n n e M o r g a n AREINZ

Best commission rate in town

Director/Sales Consultant
027 475 6609
joanne@mre.nz

Stuart Brizzle
021 220 4090
stuart@mre.nz

Julie Pivac
027 288 2884
julie@mre.nz

Licensed REAA 2008

Fishing Report

H

i, it’s that time of the year duck
hunters are out enjoying their sport
and some, of course, are on our local rivers
and streams. Yes, it’s time for mutual respect ah! The local
steams are looking an absolute picture – very clear water
and plenty of opportunity to spot the fish and target them
with your trusty spinner or favourite fly. Don’t forget, in
these very clear conditions, the fish can spot you very
early so your approach is very important. Always walk a
stream or river with the water coming towards you.
In the Rotorua area the lakes are all fishing well but the
highlight down there at the moment is the stream fishing.
The big browns are heading into the spawning streams
and, in doing so, offering you some great sport. Ones to
head to are like the Ngongataha and the Waiteti. These
streams are holding some excellent fish. The other day
a customer came in with pictures of two exceptional
browns over ten pound – the best one was 12lb – now
that’s a trout!
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Chris Bungard - Matamata Sportsworld
To the south
a bit to Taupo
and its all about
how clear rivers
are at the moment. They
are offering some very good
fishing. Once again, the early
spawning fish have quite a few nice browns
in amongst them so go and have a crack. I don’t think
you’ll be disappointed.
Over to the sea and the mighty west coast. The Pinny
brigade are doing very nicely with all three of their boats.
Dwayde tells me the snapper are on the bite still in and
around that 52-55m of water. If you get a chance to fish
out west this is an awesome time to do it. While you
might not get the number of really big snapper you get
in the spring, the condition of them at this time is second
to none.
Up to the Coromandel and I don’t swear in this report

but #$%^&, the snapper coming out of those
farms at the moment can only be described as
exceptional. Local painter extraordinaire, Paul
Bottomley, ventured up there the other day
and got a bin full of beautiful snapper – two
15lb, two 12lb and three about 9lb – now that’s fishing!
As I have said before autumn is an exceptional time of the
year, as the water temperature drops the fish feed up. All
good all around for you, the angler of course. This week
it is mid-morning low tides so very good to fish the last
hour or so going out, the turn, and then the first couple
of hours lift of the tide. They are also smaller tides this
week, so good for out in the middle of the mussel farms.
Over in the Bay of Plenty there is reportedly very good
fishing on the sand in close. I have had very good reports
of people getting limit bags of nice snapper drifting off
Papamoa. Fishing in around 20m of water with soft baits
has been doing the business.
 Happy fishing, Bungey.

